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Hifecs 3o § givfa AR Sue-sTeeen

HEIT AR Iror*

I T TIF WA 9RG & T INSE § §99 5 § 8 S0 I FHel
AU A 1 HIH ABH GiadEeh WA S 21 o UHT Ao B S s AR qSe 9
F1 A EA g3 A I e & goyUd U e W i 3R S 59 %
T $1 GEaE 81 Sifeed Woa srelvra awene &1 aed TEeyet g 7 e
whid fowe THifa €1 9Rd 2 & o fava & Tsifad Sifcea #1 9ima TsHifas
Ao A WHE T & Wl W % 9 § S B

FIfeea & AT W 9 48 T4 2 T o0 F7 g0 & AW aeget wi
T A oTell, T g3 6 w1 T SO W qeqt 3 Hatda oeqa i 1 aqaa s
o T o1 fader st €1 gE W fawe w1 |l A g fei 2, era: wie i W
A W T & o TS &t 9= 81 308 <7 & U 35qd ® Afeu) W qsHifae
feramerl w1 UEn wa 7 for @l wifvral o6l wew € 99 0 e % fon sug & afafem
1 T STE TR €1 W hifeed W AW € R FSR 508 2 Al 9 @ geft won
3 & 9N € IR T 30T W Y Y R w0 W € %, A H W=
HUH Ao 5Ug AT wiiew) fored gon o, e, R Hier v @He gy S
[ F o ¥ Feeqe qiFe F=a W

ifeed = 317 1dUeA F Teel, T, el 1R e Ao § 50s-oow],
FA R A & Q-9 S8 w1 F 90w 71 Ty 9 FRES T %7
Y | SE! Y@ F 2, oifebT o 7 =l Aty @ I = " 21 fat = e
F1 T A0 S0 1 98 T BT F1 U FA T AR TN ¥ FIA 1 HifeA
T o T T Feu off 71 € T F 9H F 9% A W KA T 21 SHa 36
IE o1 o Ton wd & faqda 9 9o 3R 9 WesH WEH 4 59 I

T TE A, FOERR Y YRAE U e st fam, e e,
(7 Tavafasme™, )
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S TR 7 S € TR = %1 eraftufa sug WPl f1 o sreferer &
e el (iewr) o whifeed 1 U orEe W fawi § Wl Sl 21 &ifeed
F] - I TEHL TUH! TR S5 H1 AT T Herar €1 Hifeed B q
g T TIo7 o wfors STameron § TRl € SHH ST90H & 2 e €1 o T
& Y W A ¢ 3R sl § UR W e Squsi-ugia i gEa R 2
FIeea #1 7A€ 6 w@, FY, A9, 99, T IR T F B: T T T wd G FH
Suferd i IEHT 318 3T F=A0T 1 #AW o s 71 A% e el en w1 o=
Bl WU Y 9o g el SO 3eiq aeta (Ao 1 Fe ST g%l 99 9
FT A H TEEL FIEeT T JUE KT G HI T

TUS T 399 Td UK WHY

TIF Al - &8 (Fed) T U Fa T T TR Y9 ®,
Fifecd 47 TUG-AALA H T8 TIE 329 2

Fifee 7 o SN URER H SEULE g % AT ], JU€ B AT F
2| Bifeed H1 9 SUg-sHey] dgd €l aiie ¢ i w1 o 73 %7 ud &1 ®© iR
AR TS A AE-HOAN F AR WASd &, o (A0 W <08 HT e w1 W
7| Sifeeg 7 21 2 T Ton 3vg @71 At 2 21 gafay ST Tve U
Hfeq) TS TU€ 1 WIF 21 a¢ AU H] e IR WGEHE H R 3 H
AR %1 € T 3N TH & GAM €1 TS H TEHS A Tawieeds 08 T 5
Afeu)| sug-sgar fsgtargul A gl geaarqul eF arfe) U= fsgy gve 9 U= 9
AR B S § AR AR <0e H1 Ifaq oxaeen 7 erll 9 T § SRSl Sl ST
3R T focema g ST ST A <SS )% W sfad @ SR e @, 6E e @
T S FT G TR a4 IF T w1 U ' Sfea gve @ o g e fR
STl & gfa TN ST RART R TEM HU THY WY g et SR SRt
|

FIeTA T TIET & Yo SR F AEA ST W v w9 ¥ uMn feren
2 foF Fer Tvg 1 o TN+ W it sfEE e S B A, T ¥ fea W
[ W ot o, TN FT RS H Ol €| THOC o 1 Y U8 <A =fww
aE A FEdl ¢ o Tel-difa We-THet T v uSl w o, o1 3 wE o
YO Sl 21 FH-FI F FEiNE SR SRMAes orfed Ut @ W fm e
qUE, AT AR UEe S T:ege =t 1 ot |wiug R % €, TR e et




FifeeAg sdeme & afvia e Tve-smaeen |3

T U TUE HT RN YiAfwmA e, W T S g g P

&d: hifecd GuRIEH 3R qYfed U & TR

Tug Truivor = fag=

Tug fryftor & gy o wifecy & gaFdn fagrd &1 98 AHa1 €1 I8 $TER
Hieenell 3R STerrl 1 &0 0T e =few) 3§ 9vf e % YR Wt 99
foran 21 IThT gl @ Tk smgmon i w1 ue e Tfewl 39 YR hifeeT i wod
T T que &1 el sroen & o, At ® amed, sTRed & 9vl, fan, e,
AUy &1 ol i ST S B qO7 STUUEt & YR & o ° W@ 3
Sl

THE W F FIfeea F UG T TE 0T U & <10 ISRHAT Fi ST
T AT SR FeAl T 5 AfE A IFHAAR T FER v T @ @ @
F1 gfasT =M qen o7 YR-¥R Y9E-gH 3 S TS % §d B 9 B A A9
FEl @ qAAT 9% USIHHANI bl ST &I AU @, 399 & 799 &1 Ufasar agdt
gl

Hifeed & foam 2 fF 5704 & SIEN 9uH w9 9 sl £ gue fae
T TER A IR WellF JE H W R B wieed & v H-ga R 7y w+
3Tk ST STHR HUE WY G ST 5 K@ g9 qve & Al oW walw i @
ExCil s

TS & kR
Fifeew 4 AW & fau 9 TER & U] &) qawe #) e-

(F) IR qvE (W) sMfdw qve iR (1) FREOR a1 Sl TH IeoiE
freAfafed 1 9 fF o1 9%dl o

(F) IR T0S- THIE 2Ue & H=0ld Fifeed 7 TEYH I’ YR &
zuel 1 foum faam 8- (1) B €2 9RA (2) WA S ARA (3) TH-WR S
I TEHT =1 SR (4) @ T A9 S g Ser P

HifeeT 7 =1 YHR ® 70 1 A AU foF B SR SATER =R g
% faq e =g 7 o
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1. e g 99 § 9RE 59 o,

2. XM ST H GEH IS B S U 919 ST AR,

3. I AW HIEAT,

4, wE T H S 99 W W R A TG W G @ W Y T

5, Tl T MTH H Sy o] =,

6.  FA® AGA H gg 9,

7. 6 W UG F St ookl &,

g, e oo Yo T

10. o oo 9t & af o g9 § Semm
11, <Tel =1 U@ | 9 g8 @ | gam e

Fifecd 1 God ¢ o T8 FHR % <0e-%H F (¢ &I, €2, $ig onfe =t
T, IUSAE S H WE A T H AT SR IR AR % AIme e
EE SR & HEY W A= BlUeE SUSTH-[a9ash U Hl TH Al =1fEU)

FIfee 1 Ko © foF TioT iR o9 % F@ 1 Th-TF 7 &1 =1 T
F TFS-THFS FE SH FH H T, IR FW AT AG o S THE A, GO SR
@ W S T oz ofg Wel suuy i, 37 Geshl TSl & HANIEN Tsh WA
ITAT- 3T A T-AM AT Ffed g7 1 qoe fear s

Fifeca I7: Fear ¢ T "ma-fadr & et 3 9l w7 Siw wean § W)
Tra-faa & fodll 7 F FR o9 A7 §  A=-TEe 3T o7 A Fea fa @
S Sl ST @ ME 3, T @ & W <, TS % S h] e SN SEHul
F ISR & SeJah S oioh W ol SHehT fSiean shear & 59| afg g =t
ot =1 o7 @it STewIe H1E S Al S e ot fA iR ey Fean KA WM
bl 7 S SR A FE 31 ool A At FHiTSH SR SR wear fxar v

Fifeea 1 AefoTer & Al AU F AR IR e e # fafa=
sraqel & T wureug w1 fomR gder avi faar 21 5@ 7a € 5 =i st afg
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AESE-3ME ¥ fd SAf@ o 9 ¥ AR TR Al 3T wRegEsd 9o I0g (Feym)
Ht T < W™ R EH & 9] e @E At Ak 9h [ 9] ol a9
F IE RIS (F= Wed q¥) e wm

wifecy foraar & f afs i safoa aaerr & frefl = a1 @9 &1 g +
T, SRR 9 fFE S #1381 o oY, 9ahR 9§ R S & TE-FE PR 9,
ORI SHT TA, AN FT TN FIT T, Tl ¥ TR G Tl & 49 W S
aqrell, i ASHT HY T AT, T 1 SIS T TR ) T2 FH Al AR
T & A, T q W FH AR FH, WRA A GUA a3 9 TR ®
sTqufol = gelt W e fea s

THE Y B, T AN W Wl E-GERR A1 TEA-FE FL A I TIER
T-Fale 3MfE % foq o 919 SEH1 o Yell R F<@ 9| +iided #1 499 2 %
TfHE™T ® M #3931 W a1, IR H oA #1 3Hen 'el #R  9 :
el T gl &7fg g Tonsti w1 I9re aret, fhal &7 A1 aen ot %) 4 A fagle
el 34 e, ToW AU SR e W ST SR IR sheed fRAT |

i =gt A, faar, 9o a0 srd i auwEt 1 g # <e 3T v &t
W SIRATEH SHH AN TR S@ AR T9 SEH! Heel HAA 94| S Al el T
I A B AR S a1 9T % HE hl qA WISl I AN HE TS 0T 70 L@
S| wE-H-FHE 9 TR 1 T HS FHAAT A1) Wi g, o9 w0 g
T A SH-TFY F Sl H AR TeH HR A S, avrd 6 a7 St afdeft T 8
gfg il € a1 seel B % Toh A oI SHeRT TAT €1 0T fohar s 2o & =&,
AR & arelt, Sl T @ W% A e T AN S| W €, S Al
RAME, T, Ticle™, TR IR THEal ° TG S ¥ 30 o T 38q6 o ¥ &
ESIRECIREICIN

Fifeed 4 e % SN AU % atea e o fawn @ R S
AT I, g, A, TEU, A, OEh! SR 98T & W AR F g fom
SR HAVSHI F1eH IHE] UV UG &I Hell 4 S| A A, gen g w@E G
T A ST A T FIEHL SN T DA H 3= ol W01 K0S T G < S
=9 v ufEme 9fg e %l 32 ot @@l gue R s
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THH WY B, Tem-ars WA ol SRATT & el I I AfTER w1 @
3Ye] faTenl &t 30T § Sen T Sl asn & it & Wi S ik o SafiEr wa
W qU e H o KA @ sa & A, e afk R et = & 'y w9
A 3H WU-IvE e S SR 3W S % TE-wm Fwe G wme

TH TFER Fifeeg 3 A0 H WORTE FH Hawdl F e

WRtaR 2Ug & Ivde

Fifeea 3 WS <08 & FF AR F1 Ieem K 2| ITF STIER IR
R T oz safemal 1 Fe TR TR Tog 9 fear s

o WY & o1 stquy umiva g g € 39 &l gve A Sm e,
Tffolt 3R TF TEH W FH TG S w9 0 7 K 5901 g e ¥ S
30T T & AU wE T F TR o Ivs Tor w1 KU WM, steE el dad
AMEUS (0§ qeA) € T W) FEH T, 95 @R qIe %Y e 7 wve fea
@ 6 faaRl STt 3-SR Jre fea €1

TH YR Hifeeq 7 TR 08 ® I B AR, 3 W I 9, YR
AT T TEHT SR TURIE T F) el 7 2

anfedeR U AT ST

Hifeed 7 2l 08w gEFa AF gt § @ fae=a T R 9,
ey 3N IUH HE gUS w1 A W W U Al 90 a9 I SUH EWIEH U &) Ui 6
Y T TR 90 q% aarEl w202 3He arfaied fafay se-we euwl % fog
ST~ SAT T & s3ef=vel &7 efvmet ¥ faur o9-a9 g% e |

MR AT A

FIfeed A SATE & fIg Siet &1 e &1 B SHHT FoA © ToF SR w3
FEHY (e & faeg # HL al S 377sied & Ay Ha-$S0 T 5 H &0
ifgw)" Fifeea 7 A0 F A AR F UEd AT T FRAR F TS § WL
vl o faen ® fo <gmandter ok goedl snft @ o1 995U @ w1 SRTTE o @
Tfen| FRAE o SN-T60 F 0 - 37 TF g4 et SHE afeqnt qor =n
FN HT T T & e AMfeu™
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Hifees 9 IFEI W HA w1 9 ¥ TR w0 & 99§ 9T =R T
ferer 21 3G TR) H- Tt 7 337 1 e W, JEe & SN g 9, ST
% T W A B B e =ey

fafer & arww gUe

Fifeed 7 @i % A afyae § foaf= TR & FE ® o 1
=1 faum o 81 R =l W 79 Fifeed gr wfauiaa foare gt #19 w 30e #)
& = w3 W1 R ¥ S qve & & U fariy wea T 2

Fifee 1 fomme wramh fafy % Soom #3 =wt & fae f=fefen oel &t
A T | SR R e 1 7S, I SN ANE AN aok YdEn A o % I Wi
T 8 ° 9% YAEaR W GHdl §| A% o€ 3@ FE @1 Seoed &Ll 59 SWg 90
Teh TR ! JHAN A1 BT 39 Ty &, I i 9 Hghld =l SR 3T
i ¥ g9l &1 wa d WA WEHR & AR ¥ f3are yur que ey o

qE I Hl gl AN Hierg T8 h1 eighl iy SER 99 a0 S € 5
Y F 9K A% 9 Y- 1 IoaTd R Al ASH! H IRE 90 3R ASH Hl A
U1 &1 guE A S

TE S & T 99 F6 & fog = fKEmE 3 W 9§ 9 FE [T TS ER
Fxar a1 fordt Ufent & T19 9N i JE SR hY § O S9ehl 9RE U1 h TUS
ﬁ.\—mmlm

whifeea 1 afd-ucil & =R ot forga w9 A gvel @ faue fear 2
SEET FUA ¢ T 7 fpu o1 W ot 4% w1 St gourE iR R w1 a9 W =
qui, ofd & "1 T W ARk 7 0 ferw 2@ @ s 9o iR 9l fed gee @ Wy
fa T s@ a are Yo Ja fem W) af 9t ey | va o w9l 39RO
Tue oo S

A FE S WA L A IHT U AT Ul F BIgH W W AR FoAl I
e ufd #1981 & fa%s = FH IEET 9% FL 3 A IHH] R I T0€ <A1 =1i5U
g i S e ufd 61 Td H A ae # 2 A ST SR FeiH 907 1 o fe@
ERf

WY a1 WA RER Wy % fau Ak somast w @ tw § swelid
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T HE A S W S 0 SR e WSS 90 H ST A S|
g 3 TR HIY q HW THs Uk U F1 g4, Jd H A1 AT TgE dl
W AW ¥ Sff 1 7 UEY U2 SR R9 & SHd T 308 KA S
7% fFet da =aF | 4% 3 WER aea F al w08 F e 3 W
HIS O WE| 39 YR 1 < S & FRE U € S W e % \veel g 9
HIg TENT SU| SR Y07 U 31+ 541 a1 € o Yer qus H ¢ fear s

afsld & W AR HE S 721 92T BE-BEI ITER S a5gd I TWER ITER
FX A BR STER W S & 9RE 701 AR 92 STeR W =e&E 901 50 5o sE| afg
STER ® 98 GH T FEA A T A W I W Hw oIve e s o
syl =l afg gEy F Al I W S W g 3ve f’wn w1 Ak 9 wi-gew fen
qeTehTd TR 21 S9N 1 916 od 30 ® O @i JUe | o4 <ve fea s

Fifeea 7 fag! w1 W A 96 STH R <08 F1 faue fa 21 38+ sigar afa
R 9T g W T: 0 I0S TN I, A AR a9 B T ® FRO TR
q AL HEgl S| Uit & Thd W R A% HE S W G 9 el 1 39 W IRE
T <vg foar 9 afe 9 ggit & € R H well 99 a9 39 89U Fl U8 fe
SRl

Tfq T RN B o TS w1 o R W I [, e W diE @ eI
AW F1 & W &1 |4 < aelt S &1 98 901 0 A | a7 «E S
fafug safeal & o 981 sgeger F @ 39 guq 9red <ve faar 9 afg ag fHide
o % T W AR S A 39 = 9 gve o S

forafe fed fordl W-aetl 1 194 ¥ H IR01 < ol W G 901 %1 2vs &
S| AR HE S T F R W A e 38e W H g9 W @ 39 feafa #
Terardt Ty wgen W) geg, <A, faaf ok wee it o St e gty &
el S T 1 T O W AR B [ A0 T A e F @l o
Y e @ 98 GNE 9T 30 kT ST 2

T # frfl M-y = WY S & 9o & g | Siiied %1 fFen € 6
fd MW G HT I M F T el S H aRe 0 w1 e fewn s Ak w9y
Ao+ foe freh o9 &1 Feae = Al S W =g 90 o T w1 A s
T &7 e T8 ST Y w d 3W YO Wed v KA W @R e gl & =t
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T GeTH WEY TUS| 9E A% TH ST W L 91 U9 T8l gEn A oy fEwu
WM & 9% 98 SH YUY &l &L df 39 I <ve ke -

T HE W A FiE 0 TH7d S F Wy o 519 A S T w9 R ww
% WY Tefl W, 9 I Ul §U€ fE7 S TEa Wi &, 9fe &g S ounl, Siud 9
ol T T ¥ ryen FoRe wiery 1 afsfa R0 % Wy AgE % fo =R 9 am e
T 30 fITwRR 2 oWy & 3aR 3ve fen s

Hifees & woF ® T o107 ofd &1 9w % gER T Bl Sigw] qE FE
it fFell T T & 7y foere # @ foae 6 9 gev 39 @i S %A 9, 39
foame & it M o, 2 9+ft A, St F1 awHE a1 S T " IHHN AT FE
¥ FH % YRR 99 W™ R I it qve e s

= & fFH T I F BUE 9 faar F9 a FfE | oA qm
TUE T WM SR 39 W Yok 7 T R € 9% Ay fern S 35 U S R
% W I et fode % €, 39 R M @i ©h 9 91 901 5 S R
SHET TR g3T Yok aon Bt o9 ot s w1 e s
Haef
1. Hifeen  Fifeeia sAoforea, AqaRH et 1R, siew, f qo=, amoE, G
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Hindu Trinity in Laos

Ishwar Sharan Vishwakarma®*

The people of ancient India established colonies in South-East Asia not by
force of arms but by peaceful, commercial and religious activities. It was for this
region that the effect was almost permanent in nature. There are numerous evidences
of this novel method of performance almost singular in the history of mankind.
Hindu civilization itself is broad based on a spirit of harmony and inclusiveness
which does not regard anything humane as essentially alien or repugnant either to
man or God. All those who came in touch with its vivifying influence contributed to
make it richer and more universal while they themselves participated in the deeper
and wider life presented by it.

The term South-East Asia was coined during the Second World War as a term
of military usages bul now it has become geographical. The area ol South-East Asia
may broadly be delined as nearly the whole of Indo-Chinese peninsula and East
Indies — called by the Indians respectively as Suvarnabhumi and Suvarnadvipa. To
be more precise, it comprised the territories, now known as Burma (Myamara), Siam
(Thailand), Kambuja (Cambodia), Malay Peninsula, Champa (L.aos and Vietnam)
on the mainland and the islands of Sumatra, Java, Madura, Bali and Borneo elc. on
the East Indies.

The countries of South East Asia have a glorious past of which any civilized
region may justly be proud. The relics of their glorious past can yet be seen in its
ancient cities and the achievements of the prominent Kings of Champa as Sri Mara
and Harivarman, Fa Ng un of Laos were the main builders and organizers of Hinduism
and Buddhism in their time.

Laos boundcd by Thailand, China, Victnam and Cambodia is a grcen and
mountainous land with decep river valleys. It cannot be said with certainty as to how

and when Hinduism was introduced in Laos. Howcever, we arc told that in the sixth
century A.D. Funan' camc to be conquered by its northern vassal statc of Chenla

*Professor, Deptt. of Ancient History, Archacology and Culture, D.D.U. Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur



102 | Manaviki

which was ultimately divided into two parts viz. (i) Upper Chenla (i.e. the Laos state
to the west of Annam), and (ii) Lower Chenla (called Water Chenla or Maritime
Chenla — the capital was probably Vyadhapura). Hinduism became quite popular in
Laos and was adopted by a large number of people as the main religion. Since Laos
formed parts of the Kambuja empire about 8™ or 9 century A.D., she was naturally
very much influenced by the religious condition of that country. It is, therefore, justly
said that Laos, particularly Vientiane and Luang Prabang had received ideas of
Hinduism indirectly from India, probably through Cambodia and with the result
Hinduism (Saivism and Vaishnaism etc.) flourished in the regions and the people in
general were quite familiar with the Brahmanical philosophical ideas and religious
beliefs.

The prevalence of Hinduism in Laos is attested to by the inscriptions and
archaeological objects of the country. The Phou Lokhon in Sanskrit language
consisting of six lines, comprising three verses in the anustubh metre, is engraved
on the north-east face of a sandstone column which crowns the top of the hill called
Phon Lokhon. It records the erection of a Siva Linga by King Mahendravarman
which still stands on the spot at a distance of 21/2 metres from the inscribed column.?
The remains of the temple of Vat Phu on the Lingaparvata containing Bhadresvara
Siva is still extant to the south-west of Champasaka in South Laos.? The specimen of
the religious art at Vat Phu depicts Indra on Airavata and Visnu on Garuda.* It was
in the seventh century A.D. that Jayavarman [ had installed a stele inscription which
he named as Lingaparvata (the mountain containing the Linga or phallic
representation of Lord Siva). An inscription of 835 A.D. speaks of Sresthapura as a
holy place because of its association with the worship of Lord Siva. These instances
are the greatest evidence of the presence of Hinduism in Laos. Whatever be the
precise nature and age of the process of Indian cultural alliance and influences its
extent was deep and extensive and its impact were felt in every sphere of theit cultural
and religious life. It is not possible to make representation of all due to paucity of
time and space, but an interesting case study in the field of Hinduism, we would like
to analyse in brief the trinity of Hindu religion and its impact and influence on Lao
religion.

BRAHMA - By the Hindus Brahma 1s belicved to be the crcator of the
Universce. He is referred to as creator in many Lao inscriptions but he docs not scem
to have held a very promincnt position in Laos. He is also called here Chaturanan
having four faccs and in scveral inscriptions of the 13" century A/D/, he is referred
to as Svavamutpanna or sclf created. In once inscription he is said to have madce the
golden pcak of mount Meru.
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King Jaya Parameshwar Varman installed an image of Svayamutpanna at
Phanrang in 1233 A.D. and rich endowments were made to the God by the King
himself, his heir apparent Nandaphadra, his Commander-in-Chief Adhimanyudeva
and by the King Indravarman. Only two small images of Brahma have been discovered
in Myson. These were originally placed in temples A and B. Brahma also figures in
bas-relief decorations of temples but mostly as a subsidiary God.

The characteristic feature of the image of Brahma are his four faces — ofcourse,
only three being visible in most cases and his Vahana — the goose. His common
attributes are roasary and lotus-stems. In a bas-relief in Touranne Museum Brahma
is represented as standing with four heads and eight arms holding a scepter in one of
them.

The scene figuring the birth of Bralima has been referred to in conncction
with Visnu. Here Bralvma wears a sacred thread and holds a discus and a long necked

bottlc 1n his hands. Brahma 1s usually scated on lotus in onc casc the scrpents form
his bed.

The real importance of Brahma lies in the [act that he is regarded as a member
of the trinity. We [ind the conception of the trinity of Brahmanic Gods in one of the
earliest records of Champa. The Myson inscription ol Bhadravarman dating (rom
the 5™ century A.D. begins with a reverence (0 Uma and Mahesvara as well as o
Brahma and Visnu.> The same idea is conveyed by iconographic representations on
decorative panels. The tympanum at Trach Pho has a Mukhalinga in the middle with
Brahma seated on a serpent Lo the proper right and Visnu seated on a boar, 10 the
proper left. Both these Gods are turned towards Siva with joined hands and two
attributes of Visnu viz. a discus and a club are shown in the background.® In the
tympanum ol U Diem, Siva and Uma riding on a single bull occupying the centre,
Brahma and Visnu, with joined hands, and seated respectively on a lotus and a Garuda,
are in the upper right and upper lelt corners, while two other [igures, an armed soldier
and Karttikeya, occupying position just below these figures.” At Thuy Trieu, however,
Visnu occupies the central position with Brahma on the left and Siva on the right.
Siva rides a boar, and both the God have their hands joined in an attitude of prayer.

VISNU - In India the Lord Visnu is the object of worship and devotion as the
Supreme God.* The cult of Visnu known as Vaisnavism flourished side by side with
Brahmanism and Saivism in Laos. This fact is attested to by the inscriptions and
archaeological objects of the country.’ Visnu was known by various names such as
Purusottama, Narayana, Hari, Govinda, Madhava, Vikrama and Tribhuvanakranta.®
The Kings of Laos took delight in comparing themselves to Visnu and sometimes
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even regarded themselves as his incarnation. Thus Jaya Rudravarman was regarded
as incarnation of Visnu and his son Sri Jaya Harivarmandeva Sivanandana regarded
himself as a unique Visnu whose glories surpassed those of Rama and Krsna, firmly
established in all directions.

The epigraphic records are in this respect fully corroborated by the actual
images of Visnu discovered at Champa. The one erected by Prince Nank Glaum
Vijaya and found at Bien Hoa is seated cross-legged in Indian style and richly
decorated.’! He has four arms, two of them hold two clubs, while the other two hold
a discus and conch-shell. He wears a sacred thread, a unique feature as it is absent
from the other images of Visnu in Champa, about seven or eight in number, which
have so far been discovered. In some decorative panels Visnu, is represented as riding
on Garuda or seated cross-legged on its back.”? There are also images of the
Anantasayana of Visnu. The God is lying at ease on the coils of serpent Vasuki,
whose seven hoods guard his head. From the navel of the God rises a lotus on the
petals of which is seated Brahma in an attitude meditation. That the scene is laid on
the bed of the ocean is indicated by wavy lines with fishes.”® Laksmi, the Sakti of
Visnu also referred to a Padma and Sri, was a well-known goddess of the country.
Several inscriptions of the country give long the history of an image of Laksmi,
originally installed by King Sambhuvarman and reinstalled by King Vikrantavarman
in 731 A.D. The Goddess is frequently represented as having only two arms and
holding stems of lotus plant.!*

Although the grcat god of the trinity viz. Brahma, Visnu and Siva almost
monopolized the homage and worship of the pcople, the lesser Gods of Hindu
panthcon werce not altogether forgotten. In one inscription we find the reverence to
all the Gods and rccogniscs their importance in the following words :-

“In some places Indra, Brahma and Visnu, in some Vasuki, in some places
Sankara, in some places Ascetics, Sun Moon, Agni, Varuna and in some places
mmages ol Abhayada (Buddha) appeared [or the deliverance of creature.” It shows
that side by side with the pompous worship of Siva and Visnu there were popular
cults of various Gods and Goddesses.

SIVA - Siva, the second God of trinity, had an important position in Laos.
Some of the great achievements of Indian Siva were quite familiar in Champa. The
famous episode of burning Kamadeva (cupid) to ashes is again and again referred to.
Being struck with the arrow named Sammohana by cupid, he reduced the latter to
ashes by means of burning fire proceeding from his third eye, but later on again
restored him to life. This well-known allegorical myth, depicting Siva’s absolute
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control over sensual passions, is a favourite theme of Sanskrit poets and has been
immortalized by Kalidasa in his famous book Kumarasambhava. Apparently, this
aspect of Siva s character made a deep impression upon his devotees at Champa.

The second memorable achievement of Siva, stressed in the inscription of
Champa, is the destruction of the demon Tripura and his three cities in the sky. The
third mythological incident about Siva is the story of Upamanyu. This has been
narrated at great length in the Anusasanaparva of the Mahabharatha which agrees
with the inscriptions of Champa in extolling Mahadeva in the most extravagant
terms and placing him above all other Gods including Brahma and Visnu.

In Champa Siva was represented both as a human figure as well as linga
form. The latter occurs morce frequently as in India than the image of Siva. As a
human figurc Siva 1s represented in a varicty of forms. The image of Siva found at
Myson arc less decorated and much simple in design.'” In onc of the standing style
of the image we find that the uppcr part of the body 1s nudc, while two garments
fixced by a belt round the waist cover the lower part. The lower garment rcaches
almost upto the ankle, but the upper once stops at the knec. There is a roasary round
the wrist of the right hand, while the left hand holds a vasc. The hair is arranged in
three stages on the head. The God has a smiling tace with finc moustaches and the
third cyc is represented on the forchead. Very often Siva is represcented as scated in
an attitude of meditation.’® Somctimes there is a beautifully decorated halo behind
the head."”

Siva is sometlimes represented as a human (igure with extra hands in various
attitudes. He abides in eight forms corresponding to hiseight names — Sarva, Bhava,
Pasupati, Isana, Bhima, Rudra, Mahadeva and Ugra. Sometimes, Siva is represented
as seated Nandin, very much in the same style as one sits on a chair. One of the
oldest lingas of Siva came 10 be regarded as the national deity and maintained this
position throughout the course of history. Towards the close of the [ourth or the
beginning ol the [lifth century A.D. Bhavavarman established a /inga named
Bhadreshwara in a temple of Myson which soon became a national sanctuary. The
king endowed the temple with the land [or the maintenance ol the officials of the
temple. From the middle ol the eleventh century A.D. Srisana-Bhadresvara came 10
occupy the position of national God. It is thus absolutely clear that
Sambhubhadresvara or Srisanabhadresvara was regarded as the national deity ol
Champa [rom beginning to end, and most elaborate arrangements compatible with
wealth and resources ol the kingdom were made [or his worship.

In addition to Sivalinga which attained the position of the national deity,
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there were many others though of less importance. The most remarkable among
these was a mukhalinga of Sambhu in Po. Nagar but it never acquired the status of a
national deity like Sambhu-Bhadresvara or Srisanabhadresvara. A tendency to
associate with their own names with the gods which were established by them was
also prevalent in the country such as King Indravarman — Indravarman Sivalingisvara.
A number of deities came to be associated with Siva. The most prominent among
them was of course, the Sakti of Siva known variously as Uma, Gauri, Bhavani,
Mahabhagavati, Devi and Mahadevi. There was also a temple of Ganesa (Sri
Vinayaka) at Nhatrang but statues of this deity and Skanda-Karttikeya are rare.

We can conclude that the spread of Hindu thought in the counry of Champa
was an intellectual conquest, not an exchange of ideas according to Sir Charles Eliot.'*
Indian religious system since the contact with Cambodia and its neighbouring
countries in the early centuries of the Christian era made a profound impact on the
people inhabiting in these regions and moulded their way of life to a great extent
after the Indian pattern. It is no wonder, therefore, that the Indian travellers who
founded a new settlement in South-East Asia transplanted to their lands of adoption
the religious ideas with which they were at home.
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Nationalism and Tagore's '‘Home and The World'

Yashpal Singh* & Shikha Singh**

“Complete social development is possible only through the wholistic
development of the universe. Wholistic development of the universc
demands healthy constellation. Human beings have an immense power
to work, to struggle and to create individually and collectively, as
well but, it needs to be fully realized for the service of the universe/
mankind.”

Swami Vivekanand

Tagore’s concept of nationalism is very broad. It suggests love for mankind
all over the world. Nationalism as generally dircected to a narrow channel affects
adversely the interests of the other countries. Tagore feels that such nationalism is
bound to stand in the way ol human development. It was the prevalence ol such
feelings among the French and German that resulted in war between the two countries.
Every child in France was taught to hate Germans and vice-versa. Such feelings of
nationalism arc not conducive to the maintenance of pcace in the world.

Tagore suggests that nationalism is an organised self-interest of the whole
pcople and the organization of the politics and commence for sclfish ends and an
organised power for exploitation. This sort of nationalism admits that individual
citizens ol one’s nationality are always right whereas others are always wrong. He
makes it clean in his collection of lectures entitled nationalism (1917):

... the spirit of conflict and conquest is at the origin and
the centre of co-operation. It is like the pack predatory
creatures, that must have its victims. With all its heart it
cannot bear to see its hunting grounds. converted into
cultivated fields. In fact these nations are fighting among

*Ex-Lecturer, Deptt. of English. Guru Shri Gorakshnath School ol Nursing, Gorakhnath Mandir Parisar,
Gorakhpur
**Assistant Professor, Deptt. of English, D.D.U. Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur
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themselves for the extension of their victims and their
reserve lorests. Therelore the western nations acts like a
dam to check the free flow of western civilization of
power, therefore it is exclusive, it is naturally unwilling
to open its source of powcer to thosc whom it has sclected
for its purpose of exploitation.!

Thus Tagore rejects the western concept of nationalism in which the people
of a particular nation love their own nation and hate the rest of the world. Such
nationalism, according to Tagore, is a politically motivated organization of the people
to wield power on them. But nationalism has its Bright side also. Tt has emancipated
men from the tyranny of autocratic imperialism. None can deny it as a source of
emotional sublimation. It enables man to transcend the bounds of the caste, the tribe
and locality. We can not ignorc the merit of nationalism, as for cxample, it creates
love for the country, spirit of brotherhood, preservation of the diversities of national
cultures, healthy spirit of national rivalry. Therelore Tagore advises the nation of the
west to come out of their narrow cell and build a world community on the plane of
harmony and co-operation only when the world can live in harmony and durable
pcacc can be guaranteed. It can ncever be attained by an organization like the League
of Nations or United Nations Organization, purely based on political edifice to
safeguard the interest of the ‘Great Powers’.

Nationalism according to Tagore, narrows the way of thinking and confines
him to narrow circle. It makes man sclfish. He wants that all human beings should
be given equal status in all spheres and so should be with the nations, for the fuller
development. His patriotism and love [or mother India as well as ancient Indian
culture and civilization was most deep rooted. He regarded the world as the habitation
of man’s spirit and not a mere reservoir of political power. He accepted the ideal of
genuine mingling of the heart of all races. According to him only a free and
unconstrained development of the individuality of nations could provide the basis
for a genuine universality. The closed wall of nations have to be demolished and the
foundations he lad for racial synthesis and cultural co-operation. All elements that
create barriers between people have to be substituted by the spirit of interdependence
and brotherhood. In this paper I proposc to discuss Tagore’s concept of nationalism
as illustrated artistically and at some length in his novel Home and the World.

"Home and the World’ deals with Tagore’s concept of nationalism. Sandip
and Bimbla represent the narrow sense of western nationalism in the novel. Bimala
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is a highly intelligent, fiery girl whose very name conveys both everyday plainness
and (ranscendent power. She marries into a rich, aristocratic family proud ol the
beauty of its women and equally of its dissipated self-destructive men. However, her
husband Nikhilesh or Nikhil as she finds out, has broken the family tradition. Only
he has marricd a girl who is not beautiful; he 1s a well educated, modern man given
to scholarship and social work as well. Bimala comes in contasct with Sandip (Nikhil’s
(riend) when Nikhil invites Sandip for dinner at home. Sandip is a (irebrand leader
of Swadeshi Movement in Bengal. Nikhil has been supporting Sandip financially
whereas he does not support Sandip’s narrow nationalism based on caste, religion,
rcign and the country. In the novel ‘Home and the World’, two concepts of nationalism
have appeared. One is western nationalism represented through Bimala and Sandip
and second is the true nationalism of Tagore represented through the protagonist of
the novel Nikhil.

Bimala narrates the moments when she came in contact with Nikhil’s friend
Sandip, a swadeshi leader introduced (o her by her husband. Sandip’s introduction
to Bimala by Nikhil brings about disharmony in his household. It is seen in the novel
that Sandip reduces Bimala into joining the Swadeshi Movement and thereby getting
her to purloin some moncy from her husband to support the Swadeshi Movement.
‘When Bimala hears, Sandip speech in public, she is thrilled and inspired by his
ideals. He appears like a conqueror of Bengal’ (Nandy 1994 : 26)*. Bimala regrets
quite often for not being beautiful. She wishes Sandip could find the Shakti of the
motherland manifest in her. She asks herself if Sandip Babu would find the Shakti of
motherland in me? (Taogre 1992:31)3. Sandip too fircs her imagination by making
proclaimatory remarks:

Then the blessings of the country must be voiced by its
goddess. This is the reason for my anxiety that you should
rcturn, so that my talisman may begin to work from today.*

Tagore suggests that the violence is the natural by product of the strategy of
mobilization employed by Sandip and his enthusiastic followers. Such a mobilization
requires symbols embedded in exclusive cultural religious idiom which Sandip tries
to put through the characters of Bimala to represent Hindu goddess. He impresses
the peasants as well as Bimala by his fine speeches in the name of the nation and
mislead them.

In thc namc of rcligion and nation Sandip 1s trying to prove his own idca of
narrow nationalism which divides human beings in terms of caste, colour, religion,
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reign, langnage and nation. The ill-effect of Swadeshi Movement could be seen
through the Pandu’s episode in the novel ‘Home and the World’. Pandu is a devotee
of Nikhil’s teacher Chandranath Babu (Masterji). Pandu is somehow running his
household. Every morning he wakes at dawn and takes a basket filled with paan,
tobacco, colourcd strings, mirrors, combs ctc. which appcals to the farmer women,
wades through the knee-deep pond and goes to the area where the lower castes live.
Over there he trades his wares [or paddy, which letches him a little more than a
purely monetary exchange. Everyday he returns quickly and goes to make sweetmeats
at the sweet-shop. When he returns from there, it’s late at night. Even after working
so hard, hc and his family gets two squarcs mcals, a day only a few months of the
year. At the very outset he fills his stomach with a jug of water and large portion of
his meal consists ol cheap variety ol banana. At least [our months in a year, he only
gets one meal a day. Panchu left his wife due to some serious disease and because of
lack of money, no medical aid could be provided to her. He borrowed some money
from Chandranath Babu (Masterji) for the business of cheap clothes to carn little
money so that he could pay his debts gradually and take care of his children. But one
day unflortunately a group ol supporters ol Sandip’s Swadeshi Movement stopped
Panchu in the way and forced him to burn all his clothes because they were foreign
clothes. Panchu denies to burn them and requests them to leave him. But the extremists
1gnoring his pathctic request burnt them anyway. Thus Panchu falls a victim to
Swadeshi Movement. It is not only Panchu who suffers because of Sandip’s brand of
nationalism but many other small traders and poor people in the whole country.

Tagorc is a bitter critic of narrow nationalism on account of which poor and
inocent people like Panchu have to suffer. Tagore feels that nationalism represented
through Sandip in the novel ‘Home and the World™ (‘Ghare Baire’) is a kind of
nationalism that robs people of their individuality and reduces them to a mass
collectivity. It turns the mass into an impersonal and efficient machinery.

Tagore feels that the concept of Nation and ‘nationalism’ has been imported
from the west which narrows the way ol thinking and confines people to narrow
circle. Such nationalism makes man selfish and organizes people for a ‘mechanical’
purpose.

Tagore contrasts the western concept of nationalism in which a nation develops
as a spontaneous self-expression of man as a social being. He emphasizes that nations
are organic and natural formations that develop when men live in co-operation with
one-another. The same idea of nationalism has been projected through the character
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of Nikhil in the novel in his argument with Sandip:

We are free to practice our own religion but others’ religion

is out of bounds. Just because I am a Vaishnav docsn’t

mean the Kali worshipper should give up bloodshed.

There 1s no choice. Muslim should be allowed Lo practice

their religion in their way. Don’t create a problem over

this.5

Nikhil does not oppose the worship of the Goddess Bharatmata but he does

not approve of the hatred [or other nations / religions. His concept of nationalism is
to live ones own country. people and religion but at the cost of others. He supports
the Swadeshi Movement of Sandip financially but at the same time he suggests
Sandip that we should win the taith of the pcople for the movement by well-wishes
of human beings. We should not force them to follow our ideology when they do not
accept it willingly. Long before the advent of Swadeshi Movement, Nikhil, a patriot
to the core, has done his best to encourage indigenous manufacture in his estates.
though without much success. Being a rich Zamindar, he can afford to the luxury of
importcd goods but prefers the native oncs.

Nikhil supports Swadeshi Movement but not at the cost of equality,
brotherhood and welfare of the common people. He knows well that Sandip is against
him and he is using his money against Nikhil. Nikhil represents the philosophy of
non-violence whercas Bimala and Sandip stand in opposition to Nikhil. They favour
violence, militant nationalism and hatred to the others in the name of caste, colour,
religion, reign, language and territory.

Nikhil’s nationalism is to love oncs own country and pcoplc at the same time
respect the people of other countries. His nationalism is to love mankind. He rejects
the kind of narrow nationalism which divides people [or the sake ol nation. Nikhil is
the representative of Tagore’s thought. Tagore’s concept of Swadeshi Samaj and
village uplift programme and ideals have been expressed through the mouth of Nikhil.
On the other hand Sandip represcents the revolutionarices of that time of Bengal. Thus
Tagore portrays the contrasting characters in such a way that their political differences
could be revealed. Moreover, the novel represents the mental action and reaction of
these characters as evident trom their stories.

Tagorc’s central focus in this novel is not the destruction of particular family
but the social-political consequences of a movement propagated by militant
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nationalists. Bimala’s home and her proposed world are, of course, destroyed and
this destruction represents at the figurative level, the destruction of the society that
had so far managed to live in relative stability and peace. Tagore sees through and
exposes the reductive nature of an aggressive nationalism, and he sees it as spawning
gencerations of professional — politicians who could destroy the fabric of socicty that
was held together by its tolerant, plural ways of life.
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Inclusive Growth and Equality of Opportunity

Rajesh Pal*

Abstract : There is now a genuine and widespread recognition about the adverse
social conscquences of rising incqualitics in the recent high growth phase, which do
not scem to be mitigated through the so called ‘trickle-down’ mechanism. The
government has coneerned that high growth alone has not addressced the challenges of
‘erowth with social justice’; rcalising these facts whole scctions in the XI™ Plan
document of Government of India has been attributed to “Towards IFaster and More
Inclusive Growth”. Inclusive growth is defincd in the XI* Plan as ‘growth proccss
which yiclds broad bascd benefits and ensures equality of opportunity for all’.

To increase the bargaining power of rural and distressed people, National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act, recently named as Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act was passed by parliament in September 2005 and came
into force in February 2006. Recent experience shows that the implementation of Right
to Information Act holds a great promise for improving the effectiveness of this and
similar schemes designed to improve the lot of the poor. Further, Right to Education
Act, National Food Security Act and National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) was
started to bring the neglected sectors into the mainstream of economic development,
Exercise of political power by the common people continues to be swayed by
considerations of caste, religion, Tanguage and region. Notahle constitutional legislative
and policy reforms including the 73 and 74™ amendments have demonstrated the
Government of India’s commitment to increase the political participation of
marginalised groups.

Introduction:

Growth is possible only at the cost ol some inflation. We also know that
there is a trade-off relationship between unemployment and inflation. The benefits
of growth percolate to some specific sector of the economy and to particular sections
of the socicty. This type of growth led to the concentration of the resources and
wealth to the particular section of the society.

*Assistant Prafessor. Depit. of Economics, M.G. Kashi Vidyapeeth., Varanasi (U.P.)



114 | Manaviki

Under mixed economy approach, those industries (i.e., coal, mining, steel,
power, and roads) which were critically important (or the development of the economy
were retained by the government. The private sector was allowed to establish
industries and business enterprises, but was subject to control and regulation that
camc in the form of laws. This was also considered nceessary, so that resources and
wealth would not get concentrated in few hands. Public sector enterprises were
established (o eliminate poverly, reduce inequalities in the distribution ol income
and wealth, achieve economic growth with social justice, create infrastructure, labour
welfare, social security and provisioning of essential goods to masses had become
corrupt. As a result these enterpriscs started making lossces to the tunc of Rs.203
crore in 1980-81 (Pal, Rajesh, 2009: 229). Further, these enterprises failed to eliminate
twin problems ol our economy i.e., poverty and unemployment completely.

The financial crisis forced the India government to borrow moncy from
international banks such as World Bank and IME All these led to the framing of
New Economic Policy that aims 10 pull the country out of economic crisis and (o
accelerate the rate of economic growth. (Pant, Nalini, 2003: 113). The new economic
policy has accelerated the rate of growth but it has not percolated the benefit of
growth to thesc masscs of the country. Non-other than our Prime Minister Dr. Man
Mohan Singh very candidly admitted in 2009 that the poor are still too poor in India
and that the country needed to do much to improve their standard ol living. To achieve
these goals, he felt that the economy had to grow fast enough to create job
opportunities faster than the growth of labour force. Realising these facts, whole
scctions in the XI'" Plan document of Government of India has been attributed to
“Towards Faster and More Inclusive Growth.” Our Eleventh Plan is being formulated
al a ime when the economy is taking a leap ahead into last growth, and at the same
time being a vibrant democracy the process is one of inclusive development. Inclusive
growth is defined in the XI" Plan as ‘growth process which yields broad based benefits
and cnsurcs cquality of opportunity for all’, it stands for ‘cquitable dcvelopment™ or
“growth with social justice’, which have always been the watch words of development
planning in India. India’s centralised planning process is governed by seven cardinal
policy objectives: growth, social justice and equity, modernisation, self-reliance, food,
productivity, and employment.

Inclusive growth is, however, not new, though it seems to be new concept. It
is akin o the principal goal of planning in India: to accelerate the pace ol economic
growth with social justice (referring to equitable distribution of income) implies a
situation of economic development. It implies not only more and more of goods and
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services are produced, but also the benefit of greater production accrues to larger
sections ol the society. Inclusive growth is not only desirable [rom equity point of
view but also important for stable growth, pro-poor growth and growth with human
face. Inclusive growth therefore focus on creating both opportunities and making
the opportunitics accessible to all. Access implics that cconomy is providing the
means to bring opportunities and capability together. Further security is an important
component of inclusive growth. Security implies the provision ol means [or people
to protect themselves against a temporary or permanent loss of livelihood. The
inclusive growth can only be achieved by combining economic growth with human
face. Thus the stratcgy of inclusive growth requires four factors, which cnable the
people to become an active partner in the process of socio-economic growth. These
lactors are opportunily, capability, access and security which new policy failed to
provide all. On the other hand, there is a pressing need, in fact, compulsion, if one is
serious about a really inclusive growth, to do something to fill the vacuum and correct
the imbalanccs lcft by the operation of the globalisation policy.

The crores of poor working women have the ability and enterprise to move
the country out of poverty, but the policy-makers are afraid to let them take a lead.
Mohammad Yunus of Bangladesh has shown that poor women can take the Icad in
development. When Mohammad Yunus first started Grameen Bank, he started giving
loans (0 men, but the repayment rate was poor and Grameen Bank could not grow.
He then observed that women were borrowing and repaying much better than men.
Development without keeping the poor and women at the centre, will neither remain
“fast” nor “inclusive”. The poor and womcn, cspecially the poor women, arc the key
to India’s faster and sustainable growth (Bhatt, 2006: 04).

In the present context of globalisation. associated with trade and financial
liberalisation, the contribution of information and communication technology to GDP
growth is rising sharply and beccoming the driving force behind rising incqualitics,
as it raises the demand for skills that are in short supply and highly unequally
distributed between dillerent regions, income groups and between males and [emales
(Rao. 2009: 5). One of the objectives of the new economic policies is to generate
employment. Though new jobs are being created in the economy, it is not sufficient
to mect the increasing job requircment in the country. The new policy has failed to
generate additional employment opportunities, particularly in rural areas, where more
than 65 percent ol the total population live. There is now a genuine and widespread
recognition about the adverse social consequences of rising inequalities in the recent
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high growth phase, which do not seem to be mitigated through the so called ‘trickle-
down’ mechanism. Besides, the benefits ol the globalisation have accrued only (o
one part of India: the India of IT parks and financial markets, businessmen and traders,
corporate leaders and executives and, yes, also the white-collar workers in new
corporatc hubs like Gurgaon. Let us call this globaliscd India. Then there 1s other
India: Bharat as once we used to call it. The India of small farmers, tribal’s clinging
Lo their disappearing [orests in Orissa, landless dalits living in the shadow of upper
caste atrocities, shivering Bihari workers building roads in the frozen deserts of
Ladakh. It is another India till recently untouched by globalisation. This other India
1s by far the largest constitucncy in this country. Mobilisation of other India within
the democratic space and within the process of socio- economic development is
probably the single greatest political, social and economic challenge ol our times.
(Mundle, 2010). This underlines the need for effective domestic policy to expand
the opportunities for education and acquisition of necessary skills in the less developed
arcas and for the socio-cconomically disadvantaged scctions. Inclusive growth 1s
regarded as new mantra of development. For inclusive growth, rapid economic growth
and rapid human development should go hand in hand.

The non-inclusiveness can be gauzed from the fact that with about 27 per
cent of the population in India i3 still living below poverty line. On the other hand,
India boasts of 36 dollar-billionaires much ahead of Japan and China and couple ol
them among the ten richest men of the world. The main causes of inequities are lack
of governance or poor governance, asymmetry of education, skills, opportunities,
infrastructurc and health carc ctc. Thesc factors varics from region to region, statc to
state and regional, rural and urban disparities.

Infrastructure: Regional and Rural Urban Divide:
Infrastructure:

Economic infrastructure and social infrastructure facilitates economic growth
and social development in a manner like an axel [acilitates the movement of a wheel.
Thus, infrastructure of a country is the basis of a growth and development of a country.
Poor infrastructure implies a poor state of growth and development; a sound
infrastructurc implics a robust statc of growth and devclopment (Ohri, jain, 2006:
200). The Indian economy continues to be constrained primarily by the insufficiency
of physical and social infrastructure where the government plays a major role
(Ra0,2009: 05). At a little over 4 per cent of GDP in the base year of the Eleventh
Plan, public investment in infrastructure was seriously deficient. This is explained



Inclusive Growth and Equality of Opportunityl 117

by years of underinvestment relative to the requirements (World Bank, 2008). In
view of the steep decline in the share of public investment in the overall investment,
the Planning Commission admits that there is “a very great limitation on the influence
that fiscal quantities, allocations and strategy can directly exert on growth rates,
cspecially at state Ievel”, and suggest that “statcs have, therefore, to focus on providing
the necessary policy framework and supporting environment that makes economic
aclivily possible and attractive enough [or private sector investments (Rao, 2009: 06
). But, can such a ‘supporting environment” make good the gaps in public investment
in infrastructure? Historically, due to the differences in land tenure systems of
governance in terms of skills, responsivencss and the quality of delivery systems
(Rao, 2009: 07). It should be noted in this context that unlike capital — which is
highly mobile across regions and continents — good governance couldn’t be
transplanted in an area, as it evolves basically within the prevailing socio-political
structure over a long period.

The current growth and development model centred on big metros is
unsustainable. Having experienced years of economic migration, these large cities
are literally bursting at the seams. They are left with creaking infrastructure —
compoundcd by shoddy urban planning — and poor civic amcnitics, all of which is
reflected in the fast depreciating quality of life. Yet people continue to be drawn to
metros due o the allure ol better career prospects. The only way Lo reverse this trend
is to have multiple growth poles spread across the length and breadth of the country.
It is encouraging that many of the small cities showing robust economic growth are
located in the BIMARU regions. Small citics and towns appcar to be doing morc to
power India’s growth story than big metros. Confirming this are the latest income
tax statistics, which indicate that Tier II and Tier III cities like Patna, Lucknow,
Meerut and Kanpur have far outstripped Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata in
terms of growth and corporate tax collections. In fact Patna has seen as much as 95
per cent growth in personal income tax figurcs over the 2009-10 period comparced to
a mearly 4 per cent for Delhi and 6 per cent for Mumbai. Such a shift towards growth
driven by regional centres can help mitigate the problems ensuing [rom unequal
development and, therefore, needs to be encouraged (The Times of [ndia, 2010: 12).
Apart from releasing the creative energies of the people viability of smaller states
may have contributcd to better governance, attracting greater private investment from
outside as well as planning and utilising resources more efficiently ((Rao, 2009: 07).
Conducive conditions needs (o be created to encourage India as well as foreign
investors to increasingly invest in small cities and townships. Crucial to this is creating
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sound infrastructure. There needs to be a significant number of quality schools and
colleges 10 churn out skilled professional (o cater to the needs of emerging businesses.
This in turn will have a positive trickle-down effect and galvanise the rural economy
of the respective states (The Times of India, 2010: 12). Apart from releasing the
crcative cncergics of the people viability of smaller statcs may have contributed to
better governance, attracting greater private investment from outside as well as
planning and utilising resources more elficiently.

Regional and Rural-Urban Divide:

Rapid cconomic growth has led to a greater urbanisation in India and generated
vast gaps between rural and urban areas. Although 65 per cent population lives in
rural areas, still rural areas lack basic amenities in terms of economic infrastructure
and social infrastructure. Inadequacy of infrastructure in the less developed regions
and rural areas in general in the country is responsible for the inability of such areas
to fully benefit from the opportunity opcned up by cconomic rcforms including
globalisation, leading to growing regional and rural-urban disparities in the country.
According (o the Lileventh Plan, higher level ol infrastructure development is
envisaged “especially in rural areas, and in the remote and backward parts of the
country consistent with the requirements of the inclusive growth at 9 per cent per
ycar”. But from thc information given in the plan document, it is not possible to find
out how the infrastructure planned is going to be spread over different states, on the
one hand, and between agriculture and the non-farm sector including small towns,
on the other

There 1s no incrcasc in central assistance in the Eleventh Plan for infrastructurce
development of the Backward Regions Grant Fund, Special Plan for Bihar and Action
Plan (or the undivided KBK (Kalahandi-Bolangir-Koraput districts of Orissa), which
have only been protected at the Tenth Plan level. Such assistance constitutes less
than 1 per cent of total 11" Plan outlay for all states. It is not known how the
performance of Bharat Nirman — flagship programme designed to crcate infrastructurc
- 1s tilted in favour of the less developed states (Rao, 2009: 06).

The livelihood of poor farmers, small and medium size entrepreneurs, tribal
and traditional communitics arc incrcasingly undcer threcat as Indian industrics and
multinational corporations encroach on their habitats for natural resources and
business enterprises. The rapid growth of services has provided jobs only to educated
and english speaking youngsters. A major section of the society has been deprived
from the opportunities that globalisation and economic reforms have provided.
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Green Revolution in the 1960s was triggered off mainly by the availability of
yield increasing technology. There is no comparable breakthrough in agricultural
technology in the recent period except in the case of cotton, supported by the private
sector (Rao, 2009:08). Structural change in economy should follow agriculture-
industry-scrvice scquence. In GDP sharcs. India jumped from agriculture to scrvices
without concentrating on manufacturing. Agricultural development should be given
priority for more inclusive growth. Stepping up agricultural growth is essential for
reducing poverty, land issues, irrigation and water management, credit research and
extension, marketing etc, have to be improved in the next decade to improve
agriculturc growth to climinate regional rural-urban divide. The decline in the relative
contribution of agriculture to GDP 1s leading to out- migration of male labour resulting
in feminization ol agriculture (Rao, 2009: 08). While this is adding to the work
burden on women, it is also opening up new and more remunerative opportunities
for them such as dairying, horticulture, fisheries and agro-processing in which they
have been traditionally engaged. Thesc activitics being land-saving, the constraints
faced by women farmers lacking in titles to land could be eased to some extent
provided they can gel and easy access 10 the needed resources and services. This
would be possible only if women officers and functionaries are inducted in large
numbers in the services chain for extension, credit delivery, marketing, and insurance,
cte. (Rao, 2009: 08). But despitce this, rural cconomic development is still not showing
desired result.

The manifestation lies in the fact that rural inclusivity is not considered in its
cntircty. Inclusive rural growth should cncompass agriculturc productivity, markcting
of agricultural products, financing facility, food security and above all sustainability
ol all types ol revolutions in agriculture in India such as green revolution, white
revolution, black revolution, grey revolution, blue revolution and rainbow revolution
etc. With information technology, energy input-output ratios, extension services and
labour costs, Indian agriculturc has tremendous potential that can unlock ncw
opportunities in shifting terms of trade in favour of rural economy, which may help
in bridging the gap between the regional and rural urban divide. The studies on the
growth of rural non-farm sector in India show that though output and employment
have been growing in this sector yet it has not really taken-off so far because of slow
growth of agriculture, insufticicnt development of rural infrastructurc and the wcak
public support systems. Therefore, along with the high agricultural growth there is a
need [or providing an enabling environment through augmentation of rural
infrastructure like roads, power and communications, increasing the institutional
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credit flow to the small and tiny sector, building of strong public support systems for
improving market information and marketing networks, skill and technology up-
gradation and their dissemination through training, especially for the weaker sections,
and for promoting quality consciousness and quality control.

Poverty and Unemployment:

In 2009 alone, an estimated 13.6 million more people in India became poor
or remained in poverty than would have been the case at 2008 growth rates. In other
words while a dip from 8.8 per cent growth in GDP averaged from2004-05 to 2006-
07 to the 6.7 per cent cstimated for 2008-09 may be nothing like the reecssion faced
by the West, its human consequences for India were probably worse. The 2.1 per
cent decline in India’s GDP growth rate elfectively translated into 2.8 per cent increase
in incidence of poverty (The Times of India. February 11.2010).

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, 2005
(MGNREGS), has been extended throughout the country. The significant rise in the
rural wages market reported from several parts of the country and the widespread
demand from the farmers to reschedule the operation of the employment guarantee
scheme from busy to lean season testities to the effectiveness of income generation
for the poor from its implementation. Further, recent experience shows that the Right
to Information Act being implemented in the country holds a great promise for
improving the elfectiveness ol this and similar schemes designed (o improve the lot
of the poor ( Rao, 2009: 04).

Generation of adequate employment opportunities, particularly for the socio-
economically disadvantaged sections, is a key (o achieving inclusive growth. In this
context, the deceleration of employment growth — more so for weaker sections - in
the post reform decade ending 2004-05, when there was acceleration in GDP growth,
should be a matter of concern. Employment is an arca, which indicates that growth
process is falling in inclusiveness. In India during the 1999-2000 and 2005-06
agriculture and allied seclor accounted [or 78 per cent and 73 per cent ol all
employment respectively. Now it is virtually ceased to employ more labour. As a
result, rural employment growth rates collapsed to less than 0.7 per cent. However,
during 1993-94 to 2004-05, rural cmployment growth rates accelerated in both the
farm and non-farm sector, despite the slow-down in agricultural production. But
sull, this growth of rural employment remained below labour force and less than
half urban growth rates. The studies on the growth of rural non-farm sector in India
show that although output and employment have been growing in this sector, it has
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not really taken off so far because of slow growth of agriculture, insufficient
development of rural infrastructure and the weak public support systems (Rao, 2009:
09). Industry has accounted for 11 per cent and 14 per cent of the total employment
during 1999-2000 and 2005-06 respectively, while service sector has provided
cmployment to 11per cent and 13 per cent during the same ycar respectively (The
Times of India, November 19, 2008). It is clear from the data that service and industry
sector has been benefited more [rom the accelerated growth of the Indian economy.
These sectors required skilled labours, which is lacking in the Indian economy
consequently unskilled labours become unemployed. They have no place to go
anywhere cxeept 1n agriculturc and unorganiscd scctor. Globalisation has crcated
unemployment, sectoral imbalace, regional, rural and urban disparities.

Major initiatives have also been taken in the social sectors like education and
hcalth through Sarva Siksha Abhiyvan (SSA) and National Rural Hcalth Mission
(NRHM). The allocation for these social sectors has been stepped up substantially in
the 11™ Plan. The allocation of [unds to the poor states [rom the Centre during 2007-
08 for programmes like NRHM, SSA and poverty alleviation was well above their
share in population .Some other notable initiatives in this field are strengthening the
mid-day mcal scheme, the Right to Education Act and the National Food Sccurity
Act. Government has also announce the Programmes for Welfare of the Minorities
aimed at enhancing opportunities [or education, employment, credit support and
ensuring an appropriate share in infrastructure development scheme (Rao,2009:04).

With the coming into force of the Unorganiscd Workers Social Sccurity Act,
2008, over 90 per cent of the unorganised workers in the country would get the
benelit of health, life and disability insurance, old age pension and group accident
scheme (Rao. 2009: 04).

Corporate social Responsibility and Public-Private Partnership (PPP):

In the age of globalisation, corporations and business enterprises are no longer
conlined o the traditional boundaries ol the nation-state. A growing awareness about
the need for ecological sustainability, inclusive growth and the new economic
framework, with unprecedented stress and image merchandising, have paved the
way for a ncw gencration of business Icaders concernced about the responscs of the
community, inclusive growth and sustainability of the environment. As the pace of
urbanisation continues and liberalisation opens up India to global consumption
patterns, migration is being taking on large scale especially from rural to urban area
in order to enjoy the facilities of urban cities. As a result cities are over crowed with
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problems like slum, sanitation, housing, pollution, scarcity of safe drinking water
elc.

Whercas business cannot be cxpected to take on the role of governments, in
a sitnation where a majority of the population lives below the poverty line and has
little or no access 1o basic public services such as health, education, water, and
electricity, and where there are a multitude of complex sustainability challenges,
Corporate Social Responsibility, certainly has a potential for becoming a real tool
for development — human, social, and cconomic (Chatterjee, 20006: 23).

For years public sector and corporate houses (private sector) have been viewed
as adversaries in different camps. We need to move away from this mindset and
together find solutions that will meaningfully address the problems of inclusive growth
in gencral and that of community in particular. Given the extent of poverty in India,
the low level of literacy, especially among women, and the abject health care facilities
available (o the weaker sections of the society, a lot more needs (o be done —especially
by the corporate sector, which has the financial and organisational muscle. In
partnership with the government and civil society, it can make a significant and
mcasurable contribution to improving the lot of the less fortunc men, women and
children of our country (Chatterjee, 2006: 24)

Education:

After independence government has adopted a number of incentives for
promoting cducation. Various programmcs and schemes may have promoted school
enrolment. But many of these children do not attend school regularly. Figures show
that on a given day lour of ten children abstain from school. The Right to Education
Act, 2009 promises free and compulsory quality elementary education to all children
in the age group of 6-14 years at neighbourhood school. There are approximately 92
lakh out of school childrcn in the country. The Right to Education Act, 2009 aims to
bring these children back to school. The head teachers are deployed on election duty
while the shiksha mitras are rendering their services in the ongoing pulse polio
programme. So, kids come to school only for mid-day meal and disperse thereafter.
The shortages of teachers may only be guessed from the fact that each school must
have a head tcacher which would mcan that the state resource is lett with remaining
teachers and shiksha mitras. The commitment to ensure education to every child is
a sob story in urban areas; kids enrolled in schools running in small rooms hardly
seem to be learning any meaningtful things. Bringing eight million out-of-school
children into classes at the age- appropriate level with the support to stay in school
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and succeed posses a major challenge necessitating flexible and innovative
approaches. States such as Bihar and Ultar Pradesh, which have the largest number
of children out of school, will also require strong support to close the gaps. Millions
of children will benefit from this initiative ensuring quality education with equity.
The Right to Education Act will propcl this great nation to cven higher heights of
prosperity and productivity, by guaranteeing all children their right to quality education
and a brighter [uture (Hulshol, Karin, 2010). After passing of The Right to Education
Act, 2009 still number of children could be seen working at dhabas and other places.
If the statistics of labour department are to be believed, there were 2,539 children
were working in hazardous and non-hazardous industrics in the Varanasi district
from December 10, 1996 to October 2009. However, 1749 were rehabilitated
educationally. But, unolficially figure of such children may be many times higher
(The Times of India, April 2, 2010).

The fundamental right promises one teacher for 30 students in primary schools
and basic in(rastructure in all schools within three years. It also states that teachers
must have a B.Ed. degree and their training should be complete within 5 years. It is
hard to imagine at this point keeping the current terrible education scenario across
thc nation. Implementation of the act will be the joint responsibility of Central
government, stakeholders, including parents, children, NGOs, state governments
and local governments. Though the bill on right o education ignores issues, such as
education for children below six and above fourteen still it is a revolution in education
and if implemented religiously can bring a pleasant change.

In a globalised economy, a large pool of skilled workers is indispensable for
enjoying the opportunities spread by the globalisation and the economic reforms. It
is crucial to invest in quality education and in vocational education and training if
India’s economy is to develop and remain competitive in the world market. Inclusive
growth in cducation systcm must include two qualitics: a. social consciousncss bascd
on love for humanity, sense of duties, health conscious, and b. employment oriented
education.

Policy for Inclusive Growth:

An inclusive growth policy should focus on high and sustainable growth ratcs
and should emphasis on social inclusion to ensure equal access to opportunities and
security. Inclusive growth should encompass social structure and social policy along
with development of infrastructure. The prevailing social structure is characterised
by inequalities in land holdings and other forms of wealth, status and power. Because
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of this, achieving inclusive growth is far more challenging than stepping up the GDP
growth rate per se. This is borne out by the [act that, in the past, slippages in realising
targets in respect of sectors bearing on inclusive growth, e.g., agriculture, poverty
reduction, primary health, elementary education and reducing regional disparities in
dcvelopment cte., have been far more significant than the slippages in respect of
GDP growth. Apart from social security designed for poor and for those who are
living below poverty line. Developing country like India should [ocus on social policy
like financial inclusion, land policy and inclusive governance.

Financial Inclusion:

Financial inclusion is not only about credit and number of bank accounts
held by the weaker sections, but providing wide range ol [inancial services, including
saving accounts, insurance and remittance products at an affordable cost to the vast
sections of disadvantaged and low income groups. Unrestrained access to public
goods and scrvices is the sine qua non of an open and cfficient socicty. Financial
inclusion should be measure not only by the number of bank accounts held by the
weaker sections, but also by the amounts borrowed by them, which show a more
dismal picture. For example, the share of direct accounts with a credit limit of less
than Rs. 25000 in total direct accounts declined from 97 per cent in 1990 to 67 per
cent in 2005, while their share in outstanding dircct credit declined from 0.66 per
cent to 0.23 per cent in the same period (Rao, 2009: 11). The basic cause for financial
exclusion, often missed, i1s a mindset lacking in social concerns. For instance,
paradoxically. a small farmer was made to pay an interest rate of [2 per cent while a
highly rated corporate entity could raise money from banks at 6 per cent (Joshi;
2008).The cxpericnce with the linkages of the banks with the Micro Financc
Institutions and Self-Help Groups (SHGs) clearly demonstrate that poor are bankable:
Liven when margins are low, high volumes can make the business profitable. The
experience with the linkages of the banks with the Micro Finance Institutions and
Self-Help Groups (SHGs) clearly demonstrate that poor are bankable: Even when
margins arc low, high volumcs can make thc busincss profitable. Innovative
institutions and methods for the delivery of credit are called for, such as Group-
Lending 10 Small and Marginal Farmers, and using NGOs, Farmer Clubs, SHGs, (or
credit delivery. In a bid to deepen banking operations to remote villages and among
the poor people, who so far remained outside the purview of the banking operations,
the rescrve bank of India has started special drive, which arc: General Purposce Credit
Card (GCCQ) Facility, No-frills Account Micro Finance, Business Correspondent
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Model etc.
Land Policy:

The gravity of the implications of special Economic Zone (SEZ) policy may
not dawn on the policy-makers living in their cocoons but the immediate brunt of
these measures has to be borne by the peasantry whose source of livelihood, and
very existence as citizens with their socio-cultural ties are under a threat owing (o
the imminent loss of their land-holdings (Kabra, 2006: 07). Among the issues now
surfacing, the most strident issue, of course, concerns the transfer of prime agricultural
land to non-agricultural and may be quitc low socio-cconomic priority uscs in the
non-processing areas involving unjust stripping away of the farmers; lands especially
because the government intervenes on the side of the SIIZ developers (o acquire the
farmers’ lands. It also poses a threat to the already precarious food security as the
area under cultivation is moved out of agriculture and thus distorts the land use
pattern from the long-term ccological perspectives. Goods and scrvices likely to be
produced in the SEZs cannot go far to help absorb labour to any appreciable extent
(since these goods are directed towards the existing demand of the rich for
sophisticated, high price goods and services, whether abroad or within the country,
and are likely to make little use of the labour supply looking for work). Nor can the
mcthods of production (the technology) availablc have a bias for liberal usc of labour
as compared to sophisticated, high productivity capital goods in these days of highly
competitive unregulated markets.

Export production as a higher priority over the production of mass
consumption goods for the domestic market is ncither scnsible nor cffective in itself
for creating a large and growing number of employment opportunities (Kabra,
2006:11). While raising agricultural productivity is a must to cope with the shrinkage
of agricultural land, the slow growth of non-farm opportunities for employment and
livelihoods and lack of social security for small holders argue for a careful and
calibrated approach for land acquisition.

Inclusive Governance:

Governance is not simply a matter of particular administrative arrangements.
procedures, monitoring etc. in view of the all pervading influence of the prevailing
social structurc on dccision making as wcll as implemcntation processcs, governance
has to be shaped in the context of on-going social change through the functioning of
our democratic system. Therefore, democracy and state power have to become
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mstruments for social transformation. This requires broadening and deepening of
our democracy by ellectively extending it Lo the grassroots.

It has been incrcasingly recogniscd that centralized approach has not produccd
desired results, especially in terms of the inclusion of marginalised groups, especially
women within the governance processes. Notable constitutional, legislative and policy
reforms within the last decade, including the 73" and 74® amendments to the
constitution have demonstrated the Government of India’s commitment to increasing
the political participation of marginaliscd groups, cspccially poor women
(Government of India, 2006: 113). Women's political participation has yielded positive
results. Despile such positive results, women remain largely excluded [rom the
Panchyati Raj Institutions and other local governance structure. Experience has amply
demonstrated that participatory or inclusive governance is indispensable for achieving
inclusive growth. This is woctully lacking at the grassroots level where the formulation
of schemes is not quite in keeping with the local needs and circumstances, and
administration is not accountable to the people. Tt 1s naive Lo expect genuinely inclusive
governance without political, social and economical inclusion of social groups hitherto
not having access to political power at different levels.

Conclusion:

Even though India’s economy has more purchasing power than that of Britain,
France and Russia (The Times of India, October. 31, 2010), yet there are many who
are not able to earn $1.25 per day (The new global poverty was updated from $ 1.08
per day at 1993 prices to $ 1.25 per day at 2005 prices). Even now, almost three-
fourth of our population rcsides in rural arcas and almost the same proportion is still
dependent on agriculture for sustenance. We cannot allow India to be divided into
two distinct zones, one a modern, competitive, prosperous one and the other a stagnant,
backward one. The benefits of economic reforms and globalisation must need to
flow to all sections of society, particularly to rural India. Sustainable rapid economic
growth with opportunity, capability, access and sccurity to the masscs under
democracy is the only way to create an ‘Inclusive Society’ that is an inevitable
condition [or inclusive economic development. Inclusive economic development
promotes political, social inclusion and economic inclusion.
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Ploughing Ceremony of Thailand : Indian Origin

Preeti Vishwakarma#*

Introductory

Thailand is a South-East Asian country. Siam (modern Thailand) has been in
close cultural contact with India. 1t is true, in ancient literature of India, we have no
specific reference to Siam, but frequent reference to Suvarnadvipa suggests that the
ancient Indians were probably familiar with Menam valley and Malay-Peninsula.
This further supported by archacological finds at Pong Tuk and Phra Pathom Chedi
m Nakorn Pathom province (Thailand), which include the Buddhist symbol the
Dharmachakra. This undoubtedly suggests that Buddhism had reached Thailand
even before the Christian era, because the Dharmachakra belongs to the early phase
of Indian art when the Buddha was represented only through symbols.!

The present paper presents a descriptive account of the Brahmanical origin
of the Ploughing ceremony which influenced almost all the walks ol Siamese life in
those early days and moulded its policy and administration. This important ceremony
is performed up to the present day in the country in order to usher in auspiciously the
tilling of paddy ficlds. The ceremony of the first ploughing, known as Bidhi Carat
Nangala in Thai or popularly as Rek Na 1s always performed with full pomp and
grandeur. It is always witnessed by His Majesty the King and the Court. It takes
place at the beginning of May throughout the whole kingdom. The day is fixed by
the Brahmanas.*

The Court and the Brahmanas -

We know that Siam was a stronghold of the Brahmanas in the early-medieval
period of its history. Ruang Nang Nabamasa- a Thai book (The story of Lady
Nabamasa) gives in detail the influence of the Brahmana Panditas in Thai court.
The author of the book was the daughter of a Brahmana who reccived patronage in
the Sukhothai period (1257 A.D. to 1350 A.D.) and this book is the best source
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material for knowing the Brahmanical and other traditions of the Thai people.

In Ayutthaya period (1350 A.D. to 1767 A.D.) also, the Brahmana Panditas
cxercised tremendous influcnce in the court. These Brahmanas arce said to have been
recruited mostly from North and South India. These Panditas discharged various
functions at the court such as interpreting supernatural omens (o the king, helping in
the work of calendar making and fixing auspicious days for state ceremonies. The
chief among them used to be a royal chaplain. But their most important duty was to
officiatc at the statc ceremonials, particularly the anointing and crowning ccremony.
Though it is difficult to say, when Brahmanism entered Siam. We can, however,
guess on the basis ol available data that since Siam [ormed a part of Kambuja empire
about 8% or 9 century A.D., she was naturally influenced by the religious condition
of that country. It has been therefore, rightly suggested that Siam received Brahmanism
indircctly through Kambuja where it was well established by that time. It may also
be presumed that Brahmanism was introduced in Thailand when historical facts
were not recorded. But, considering all the aspects it seems that the [ormer view is
more plausible and nearer the truth.’

The Brahmana pricsts and scholars playcd a great role in the cultural life of
Thailand like other adjoining regions of South-East Asia. Their attendance at the
royal court was indirectly responsible for much ol the people’s beliel in this religion
and most of the royal ceremonies and activities were conducted in accordance with
the Brahmanical concept as interpreted by them. Infact, Brahmanism influenced every
aspcct of Thai lifc. The Brahmana pricsts officiated at the king’s coronation, tonsorial
ceremonies, oaths of allegiance to the king taken by officials, royal weddings, royal
cremations and [irst ploughing ceremonies.? Besides these, they also cast and set the
favourable time for ceremonies, analysed parlance interpreted dreams of the king.
predicted victory or defeat in war and scarcity, sufficiency of rainfall.

The Brahmana Panditas funclioning in the Siamese court in the present time
constitute a small body of men who perform duties in connection with those
ceremonies of the state that are not wholly Buddhist. One can discern in their features
a trace of Indian Brahmana blood but since no female Brahmanas ever accompanied
them from India, they intermarricd with the pcople of the country and so this trace of
Indian blood is now but slight. They wear their hair long, in the form ol a chignon
and on ceremonial occasions don the Brahmanic cord and wear white (a Siamese
lower garment called phanum) together with a white jacket, embroidered with silver
flowers in the case of the Head priest. They represent two sects- the Vuisnavas



130 | Manaviki

(Brahmana Bradhipasa) and Saivas (Brahmana Bidhi) but they have in Bangkok
three temples in one enclosure, the larger one (that on the south) being dedicated to
Isvara (Siva), the middle one to Ganesa and the northern one to Naryana (Visnu),
the houses in which the Brahmanas live in the vicinity.’

The Brahmanas ol Siam are also known as Phrams, which is a corruption ol
the word Brahmana. They constitute a small community of Bangkok who live near
their temple Var Bot Phram- the Pagoda of the Sanctuary of the Brahmanas. Thus,
the Brahmanas, the scholars and the pricsts have playcd a great role in the all-round
progress of Thailand.® The presence of the Bralimanas at the court was indirectly
responsible for much of the people’s beliel in Brahmanical and Hindu deities and
Indian magico-religious practices. From Sukhothai period up to the present day most
of the state ceremonies have been a combination of the two religions- Brahmanism
and Buddhism. Even at the present time Brahmanical faith and rites arc practices in
Thailand.

Performance -

In the reign of King Mongkut, popularly known as Rama [V (1851 A.D. —
1868 A.D.), some Buddhist elements were introduced into the Ploughing ceremony.
A pavilion was crccted in the Pramanc ground and an image of the Lord Buddha was
placed there. Buddhist priests were also invited to the ceremony to make a recital.”
And so we see that on the alternoon of the same day, Buddhist monks carry out the
special image of the Buddha in procession in connection with the minor degree of
the Barus Satva. Like the Buddhist monks, the Brahmana also carry the images of
the Hindu gods to the crown Padi ficlds in procession. They place them on an altar
n a ceremonial pavilion. There they perform religious rites on the usual lines.

Formerly it was the king himself who performed this rite. But is still the
custom for the king to appoint a tcmporary substitutc, who in this casc is always the
Minister of Agriculture- Pliya Raek Nali, the successor of the ancient Baladeva
(Krisna’s brother) or Head of the Department of Lands. The object of ploughing by
the king or his substitutes leading the ploughing is to set an example to his people
and induce them to be industrious in cultivating the land.?

The day of the ploughing ceremony is the official start of the rice farming
season and the correct name should really be “The ceremony of the First Ploughing”.?
On the preceding day, the King gives his benediction to the Lord of the Harvest and
the Celestial Maidens at the Chapel Royal of the Emerald Buddha. In recent years,
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the former has almost invariably been the Director-General of the Rice Department.

On the morning of the ceremony day the gay cavalcade proceeds from the
Ministry of Agriculturc to the Pramenc ground. venuc of the ritual. The temporary
king or Pliya Raek Nah (Baladeva) is carried on a palanquin in procession to the
crown padi [ield. This procession consists only ol ceremonial drummers, processional
umbrella-bearers, a body-guard bearing ancient weapons and pages carrying the
insignia of the minister. On arrival at the field which is protected from the instruction
of cvil spirits by rajavat fenus crected at cach corner, the presiding official descends
from the palanquin and goes to the pavilion of the Brahmanas and lights incense
sticks belore the images of the deities. Alter that he has prayed and lighted the candles
and jossticks in front of the altars, the Brahmanas pour lustral water into his hands.
The presiding official in turn puts several drops of it on his hand.

The ceremony begins for the spectators with the offering to the Lord of the
Harvest. This offering is ol three gold-embroidered pieces ol [olded cloth called
‘Panung’ of different lengths. The presiding official must put on one of them and his
choice will constitute an omen permitting the prediction of the season to come. In
casc he chooscs the long onc, a drought is forcscen. The shortest one means that
abundant rains may ruin the harvest. But if good luck or rather divine inspiration
makes his choose the ‘Panung’ of medium length, the (avourable omen is welcomed
with joy when at the crowd and advances towards the plough placed before the royal
pavilion.

Then the ploughing ceremony begins. Lustral waler is sprinkled on the ground
in front of the plough which has been anointed. It is stored by the Lord of the Harvest.
He then takes the glided handle of the plough which has been wrapped in red cloth
by the Brah Maha Raje Guru (Chief of the Brahmanas) and whips up the pair of the
magnificent oxcn caparisoncd in harness of red velvet and gold-thread while the
senior Brahmanas chant rituals and blow the conches. Three concentric [urrows in
each direction are ploughed and at the rear four celestial Maiden of the nobility,
called the Nan-devi follow sowing rice seeds from gold and silver baskets into the
newly turned grounds. Three-full circles are made to complete this part of the
ccremony.

The sacred oxen are then unyoked and presented with seven containers of
rice seeds, liquor, seasame seeds, maize, beans, water and grass and from the order
in which the oxen choosc to cat, the Brahmanas can predict which crops arc going to
grow best in the coming season. From all these omene-choice of the *Panung’, by
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the minister and choice of cereals and liquids by the oxen — the Brahmanas, who
have withdrawn to the foot of the altars, draw conclusions which are read 10 the king
by a civil servant from the Ministry of Agriculture.

Thus the ploughing ceremony ends and the Lord of Harvest and his entourage
leave in procession [or the Ministry of Agriculture. The king and queen take their
leave too but the vast crowd now burst on to the field and gather up the hallowed rice
grain fertilizers believing that mixed with their own seeds and planted on their farms
a good harvest will ensurc. It is the cnd of their rest period and the beginning of the
busy farm-work ahead when all the family will be active from dawn to dusk in the
paddy field ploughing is also carried out simultaneously in two or three provincial
centres by a local official deputed by the King. '

This kind of festival 1s of grcat importance to an agricultural country like
Thailand in that it inspires confidence, diligence and hope in the farmers. It is a great
stimulating moral lorce. The king himsell sets an example to his people and leads
the fashion in farming. The minute ceremonial details are no doubt designed to serve
as good omens removing fears in the hearts of farmers and peasants with regard to
sce dangers that lic ahcad such as too much or too little rain, too much or too little
water and rice pests.

The objective of the ploughing is to call upon the goodwill of the divinities
for the coming harvest and especially to consult those divine the outcome of the
harvest. As rice constituted Thailand’s principal wecalth this ccremony acquires a
particular importance in the eyes ol the people.'

Historicity of the ceremony :

This ceremony of Brahmanical origin has been in existence for centuries not
only in Thailand but in Burma, Cambodia and China besides India (from which it
came). Antiquity of this function is testified by the ploughing of field of Punaura
near Sitamarhi town (Bihar state) by King Janaka of Mithila and discovery of Sita by
the ploughshare which struck the earthen pot containing her in the ground. It was
this Sita, who was later married to Rama — the son of King Dasaratha of Ayodhya.
Therce 18 another story related to the carly life of Gautama Buddha himsclf narrating
a similar ceremony by his father King Suddodhana of Kapilavastu. A miracle finds
mention narrating the mysterious behavior of the shade of a Jumbu tree which
remained shadowing Gautam Buddha from Sun’s heat when all the other shadows
of other trees had moved away because of the shifting of the direction of the sun. It
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is said that while the father King Suddodhana was himself ploughing ceremoniously
o inaugurate the ploughing season ol the country (for prosperity of the citizen) the
son Gautam was deeply ingrossed in meditation.
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The Growth of Corporate Forms
in Ancient India

Babita Kumari*

To better understanding the development of corporate form in ancient India
1s important to examine the political and economic history of India and what path of
it led to the development of the corporate form. Through this examination [ intend to
focus on a numbcr of matters. First, how did the demand for the corporate form and
the supply of its terms interact to help in formation of the sreni, in particular how did
trade grow in ancient India and what were the monitoring methodologies used (o
address the concerns with multi-agent entities (i.e., agency costs) and to police the
movement of assets between owners and the entity (i.e., facilitating asset partitioning
and reducing creditor information costs). Sccond, what factors led to the development
of specific attributes of the Sreni. For example, when did the presence of executive
officers become common; when did the use ol incentive payments come into being
and what led to these developments? Third, what can the development of the sreni in
ancient India tell us about the factors that may have led to it? For example, how
important is a centralized cmpirc to the growth of trade and the corporatc form
compared to alternate state structures seen in Ancient India? Moreover, what are
prospects [or convergence of governance norms in these dillerent kinds of state
structures?

Before beginning this inquiry a few words are in order. Most of the sources
on Ancient Indian history can be divided into two time [rames: belore the 7" Century
B.C and that after 7" Century B.C. the writings after the 7" Century B.C. are fairly
reliable and provide good descriptions of the political, economic and social contexts
of the time as well as descriptions of organizational forms.! Howcever, writings before
the 7" Century B.C. provide some potential challenges to the researcher. First, it is
well known that ancient India especially prior 1o the 7" Century B.C., generally relied
on an oral tradition for disseminating knowledge and information.” Thus, certain

FUGC.NET: Qualificd Rescarch Scholar, LN.M.U. Darbhanga (Bihar)



The Growth of Corporate Forms in Ancient India | 135

sources were likely to have been composed at one point in time and that placed into
writing considerably later. This makes dating the practices described in the earliest
sources more difficult. Moreover; there are quite significant differences in the dating
of the earliest India writings.® because of divergent theories about the initial
dcvelopment of civilization in India.* Sccond, the writing on the scals found at various
excavated sites has not yet been deciphered and thus cannot provide much assistance
10 us in determining (o us in determining the date ol the earliest Indian sources like
the Rig Veda?

In light this for sources from the 7" century B.C. onwards I shall treat the time
line as being [airly close to accurate. For sources that probably pre-date the 7™ Century
B.C. I shall tocus on dates and time frames for which there is general agreement and
mention other more controversial dates where they may arise. To the extent that the
cxcavations at various sitcs can provide additional insights they will also be
mentioned. With this in mind let us begin our journey through the History of Ancient
India.

Civilization on the Indian subcontinent dates back many millennia. To make
the analysis morc manageable I divide Ancicnt Indian history into the periods in the
following table. This allows us to focus on certain time periods that tended to stare
many things in common one could, ol course, present that time line in dillerent
ways, but this table is simply a method of providing a starting point for discussion. It
does not preclude alternative divisions of ancient Indian history.

TABLE-1

Period Years covered Approximately
A. Earliestcicilizations 7500 B.C. to 700 B.C.

1. Earlicst sites- Mchargarh 7500 B.C. to 4000 B.C.

2. The Indus Area civilizations 4000 B.C. to 1900 B.C

3. Indo-Gangetic Civilizations 1900 B.C. to 700 B.C.
B. The rise of Buddhism S Jainism 700 B.C. 10 320 B.C.
C. The Mauryan Dynasty 320B.C.t0 185 B.C.
D. Post —Mauryan kingdoms in north

and south India 200 B.C. to 1300 B.C.
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E. Thc Gupta Dynasty S India’s 250 A.D. to 550 A.D.
“Golden Age”

F. Harsha Vardhana $ The Rajput 600A.D.to 1100AD.®
kingdoms

A. Earliest Civilizations in the Indian subcontinent and origin of sreni:

The origin of the sreni is the mists of Ancient Indian history. The earliest
Indian writing docs make references to organizational forms. The Rig Vedu makes
relerence Lo the pani (akin to a partnership amongst trades for trade caravans) and
the Mahabharata to the sreni”. There is, however, little detail provided about how the
sreni was organized except to mention the position of the headman (Sresthi). In
addition, the exact dating of these early as 3100B.C.? However, regardless of which
datc is preferred, the sreni is of corporations by centurics.!

Although this time period does not provide much further written material on
the sreni it does provide significant excavation evidence on Ancient India. I will
brictly discuss this cvidenee becausce it provides the context and building blocks for
later economic development. Moreover, much of the later economic development in
the Indian subcontinent bears many similarities (o the evidence discussed in the next
few paragraphs.

1. Earliest Sites -Mehargarh:

Current archacological thinking suggests that the carlicst scttlement in the
Indian subcontinent date back to roughly 8000B.C.to 7000B.C." Excavations at
Mehrgarh (near Quetta, Pakistan) and neighboring sites' provide evidence of a lertile
region and inhabitants engaged in farming, herding and keeping animals,'* as well
as inhabitants who possessed dentistry skills.™ There is little evidence of advanced
tradc in Mchargarh, but in sitcs from around 50000 B.C. There is somc cvidence of
longer distance trade and the use of the kiln in making pottery'® there is, however,
little further evidence ol how trade [unctioned in those times. 1

2. The Indus Area Civilizations:

The next important civilizations in Ancient India were a little further east and
spread outl across the Indus River valley (e.g. Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro) and
neighboring rivers (figures 1 and 2).1 These civilizations date from roughly 4000
B.C. and flourished for centuries going into decline around 1900 B.C.to 1500 B.C.*
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Excavations suggest a resource rich, fertile and heavily populated area that was
considerably larger than its contemporaries (e.g. Egypt and Mesopotamia).® The
Indus area civilizations were highly developed with advanced city planning and water
management systems far ahead of contemporary civilizations.? More over, residents
of the Indus arca were actively cngaged in trade,? with cach other and with
civilizations to the west (both by land and by sea).??

Figure 1-Map of Early world civilizations*
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Most of the research into these sites suggests a number of factors contributed
to the active trade environment.?® In addition to the resource rich environment,
urbanization probably furthered trade by bringing people to a central place where
they could live and work together to satisfy the demands of city residents for regular
and luxury goods* sccond, although these civilizations were not under the role of a
single monarch? they appeared to live in relative peace with each other? relied on
common weights and measurements,?” and had similar city plans with separate areas
of the city dedicated to certain professions? this degree of uniformity is surprising
given the absence of a single monarch and some have suggested that it resulted from
a focus on trade and religion.?

Indeed, all the factors listed above would benefit trade. The relative peace in
the region makes travel safer for traders and opens up new markets for trade.* The
uniformity of weights and mecasurcs, uniquc at that time in world history,*! bencfits
trade by reducing the transactions costs of engaging in trade.** The localization of
cralt and industry to certain parts ol the city might enhance group cohesion, increase
productivity and make training of new recruits / employees somewhat easier. In light
of all these factors, trade was active, substantial and growing which suggests the
dcmand for collective cfforts —to protect traders traveling long distances, to cngage
in large scale production and so forth — was large and probably rising. This often
enhances the demand for organizational [orms.

On the supply side one can examine what kinds of monitoring methodologies
might be in place. First, localizing craft and industry not only cnhances productivity,
but also makes it easier to monitor what people is doing- they are your neighbors.
The geographical proximity of people in the same occupations would have provided
the monitoring methodology necessary to make the duties described in parts 1l and
11I. B.3 enforceable and to reduce agency costs.>® Moreover, enhancing group cohesion
would help to encourage the growth of sreni dharma within the sreni (assuming they
existed at that time).

Moreover, excavations have found many seals which although undeciphered,*
are considered by some scholars as ways to identify property.® If so, these seals
could potentially be onc way for pcople to mark their property and thereby enhance
the chances ol monitoring the movement ol assets between owners and entilies and
reduce creditor information costs. However, not enough is known about the seals
and the other business practices at that time to say anything conclusive.

In any case it does appear that some of the basic pre-conditions for the
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development of organizational forms were present-increasing trade and some methods
of monitoring agents and perhaps even the movement of assets. This does not mean,
of course, that the sreni or other organizational forms necessarily existed in these
cavitations, but it does suggest that the pre-conditions for their growth were probably
present.

3. Indo —Gangctic Civilizations:

Following the decline of the Indus area sites (near 1900B.C.to 15000B.C.),*
there was a ncarly contecmporancous risc in the castern civilizations centered primarily
on the banks of the Ganges river which bore many similarities to the Indus area
sites.”” These Indo-Gangetic kingdoms grew very quickly and became quite wealthy
as the region is well watered, lush and green. and bountiful in natural resources.*® It
is quite clear that the sreni would have existed during this time for two reasons.
First, if onc uscs thc most recent dating tor the carlicst written materials (1500B.C.
to 1000 B.C.). Then by 1000B.C. to 800B.C. the sreni and the pani were known to
the Indians.* Moreover, the monitoring methodologies and general growth in trade
in the indo-Gangetic kingdoms further contribute to the notion that the prerequisites
for the corporate form were in place by about 1000B.C. it was also during this time
that Hinduism was thc dominant religion and the caste system was clcarly in placce,
although it may not have been as rigid as it later become.*

B. The Rise of Buddhism & Jainism:

The dawn of the 7" Century B.C. was an important period in Ancient Indian
history around this time two great religions — Buddhism and Jainism- were founded. !
Both religions lound a number ol adherents in India with Buddhism becoming very
popular and changing the landscape in many ways for nearly 1000 years.*

Apart from the rcligious and political significancc of Buddhism and Jainism,
trade was significantly impacted during this time. Both religions did not stress caste
divisions and thus permitted easier interchange amongst groups in society and this
further helped to expand trade, innovation, and production.** In addition, there was
significant urbanization (as in the Indus area) and the use of coins as currency was
quitc common thereby making transactions casicr.* Morcover, the greater usc of
iron in this time would have helped in constructing tools to enhance the development
ol agriculture (e.g., iron ploughs, axes), cralts, and improve transportation and
storage.* All these factors would have contributed to the rise in trade and the demand
for collective efforts and organizational forms.
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In addition, the professions continued, as in the Indus area, to be localized in
parts of towns and cities, thereby enabling monitoring ol group members.* Further,
it 1s fairly clear that by this stage accountants were a recognized profession which
would have helped in policing the boundary between entity and owner assets.*’ All
the basics were then in place for the corporate cntity.

Indeed, we have considerable written sources attesting to the presence and
importance of the sreni by this time in Indian history.* These sources suggest that
the sreni were numerous, in varied ficlds, and indced could be mobile from onc
place to another.* The sreni were clearly important in society as they were often
invited for official state functions. They were also actively involved in trading,
production (crafts), and rudimentary banking services by this time.* Their importance
1s further highlighted by the fact that the Bhandagarika (an arbitrator for intet-sreni
disputed) became cstablished at this time as a government official .5

However, besides references (o the importance o the sreni in society we have
only a few tidbits of information on how it was organized and governed. We know
that by this stage sreni had headmen and that the sreni were sometimes composed of
alarge numbcer of members.>® Although hcadmen arc mentioned, there is little mention
of executive officers which is surprising given that some sreni were quite large. We
do, however, see relerences 1o the sreni laying down their sreni dharma and the law
books containing recommendations to the king that he should enforce this rules.™
This suggests that the governance of the sreni is something that people had spent
time thinking about by this stage. This is to bc cxpected given the increasing
importance and size of the sreni. We do not have, however, references to what was
contained in the sreni dharma of the time. This makes assessing the [unctioning ol
these entities more difficult. Nonetheless. we can say with confidence that the sreni
had grown in number and importance by this stage, played a critical role in society,
and that the writers of the time were cognizant of the notion of governance in these
entities.

C. The Mauryan Dynasty:

Although the cconomic environment in India was growing rapidly, may things
were about to change. The incursions of Alexander the great into northwestern India
started the prices of significant change in India.®® Many in India were concerned
about the potential for Alexander to invade other parts of India. Even after his death
a large portion of his army stayed in the area and the threat of a Greek invasion
loomed over India.>® Against this background camc the birth of what many rcgard as
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the first great Indian empire —The Mauryan empire- which held sway from about
320 B.C. until 185 B.C. (see [igure 3).%7

The primary cmpcrors were Chandragupta Maurya (after whom the dynasty
is named), Bindusara, and Ashoka.®™ All of the emperors expanded the empire until
it reached 1its zenith under Ashoka and covered virtually all of India, modern day
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. Although the empire existed for only about
135 years, its development brought changes to India that would reverberate for many
vears to come.

Figure 3 - Map ol Mauryan India
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The first major change was that it yes one of the only times in Indian history
when virtually all of India was unified under one ruler. With an empire in place the
trade routes throughout India became more secure thereby reducing the risk associated
with the transportation of goods. Second, the empire spends considerable resources
building roads and maintaining them throughout India.™® The improved infrastructurc
combined with increased security, grater uniformity in measurements. And increasing
usage ol coins as currency would enhance trade.®
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The second major change was the publication and implementation of the
Arthasastra around 300B.C.to 275 B.C. The Arthasastra (the knowledge or science
of material gain) is one of the most important ancient texts on economics, politics
and administration.®! The authorship of the Arthasastra is usually attributed to the
lcgendarychanakya.®? Chanakya was the chicf adviser and minister who helped
Chandragupta Maurya obtain the Magadha kingdom (A very powerful kingdom in
ancient India) and then, through his stratagems, unified the northern Indian kingdoms
mnto a force to repel the Greeks.®

The Arthasastra is a treatise on how to maintain and expand power, obtain
material gain, and administer an empire.* Not only is it a book about theory, but also
implementation .it contains many clear and detailed rules regarding the governing of
an empire to ensure its success and longevity. To be sure, it is at times ruthless and
brutal, but was the basis for thc administration of thc Mauryan empirc and indced
many later (and smaller) empires in India.* Its influence can hardly be overstated.

In the Arthasastra central authority plays a critical role in many aspects of life
and most importantly in economics and politics .although there was an active private
scctor, it is clear that the statc occupicd a large role in commercial (and other) activity.®®
The degree of regulation was quite high and few areas of life were more regulated
than sreni activity. Chanakya appeared quite high and few areas ol like were more
regulated than sreni activity. Chanakya appeared quite suspicious of the sreni.®” He
was generally concerned with any entity that had many members, good resources
and a strong scnsc of group loyalty as the srenidid.*® He probably viewed them as
potential threats to the cohesion of the empire and hence entities that needed to be
watched carelully.”” However, he was cognizant ol the importance ol economic
prosperity to maintaining the support of the citizenry- a matter of paramount
importance to the emperor.” The sreni were the engines of economic growth and
could not be dcalt with in the samc manncr as a hostile regional monarch. Thus,
regulating the sreni was a matter of balance for Chanakya— their support was needed,
but they could not be permitied Lo destabilize the empire. Indeed, one suspects this
concern is one of the reasons way the roman empire —which had extensive trade with
India- did not appear to adopt corporate forms for purely private commerce.” The
Romans may wcll have been concerned about just this sort of alternative entity which
may attract the public’s loyalty away from the empire.

In light of this, the regulation of the sreni was quite detailed.” There were
administrative officials whose task it was to superintend the various industries and
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professions represented by the sreni.” This was done through regular administrative
processes, but also through the use of spies and assassins.”® The level of regulation
could be quite minute and encompassed regulating the price of products or services,
quality control, weights and measurements and even the pay sreni headmen (sreni-
mukhyas).” Taxes were collected and the usc of fairly detailed accounting rules
required.” Moreover, there were simple and clear rules about debt obligations and
when a debt would cease 10 be enlorceable.” In spite of this family heavy regulation,
the Arthasastra expected the monarch to generally apply sreni dharma to internal
sreni matters , encouraged sreni to be active participants in the credit markets
providing loans (somctimes to the monarch) and rceeiving deposits, as well as
providing concessions to sreni in suits involving other sreni.” Moreover even with
such detailed regulation, it is clear that there were markets [or commodities as the
Arthasastra prohibits traders from operating in a group to effectively corner a market.”
Thus, the Arthasastra treads a delicate balance to maintain an active economy via
the sreni and the state, but not to pecrmit the sreni to present a significant challenge to
the empire.

There is considerable evidence that domestic and foreign tread grew
significantly during the Mauryan cmpirc administered according to the arthasastra.®
There were many sreni during this time and the Arthasastra expected the king to
respect sreni dharma (and indeed o record it (or use in later daisputes).®! This suggests
that sreni had become significant enough that kings paid heed to sreni dharma
formulated by the sreni, which in turn implies that rules of governance need not be
cxclusively mandated from the state, but could also be deviscd voluntarily by the
entity. This is surprising given the more centralized nature of the Mauryan expire. In
addition 1o the, there is discussion ol sreni members being able 1o remove the
headman.* This provided the sreni members with redress against an agent (the head)
who was violating the terms of their arrangement. Also, not only were internal matters
respected, but also sreni were involved in litigation and the institution of the
bhandagarika (arbitrator of inter-sreni disputes) continued to be of importance.* In
light of this, one con state that the sreni were a large and growing sector of Indian
life during the Mauryan empire and that many of the basic traits of the sreni are seen
by this time. Moreover, the background environment of growing trade (increasing
the demand for sreni), localization of occupations (cnhancing thc monitoring of agents
and owner) and the usage of detailed accounting rules and debt satisfaction
proceedings (monitoring the movement ol assets between owners and sreni) would
have been quite a good environment in which sreni-like structures could grow and
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develop.

The Mauryan Empire and the Arrhasastra, however, are not the only
devclopments of importance during this time. Buddhism rcccived significant support
during the Mauryan Empire when Ashoka adopted the Buddhist faith.* As mentioned
earlier, the rise ol Buddhism probably encouraged trade because il had fewer
restrictions on people from different groups and castes interacting with each other.
What made it interesting in this context was that Ashoka continued to administer the
cmpire largely according to the dictates of the Arthasastra.®

At first glance, one might [ind the mix ol Buddhism (which generally preached
non-violence, renouncement of material ends. and attainment of nirvana) and the
Arthasastra (which generally preached the acquisition and consolidation of power
and matcrial cnds with a dollop of assassination and subterfuge) rather odd mix.
However, itis by no means clear what Buddhism and the Arthasastra are diametrically
opposed on every malter.

First, the Arthasastra is not a text on religion and as such it is not attempting
to be an alternate religion to Buddhism.*” Sccond, the Buddhist monks had a somewhat
more centralized method of organizing their religion than Hinduism and hence the
centralization associated with the Arthasastra may not have been entirely at odds
with Buddhism.*® Further, the evidence we have suggests that Ashoka found an
interesting fusion of the principle elaborated in Buddhism and the Arthasaira. Atter
adopting Buddhism, Ashoka supposcdly renounced war and the conquest of smaller
states providing them with some degree of greater sovereignty in their own aflairs.®

Although consistent with Buddhism, this need be inconsistent with the
Arthasastra. Ashoka implemented these policics after most of India had been
conquered and at this time maintaining rigid control might breed uprising rather
than support.®® Moreover, maintaining control and continuing to ight ware over
such a large territory was bound to have drained the empire’s resources — something
the Arthasatra would probably consider an anathema.” After all, once you have
acquircd large tracts of territory it might prove advantagcous to avoid cxpending
resources on conflict in those territories and rather obtain additional resources from
them (via tax collections and tributes).”* Tax collections would increase as the
economy grew and the measures adopted appeared to do just that. Viewed in this
manner, Ashoka’s behaviour does not appear to be that opposed to the Arthasastra
which was written largely during a time when the ecmpire was smaller and faced
many immediate threats to its existence. I do not mean to suggest that Ashoka’s
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adoption of Buddhism was not motivated, at least in part, by a religious epiphany,
but it is worth noting that the Arthasastra and Buddhism are not as oppose as they
may appear on first glance. However, even with this, there continued to be considerable
centralization, excellent intelligence systems, and the superintendents of industries
continued to cxist.”* Ashoka also utilized the fairly cfficient toll and taxcs systcm
proscribed by the Arthasastra and encouraged trade in a variety of ways.* This system
ol administration led (o one of the greatest growth periods in Indian history and the
increasing use and development of the sreni. This, however, was not long lived.
After Ashoka the Mauryan Empire fell into decline, for a number of reasons, and
within 50 ycars of his passing the cmpirce had fractured into many smaller kingdoms.*®

D. Post Mauryan kingdoms in North and South India:

For expositional ease I divide the developments following the Mauryan Empire
into those in north India and those in should India. After the Mauryans, north and
should of India were not under the same monarch for nearly 1600 ycars.*®

In the north the first dynasty 1o replace the Mauryan was the Sunga, which
ruled over a smaller empire cantered around Pataliputra for about a century.”” They
were replaced by some short liven kingdoms until 30 B.C.*® In the far Northwest the
Mauryans werc replace by the Indo-Greeks (for about 150 ycars), the Shakas
(Scythians), and then the Kushanas (from central Asia) who created a large kingdom
that reigned until roughly 100 A.D.* Trade [lourished in both the Indo-Greek era,
China and Rome.!" Following the demise of the Kushana Empire north India broke
down into a series of small and wring kingdoms until the century A.C. when India’s
ncxt great ecmpire took shape. '

In the sought there were several kingdoms of important. The Pandya kingdom
(starting around 200 B.C.) was the longest running lasting until about 1378A.C.12
Tradc was very active, especially with Rome, as 1s evidenced by the large member
of roman coins found in this area.'® Directly north of Pandyas was the Andhra
kingdom (called the Satavahana dynasty) [ounded in 40 B.C. And lasting until the
third century A.D. which appeared to follow the strong central state model of the
Mauryan.'* following the Satavahana the chalukya dynasty took hold and ruled from
453 A.D. to 750 A.D. and thcn again from 970 AD. to 1190 A.D.' Therce is
considerable evidence of very active tread during broth the Satavahana and Chalukya
dynasties." Going to the [ar south brings us to the Pallava kingdom in Tamil Nadu
which ruled from the 4® century A.C. to the 9" century A.D. and was then replaced
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by the Chola kingdom.'” The Cholas ruled until the 13™ century A.D. when the
Islamic invasions also claimed their kingdom 1® Thig reads like a story about a region
i a constant state of flux with many different kingdom all vying tor power and
prestige — virtually the exact opposite of the vast and stronger centralized Mauryan
Empirc. Yct, pcrhaps remarkably, trade very wealthy with active and highly profitable
trade with Rome, Egypt, south East Asia, and China.'” How was this achieved?

The first thing to note is that India (north of south) was not in a state of
constant war, rather there were kingdoms that lasted at Icast 100 ycars, somctime
longer, betore being displace. Second, the roads built and trade routes used during
the Mauryan times continued to be used. Further, during the reign ol the indo —
Greeks, and later the kushanas, the land routes were fairly secure in the north.!
Thus, safety along the trade routes was not as week as one might imagine. Moreover,
the sca routes from the west, cast, and south of India were quite safe and cfficicnt,
especially after the discovery of the monsoom patterns.”' When this is combined
with the expanding sea trade with the roman empire there would have been lest need
to rely so much on the land routes for trade.'? Indeed, it may have been that the
growth in foreign sea trade more than compensated for the instability, at time, in
domestic land trade.'? Finally, it is possiblc that the wars did not lcad to the uphcaval
of villages and destruction of the productive aspects of the economy because the
rules of the time rarely used to disturb these areas except to collect taxes."*

Another matter of considerable importance is that with the fall of the Mauryans
there was also the fall of their centralized state conscquently, the sreni were not held
in as tight reign as under the Mauryans and could adapt more quickly to their
environment.'* In this post — Mauryan era the newly unshackled sreni grew quickly
and established their sway over much of India.'¢ Moreover, kings were quite keen to
have the favor of the sreni, no doubt to help stabilize or cement their control over a
rcgion."” This was an cnvironment particularly well suited to the growth of the sreni
and indeed there were many more sreni during this time than during the Mauryan
empire and they began (o take a more active role in other aspects ol Indian life (e.g.,
judicial. religious, banking and administrative), which would have been difficult to
imagine in Mauryan times.'®

The increasing importance of the sreni would have led (o greater discussion
about its internal governance and of the rules governing its interactions with others!*?
we witness this in a number of ways. First, we have even more clear references to the
kings being impacted to maintain sreni dharma.'?® This retlected a gentle shift from
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a recommendation to uphold sreni dharma (during Buddhist times) to an expectation
1o do so, which underscores the increasing importance of the sreni.

Sccond, we scce the first discussions about the presence and qualifications of
executive officers, the penalties for embezzlement, and fines on sreni members for
keeping sreni property.'” These suggest that the sreni had become so large by this
stage that one could not simply rely on the sreni head to run the entity without the
assistance of some executive team. Moreover, it would be difficult for there in, or its
mcmbers, to sclf-monitor such a large and assct-rich entity with so many members.
This is due to a number of reasons. First, the likelihood of the sreni being able to
apprehend and sanction a wayward member may decrease as the number ol members
increases. If the likelihood of apprehension drops then some supplementary measure
(e.g. large sanctions or an outside monitor) would be needed to maintain deterrence,
and Icgal sanctions and ecnforcement can scrve these roles.'?2 Second, as sreni become
wealthier the gain to the member from engaging in misbehavior would increase-
more assets in the sreni imply more (o be gained by the deviant member [rom obtaining
those assets. This may also call for resort to larger sanctions and tighter enforcement-
something that outside legal enforcement could provide.

Overall, this period witnessed significant developments in the sreni along
with extensive economic growth, but without the presence ol a strong centralized
empire that appeared to assist economic growth in the Mauryan period. The presence
of significant economic growth in two quite opposite political structures might seem
surprising, but it only scratches the surface when examining the many different
political structures in which economic growth prospered in Ancient India.

The dispersed kingdoms of Northern India were to remain that way until the
dawn of India’s next great empire in the third century A.D. —the Gupta Empire.
Although somcwhat smaller in size than the Mauryan Empirc (sce figurc 4), the
Gupta Empire lasted considerably longer.'>
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Figure 4 - Map of Gupta India
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The Gupta Empire dates {rom roughly 240 A.D until 550 A.D. and is usually
referred to as India’s “Golden Age”.'** The primary emperors of this dynasty were
Chandragupta [,'*® Samudragupta,'* and Chandragupta II (who took the name
Vikramaditya).'?” All of these emperors cxpended the boundarics of the cmpirce until
it reached its apex in the reign of Vikramaditya.'® much like the Mauryan Empire,
the Gupta Empire also had a number of long range implications for India and lor the
sreni the first was that, although Chandragupta I brought some of the principles of
the Arthasastra back into effect, the Gupta Empire was not nearly as centralized as
thc Mauryan.!? Rather the Gupta Empirc was a looscr confederation of kingdoms
which relied more on tributes, strategic alliances, and greater decentralization that
the Mauryan empire."* Indeed, it is likely that the increased heterogeneity ol Indian
society reflected in the general economic and political conditions of the time would
probably not have sustained a highly centralized empire.’! The significance of this
for tradc was that the central authority did not regulatc cconomic activity as tightly
as the mauryans,' yet it provided quite efficient administration, maintained safe
trade routes, and encouraged trade.'* There are even instances where the Gupta
emperors provided favorable treatment to the sreni which relocated their operations
to another town or region where the Guptas were trying to generate growth.!*

A number of other matlers also contributed (o the growth ol the economy in
the Gupta Empire. First, the Guptas were quite in building contacts with other
countries and in some respects exporting Indian culture.*® These contacts supported
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the increasing and active trade with the far east and south east Asia, which supported
the Indian economy at the time when the roman empire was weakening.»* Moreover,
the greater security on trade routes in India provided by the Gupta empire would
have enhanced domestic trade.

Second, a number of scientific and technological developments made India
products even more attractive. during the Gupta empire India experienced a resurgence
of science mathematics, art, literature and Indian culture.'¥” On the mathematic side
the incrcasing usc of Indian numeral systcm and the development of zero as a
placeholder would have enhanced trade by simplifying calculation and the overall
transactional process." On the science side the use and development ol iron in India
at this time reached the highest levels.?* Indeed, one of India's most famous historic
attraction-the iron pillar of Mehrauli —is said to date form this period.™® This pillar
made of virtually 100% iron and roughly 24 fect tall, has remained rust free for
around 1600 years in the Indian climatic environment.'' The significance of this
level of sophistication in iron would also have been displayed in more eflicient tools
for trade transportation and storage.!42

Enhanced forcign and domestic trade combined with improvements in
technology is an enviable recipe for economic growth. That, indeed, is what we
witness and concomitantly an increase in the number and importance of the sreni '+
Some estimate that there were at least 150 sreni by this time.* Moreover, the written
sources of this era provide the most detailed accounts of the sreni and their internal
opcrations discussing the rules regarding admission into the sreni, sharing of asscts,
the position of executive officers, the nse of incentive devices, the abolish the headman
and executive officers, the liduciary- like duties, the importance and enflorceability
of sreni dharma. the mobility of the sreni, the multi-profession sreni, into various
other aspects of life.!4

These [(eatures are all consistenl with the sreni being a critical lactor in
exploiting the opportunities for economic growth in the Gupta Empire. For example,
as sreni membership grew and its wealth increased one might expect a greater need
for more external legal monitoring to supplement internal monitoring.'* Moreover,
onc might not be surpriscd if sreni were willing to take on additional occupations in
an environment ol quickly growing and profitable opportunities.'"” Similarly, sreni
might be willing to move to new locations to take up attractive new opportunities.!#®
Finally, by this stage it is clear that the king is almost bound to enforce sreni dharma,
which reinforces the importance of the sreni. In many respects, the Gupta Empire
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was high point in the growth of trade and the sreni organizational form.

However, the Gupta confederacy began to weaken over time and invasions
from the Huns in the north accelerated its decline.'* By 550 A.D. the cmpire had
150 The empire’s remnants ruled increasingly smaller kingdoms
and India began to descend to warring [lactions.

been weakened and fell.

F. Post-Gupta Harshavardhana:

Soon after the demise of the Gupta empire one of the kingdoms that took
over part of their empire- the Pushyabhutis—began to cxpand under Harshavardhana.'!
His reign began in 606 A.D. and he started to amass control and dominion over parts
of India quickly establishing an empire (based again on a lose confederacy) that
nearly rivaled the guptas.' Harsh was an impressive military leader, an able statesman
and diplomat, and a brilliant administrator.’>* Moreover, during his reign (606 A.D.
to 647 A.D.) tradc cxpandcd much like it did in the Gupta ecmpirc with an incrcasing
focus on the far east and south east asia.'"”* To service this large trade the sreni
continued to function as they did under the Gupta empire. ™ Unfortunately, upon
Harsha’s passing his kingdom fell apart and India descended too warring feudal
lords and small kigdoms. 'S¢

Over the next 400 or so years a number ol kingdoms ruled parts ol India with
increasingly shifting boundaries, internecine warfare and a general decline in trade !’
The decline in trade was due in large measure to the frequent wars within India and
genceral on — going political instability, which made long distance land trade morc
risky."*® Also, in these conditions many sreni members were forced to move around
thereby impeding the cohesion needed (or elfective functioning of the sreni as well
as making it harder to plan out projects.™ This was further exacerbated by diminishing
foreign trade with the dwindling roman empire.'®® In light of all this the sreni began
to shrink in sizc and importancc. Further, their weakened position led to fewer people
being willing to entrust them with their deposits which served only to worsen the
financial position ol the sreni.'®' As the sreni become undone their heads often began
to position themselves to be feudal lords, as did some rich merchants, which further
distracted them seni affairs.'®? Indeed, to make which deprived the sreni of broad
basc of talent and potentially reduced innovation in it.'® For all intents and purposcs
the sreni were no longer a significant force.

Around 1000 A.D. most of Northern India was embroiled in Islamic invasions
that led to the establishment of Delhi sultanate in the early 1100s and the south was



The Growth of Corporate Forms in Ancient India | 151

invaded around 1300 A.D."* During this period and onwards there was much on-
going struggle o obtain control of India by many dillerent groups and coalitions.!%®
This, no doubt, would have continued to weaken the force of the remaining sreni.
Moreover, it would have been difficult to revive the sreni it the Islamic rulers relied
on Middlc Eastern Islamic law which did not appcar to the Middle East’s unique
background leading to an inheritance law and contract law that large impeded the
development of the corporate [rom.!% Nonetheless, even belore the Islamic invasions
the sreni had been considerably weakened in India and the sreni did not appear to be
as important players as they used to be in the Indian economic, social and political
cnvironment. The ancient cra had indeed ended, but the growth of trade and
organizational forms in India had been exceptional.

G. Summary

The political economic and social conditions throughout the history of ancient
Indian rcveal a number of things of importance to understanding the development of
the sreni and organizational forms in India. Moreover, this discussion provided
insights into other matters related 10 the growth of corporations and how their
governance develops.

First, the analysis shows that the sreni developed and grew along lines that
are suggested by the discussion in part II. Thus, the corporate form would grow
when the demand [or it increased, induced by increasing trade and technology
developments, and when the supply of the conditions necessary for the corporate
form’s development were present. These conditions include the monitoring
mcthodologics nceessary for reducing agency cost and cocditor information costs.
In Ancient India the sreni appears to have developed when these conditions were
present (good monitoring ol sreni members plus good accounting rules) along with
rapidly growing trade. This provides further support for the thesis advanced recently
by Hansmann, kraakman and squire on the importance of asset partitioning to the
development of the corporate form.'” The analysis also indicates that the sreni
developed considerably before the earliest roman proto- corporations.

Second, the numbet, size and complexity of the sreni increased with the growth
of tradc in India. As the sreni bccome more numcrous and occupicd morc important
roles in society it is not surprising that more attention would be paid to it and that its
internal governance would become a matler for further discussion.'® The analysis
suggests that the more detailed ruled of governance, the greater legal respect accorded
to sreni dharma, and the great legal enforcement of its terms (from recommendations)
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grew as the importance of the sreni increased. Moreover, certain features seem clearly
targeted 1o addressing concerns with sreni in a growing trade environment. Examples
include the mobility of sreni and the presence of multi- profession sreni.

Third, when examining the factors leading to the growth of trade in Ancient
Indian one notices that it grew under a variety ol dilferent government and political
structures. There have been apparently peaceful loose city state structures (Indus
Area civilizations), a more centralized empire structure (the Mauryans), a less peaceful
structurc of multiple kingdoms (thc post- Mauryan age), and a looscr ecmpirce structurc
with many tributaries and alliances (the Guptas).

A natural question to ask is whether these structures are equally good at
encouraging trade and growth of the sreni. This, of course, phrases the question too
broadly and onc must address the question with some caveats. First, state structurc 1s
not the only determinant of trade growth and other factors such as the resources
available in the area, technology, and growth of foreign trade are also relevant.®
Second, phrases such as “loose empire” and “centralized empire” are broad labels
that encompass many different kinds of Structures. Greater attention to the institutional
and political characteristics of cach particular regime would be nccessary in asscssing
the impact on trade. In spite of all these caveats, it appears that economic growth
was lastest during the “loose empire” structure ol the Guptas. The Gupta Empire
occupied an intermediate point on the continuum between strongly centralized and
strongly decentralized state structures. Moreover, the Guptas provided a great deal
of tlexibility to the sreni in detcrmining how to govern themsclves and organize
their business.'”® One could conjecture that this intermediate point with considerable
flexibility may the lowest total cost structure [or the highly heterogeneous environment
in which the Guptas reigned.’”* Such a structure would have provided safety along
trade routes and reduced transactions costs (e.g. using the same currency and weights
systcms) as well as providing busincss cntitics with flexibility to adapt to changing
business and local environments. Whether this was the most desirable state structure
or not is diflicult to know, but it certainly led to phenomenal growth.

This, however, does not end the discussion. Although the Gupta reign was
onc of grcat cconomic growth, it is clcar that the other state structurcs in ancicnt
India had considerable economic growth 100. They may not have been as the Guplas,
but they were quite successful .How did that happen?

The growth of trade in these other state structurcs could be attributed to a
number of factor (e.g., growth of foreign trade, advancement of iron technology),
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but I shall focus on two that are relevant for our discussion. First, under virtually
every state structure in Ancient India it would appear that the sreni were given
considerable discretion to manage their own internal affairs. Thus, the flexibility
and adaptability prevalent during the Gupta Empire would have been present, in
large degree, undcer all the other state structurcs too. This benefits trade by permitting
entities to adapt efficiently to their environment.

Second, safety along trade routes and uniformity of trade and trade measures
and currcncy can be achicved under varying state structurcs, but with diffcring costs
and benefits. For currency and laws, uniformity and standardization should make
transactions easier and thereby enhance trade.’”” This seems true, but uniformity
rarely comes without cost. To establish and maintain an empire over heterogeneous
groups will require effort (and hence unification costs), is subject to its own
incfficicncics (c.g., a slow and /or corrupt burcaucracy), and uniformity is not always
efficient for all groups in society.'” Of course, uniformity can be achieved without
the emperor’s f1at, but then it requires the coordinated elfort ol many states and their
leaders (or leadership groups) and is therefore likely to be more costly (i.e., have
high coordination costs).'™ Thus uniformity could be obtained in different structures
but with ditfcrent costs and bencefits. Indeed, one would cxpect that coordination
costs are probably highest in the less peaceful kingdoms, then loose city states, then
the Gupta Empire, and least in the Mauryan. On the other hand, corruption,
bureaucracy, and unification costs would probably go in the reverse order.!”

Thus, it may well be possible to achicve safc trade routcs and morc uniform
practices under various regimes, but the costs and benefits will be quite different
.this may go some way in explaining how trade grew in such dillerent state structures
in Ancient India and way trade may have been the greatest under the Guptas and still
remarkably active under other state structures.

Another point related (o state structure and the sreni is that the Mauryan
Empire gave the least degree of autonomy to the sreni followed by the Gupta Empire
and then by the post — Mauryan kingdoms. This is not all that surprising. Imagine if
there were two moderately size kingdoms that were antagonistic toward each other
and that in onc kingdom there was a sreni that was very profitable and much liked
with over 1000 members. One can easily imagine the kings being keen (o win the
favor of a successful and popular sreni rather than alienate it. Indeed, the cost of
alienation would be lass of support and potential defection (or movement) into the
neighboring antagonistic kingdom. Rulers in this environment would find that



154 | Manaviki

coalitions with sreni would strengthen their hold on power. Compare this to where
there is an Empire that is 10 times larger than either kingdom in the above example.
In this situation a 1000 person sreni carries less political clout due, in part, to its
(now) smaller proportionate representation of the population. Moreover, a large
Empirc may be bigger than any of its ncarby rivals reducing the likelihood that a
disaffected sreni would consider it worthwhile to defect to the smaller and potentially
less profitable environment. Of course, the empire could “squeeve” sreni too [ar and
then they might defect, but the point is that an Empire would need to do more to a
sreni to result in defection than a smaller kingdom with a competing neighbor. This
appcar truc for thc Mauryan Empirc as wcll as the roman. Morcover, as the empire
becomes smaller and less centralized we would expect, all else equal, that coalitions
become more attractive and hence more overture and autonomy are granted Lo the
sreni (e.g., the Post-Mauryan kingdoms and the Gupta Empire).

This is what we witness.

Finally, there are two more aspects of the development of the sreni that make
it noteworthy. First, the general similarity of sreni internal governance to many aspect
of modcrn corporate governance is quite interesting. This suggests that some matters
of similar levels. Moreover, not only are the concerns similar, but so are many of the
methods ol addressing them. This is especially the case with the sreni and modern
Anglo-American corporations as both tend to have more dispersed ownership
structures.!” This may have implications for the corporate convergence debate that
merit further inquiry.'”’

Second, the internal governance of the sreni appeared to develop along lines
predicted by the growth of trade and the presence of factors contributing to the supply
of monitoring methodologies necessary for sreni development. The fact that there is
this predictable continuity in intcrnal governance suggests that cven in different
government systems similar rules can develop. However, a very important caveal
must be added to this. In Ancient India it would appear that each political structure
tended not to interfere in the internal dynamics of the sreni (by generally enforcing
sreni dharma) unless some particular emergent event had occurred (e.g., the sreni
votcs out the hcadman and he refuscs to lIcave).'™ The continuity in internal
governance may largely be an artifact ol the relatively consistent treatment and
development of sreni dharma over time.'” Nonetheless; it has interesting, for the
convergence debate.

On one hand, the consistency and predictability of sreni governance
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development suggests that part dependence is quite strong as sreni governance stayed
on this “path” for at least 1000 years. However given how little the various political
structures interfered with internal governance of the sreni one should be cautions in
drawing strong inferences about path dependence. Also, the fact when lift to their
own devices the sreni scemced to develop rules similar to the modern Anglo-American
corporation suggests that convergence some potential bite. However, the sreni started
out with a dispersed ownership structure so that its internal governance was probably
more likely to match the Anglo-American approach then the approaches in other
jurisdictions with less dispersed ownership structures.
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Centre and Bihar State Relations
during Rabari Devi’s Rule

Mohd. Anzar Alam¥*

Rabari Devi’s appointment as a Chief Minister on July 25,1997 was a dramatic
turn of cvents. The CBI slcuths had cordoned off Lalu Prasad’s residence in a bid to
nab him on the charges in fodder scam. He had already stopped moving out ol
1, Anne Marg. his official residence, though the Assembly House was in session.
The sleuths retreated when the Supreme Court gave him temporary relief by staying
his arrest warrant till 29 July, 1997. The CBI detectives were dancing to the dictates
of thc CBI’s Joint Dircctor, U.N. Biswas. Hc wanted to accomplish his mission
belore Lalu Prasad could resign (rom the post ol Chiel Minister. It was 11.30 A.M.
and U.N. Biswas was with the then Chief Secretary B.P. Verma in the latter’s office.
Soon, Home Secretary D.P. Maheshwari and DGP, S.K. Saxena were summoned. As
the duo arrived, Biswas handed over the non-bailable arrest warrant against Chief
Minister (C.M.) Lalu Prasad to Verma and requested that the warrant be cxccuted.
The Chiel Secrelary drove straight 1o the C.M.'s residence (o meet the Chiel Minister
and produced the fate accomplish.?

The change of the hecad of the United Front Government at the Centre was
hardly proving to be of any help to the beleagnered Chief Minister. I.K. Gujral, who
owed his new position as Prime Minister to Lalu Prasad, had raised his hands in
complete surrender. To add insult to injury Gujaral even issued statements taking
ambiguously of Bihar’s Chief Minister and indirectly advising Lalu Prasad to respect
prccedents and resign. Gujaral said at a public rally at Badayun (U.P.) on July 9,
1997: “Those holding public offices must subject themselves to the test of probity
and when people in public offices lace charges of corruption, they are left with no
alternative but to give up their offices."? These words emanating straight from India’s
Prime Minister were enough to leave Lalu Prasad restless. The fact that the Prime
Minister had madce those public remarks in the company of the Railway Minister

* Director, Salvation Centre for Social and Educational Development, F-11/13 Street No.6, Joga Bai Extn..
Okhla, New Delhi (Tndia)
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Ram Vilas Paswan, Lalu’s arch rival, had made everything crystal clear about what
the United Front Government, at the Centre wanted. Gujaral did not stop by indicating
what he wanted. He further said: “If a Minister eventually turns corrupt, action has
to be taken against him and we will do so."* The final blow from the Prime Minister
camc mcre three days before the Court cchoed a similar opinion and shut all the
doors on the embattled Chief Minister. Gujaral made the following remarks while
replaying (o a question on the growing corruption in the country during an interview
to a Private T.V. Channel in New Delhi on July 20, 1997: “Corruption has steeped
into the veins of the nation and something drastic needs to be done to checkmate
corrupt practices specially among thosc holding ministerial position.” Such strong
statements coming from the Prime Minister at an interval of 12 days had conveyed
an explicit message that the days ol Lalu Prasad as Chiel Minister were numbered
and he must stop expecting the Central Government will bail him out. All the help
routes from the United Front Government were totally closed.

Lalu Prasad was charge-sheeted in the fodder scam. The charges were ol
large scale embezzlement of funds meant for purchasing animal fodder. This siphoning
off of funds came to be known as ‘Fodder Scam,” which was dubbed as the 'mother
of all scams.” The day of 24 July, 1997 gave twin blows to the Chicf Ministcr. The
anticipatory bail petition which Lalu Prasad filed before the Patna High Court in the
Fodder Scam Case No. RC20/96 was rejected outright. The rejection came along
with a very strong observation by the High Court bench comprising Justice D.S.
Dhaliwal: “What these persons (the accused) have allegedly done is a crime against
the nation and by committing the act they have swindled the money of taxpayers.
Considering the serious allegation against these persons, it was not inclined to grant
the privilege ol anticipatory bail.”® The State Administration hurriedly called men
from the Rapid Action Force and other Para-military forces to take position. The
arrest of Chief Minister seemed imminent at any moment. But hope was still not
complctely lost for Lalu Prasad. The routc of appcal to the Apcx Court was still opcn
and the Chief Minister was determined to exercise it. As such, Shanker Prasad
Tekriwal, Minister of Mines immediately rushed to New Delhi by a State Government
plane to file an anticipatory bail petition on behalf of Lalu Prasad in the Supreme
Court. Tekriwal was accompanied by two lawyers- Shakeel Ahmad Khan and Shashi
Anugrah Narain.

Lalu Prasad’s predicament provided the rebel camp within RID with a {resh
dose of adrenaline. Encouraged by the promise of support from NDA. they were
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ready to revolt. The plan to topple Lalu Prasad was well formulated and clearly
visible. The NDA had gone a step [urther and had even started distributing sweets
and throwing gulal on the busy streets of Birchand Patel Marg, where the offices of
both the BJP and its allied partner, the Janata Dal (United) are located. Just when the
battlc gcars werce being primed, Lalu Prasad’s political Private Assistant PR. Sinha,
came rushing with a good news that the Supreme Court has granted a conditional
stay on his arrest ill the 29 of July, 1997. A sudden meaning(ul smile [Tashed across
Lalu Prasad’s face. He had got reprieve from arrest for the next three days and this
gave him enough time to chart out a plan and give it a concrete shape. He had the
dcadwcight to pick out his successor from the crowd of power-hungry Party Icaders.
The successor had to be one who would protect the Party and the government and
also be loyal to him during the period ol incarceration.” Lalu Prasad knew that any
delay over it would leave the Chief Minister’s chair vacant and lead to the imposition
of President’s rule in Bihar. Once his Party was out of power, the CBI, working
undcr dircct control of the United Front Government at the Centre, could go to any
extent to compel witnesses to speak against him.

Rabari Devi’s Ascendancy to Politics and Power:

There was alteady a mad scramble among RJD leaders to usurp power, to
takc advantage of the fluid political situation. There was a Muslim lobby within the
Party that suddenly perked-up with the rumour that Lalu Prasad may nominate a
Muslim as Chiel Minister. Abdul Bari Siddiqui, Shakeel Ahmad Khan and Jabir
Hussain were in the race. With a Yadav leader gone. a Muslim obviously had the
rightful claim to power since the RJD had been surviving solely on the support of
thc M-Y Community. But this was opposcd by thc Yadav lobby. Thc upper castc
lobby too had become active and wanted its share in the corridors of power. The
onerous task ol choosing a suitable successor was still pestering Lalu Prasad. The
dozen old names that were produced for the Chief Minister ship had failed to achieve
a consensus. While the discussion regarding the successor was still going on, a group
of 20 MLA’s suddcnly rushed in and proposcd that Rabari Devi ascend the Chict
Ministerial post. Upon hearing the suggestion, which acted as ray of hope that had
been eluding him, a silent Lalu Prasad suddenly cried ‘Liureka, Iiureka ... ."”” (found
a solution to the problem). The beleaguered RID leader now had finally found a
solution to the problem that has been troubling him for long. The senior RJID leader
Shakccl Ahmad Khan said: “ Rabari Dcvi’ s installation was accidental not
preplanned."® Yet her election as the RID Legislature Party Leader was by consensus.
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Everyone seemed to have realised that there was no alternative. Lalu Prasad had
toiled hard 1o saleguard the RJD’s [oundation alter it was [ormed [ollowing a split in
the Janata Dal. Most RID leaders felt Rabari was Lalu’s reflection and that she could
lead the Party in his absence.

Without causing any [urther delay, Lalu Prasad picked up his phone and rang
Prime Minister LK Gujral followed by Bihar Governor A.R. Kidwai. Tamil Nadu
Minister M. Karunanidhi and finally Assam Chief Minister Praful Kumar Mohanta.
All of them adviscd him to go ahcad with his plan and nominatc his wifc as his
successor. Later, he turned towards his most trusted ‘friend, philosopher and guide
and the Chiel of JMM, Shibu Soren, who always helped Prasad in times of crisis.
This time too he did not let the Bihar Chief Minister down. He immediately seconded
the move to install Rabari Devi in his place. Soon, an emergency meeting of the
Legislature Party was called during which the Chicf Minister offered his resignation.
The meeting elected Rabari Devi as the Leader of RID Legislature Party. Within no
time, as many as 160 Assembly Members had already signed the resolution Lo elect
Rabari Devi. There was no voting. No sound of clapping was heard over the election
of the new Chief Minister. Lalu Prasad was cool, composed and to some extent
plcascd. He handced two Ictters to the Governor A.R. Kidwai - onc of his resignation
and another of his wife’s appointment as the new leader and her claim to form the
next government. She took oath on the 25 July, 1997. Merely [ive days later on 30
July, 1997 at 11 A.M., Lalu Prasad surrendered before the designated Judge of the
CBI Court, Sudhanshu Kumar Lal. He told the Judge: “Hazoor, aapke permission
se yahan aaya hun; koi khatra nahi hai."® The judgc rcjected his bail after forcing
him to stand in the Court for 45 minutes and sent him to Jail. All impassioned
arguments by the lawyers [ailed to move S.K. Lal. Some ten years later, charges
against Lalu Prasad were still to be proved. The strong headed Lal, who discovered
merit in the charges against Lalu Prasad, was later caught on the charges of sexual
misconduct with his fcllow female collcaguc, Sushma Kashyap.”1

R.B. Roy, RID Spokesman,!! Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, Ex-RJD, Central
Minister and Chandeshwar Prasad Singh of RJID,' on a question of appointment of
Rabari Devi as Lalu’s successor, replied: A conspiracy was hatched by Lalu’s rivals
to remove him from the Chicf Minsiter’s post and they made him falscly implicated
in foddar scam. As Lalu Prasad decided to surrender before the Judge, he was looking
out for his successor. There was none in the Party, who could be relied upon as his
successor. Some of the senior leaders of the Party (RJD) advised him to appoint his
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wife, Rabari Devi, as his successor. This proposal was accepted by Party leaders,
although Lalu Prasad was initially not agreed 1o the proposal. Ultimately, Rabari
Devi was elected as JLP leader of RJD. But Sudhanshu Sinha of JD (U) pointed out
that Lalu had no faith on anyone nor his Party men nor on the people of Bihar. His
only aim was to rctain the Government. So, he appointed his wifc as his successor.
Her Government was undemocratic. This infuriated his Party men."

Rabari Devi’s role as a Chief Minister and Centre - State Relations:

The moment Rabari Devi took over the reins of the State on 25 July, 1997,
the opposition hcaped uncharitable cpithets on her, as described by Manoj Chaurasia:!4
- a ‘seat warmer’, ‘kathputhi’ ‘gwalin’, "dehati, "gobarthokani’, ‘rubber-stamp’,
‘illiterate’ and one not knowing the basics ol running the State administration. They
described Bihar under the governance as akin to ‘Jungle Raj’. There were still others,
who re-christened Bihar as "Rapistan’.’ She had to face concerted attacks by the
NDA. Clever and shrewd burcaucrats wanted to take advantage of her ignorance of
governance. To understand their Psyche in Bihar in Rabari’s time one needs to recall
what T.N. Seshan, the former Chiel Lilection Commissioner of India said about them.
He dedicated a number of pages in his book. ‘A Heart Full of Burden’ to describe
bureaucrats: “The Indian Civil Service was neither Indian nor civil nor service. What
is the TAS, apart from saying ‘I am sorry.”? I am saying in public that thc Civil
Service in India has got reduced to the condition of polished call girls.”'* An
inexperienced Rabari, totally divorced [rom active polities, handled even those smart
looking and sorry-saying babus quite deftly despite being nearly illiterate.

During her initial stint as the Chicf Minister, her government was always in
danger of being overturned. She had to seek trust vote of the Assembly as many as
[our times, Lo prove that she enjoyed support of the assembly members. In a period
of three years, she had to pass the floor test on July 28, 1997: 21 March, 1998; 19
March, 1999 and 16 March, 2000. Each time she came out with flying colours and
dampcericd the spirits of the overzcalous opposition which had hoped that Rabari
would flounder. On all such occasions, she proved that she had started tightening her
grip over political management and keeping the over ambitious bureaucrats well
under control. She successfully completed her third term in office. Her three terms
as Chief Minister were interspersed with briet periods of the presidents Rule and the
scven day reign of Nitish Kumar. Her first term as Chicf Minister lasted for less than
two year and ended on 12 February, 1999 when her Government was dismissed and
president Rule imposed.
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The NDA left no stone unturned in ousting Rabari Devi from power. In
February 2000 Rabari Devi was again out of power [or eight days. Although the RJID
emerged as the single largest party with 124 seats in February 2000 Assembly
Elections, but it failed to get majority. This gave some room to Governor Vinod
Chandra Pandcy to excrcisc his ‘discretion” and interpret the mandate as he wanted.
At the behest of the NDA at the Centre, Governor Pandey invited Nitish Kumar, who
was then the Union Agriculture Minister to form the NDA Government in Bihar.
The Samta Party Alliance had won only 66 Assembly seats. When Rabari Devi went
to the Governor to stake claim to form her Government; she noticed that preparations
were underway in the Raj Bhawan to appoint Nitish Kumar as Chicf Minister."”
Rabari Devi cried foul, Lalu Prasad termed it a ‘murder of democacy’.”® All this did
not deter Nitish Kumar from taking oath as the 31 Chiel Minister ol Bihar on 3
March, 2000. But then Nitish Kumar's tenure eventually turned out to be a proverbial
‘nine day wonder’. Nitish was asked to prove his majority on the floor of the State
Asscmbly within 10 days. He tricd his best and deployced all means but failed to get
the numbers to prove his government to be in majority. Seeing no hope of survival,
Nitish Kumar drove 1o the Raj Bhawan and tendered his resignation (o Governor
V.C. Pandey. Rabari Devi, who was the rightful claimant was invited to form the
Government and she took oath as the State’s 32 Chief Minister on 11 March, 2000.
This was the third time she was being administered the oath of office and scerecy as
the Chief Minister. This time she was to last for a full five-year term.

Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, Ex-RJD Central Minister expressed his views in
coursc of intcrvicws with this author.' and R. B. Roy, RID Spokcsman replicd on
the question to appointment of Nitish Kumar as a Chiet Minister of Bihar.?* Governor
Vinod Chandra Panday had taken such step on the pressure put by the NDA
Government at the Centre. This action of the Governor in appointing Nitish Kumar
as Chief Minister was vehemently opposed by the RID members. But S.Javed Raza,
Gencral Scerctary of JD (U) gavce a different version. “Hc said that when the list was
submitted to the Governor, NDA was in majority and the Governor was assured that
majority would be proved within a week. But the NDA [ailed to prove the majority.
According to Uday Shankar Sharma and Navin Kumar Arya of JD (U): “Neither
Rabari Devi had the majority nor Nitish Kumar. The Governor took action in his
discrction and invitcd Nitish Kumar to form thc Government, but he failed to prove
majority in the House.”??

"21
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Centre and Bihar State Relations After 1999 Lok Sabha Elcections:

Bihar faced a total of seven major elections, three elections each for Lok
Sabha and Assembly and one for the Panchayats under the leadership of Rabari
Devi. Her party farcd well on all occasions cxeept for the Assembly Elections of
2000. In the 1999 Parliamentary Elections, RID managed an impressive victory
winning 17 seats out ol 54, though the number of seats went down in comparison Lo
the 1996 Lok Sabha Elections. Lalu’ s leadership of the Yadav caste remained un
sailed in 1999 elections. Lalu could also win by a solid 60, 921 votes mostly of the
Rajputs.? The RID-Ied group included the JMM and the Congress. At the conclusion
of the 1999-Lok Sabha Elections as Walter Hauser rightly pointed out: ““The BJP-
Samta Alliance had in a very real sense, [illed the political space opened by the
weakening of Lalu Prasad’s dominance of 1991."% In the 1999 Parliamentary
Elections, the BJP with 23 seats and its ally JD (U) with 18 emerged victorious,
while thc RID with scven and its allics five-the Congress four and the CPI(M) onc-
appeared to be loser. But the NDA were shocked when the RID, under Rabari’s
control, bounced back to power in Bihar alter the 2000-Assembly elections in which
RID won 124 seats, although the entire opposition had become aggressive after
forming a government at the Centre. In the Parliamentary Elections of 2004, RID
gavc a terrific performance and proved that 1998 and 1999 were mere aberrations in
Bihar and not trend-setters. The RID-led Secular Democratic Front (SDF) swept the
polls and won 29 of the 40 Lok Sabha Seats. The RJD alone was able to win 22 Lok
Sabha seats. This however, made Lalu Prasad arrogant. He was so emboldened that
during the campaign in 2005 Assembly polls, he would regularly say from all public
platform that thc Fcb. 2005 clections were mercly a “rencwal of Rabari’s 20-ycar-
old contract with the masses."*

The bonhomie in SDF was short-lived and within a few months of being in
power at the Centre, serious differences cropped up between RID and LJP. The two
partcd ways despite staying togcther at the Centre and this marked the beginning of
RJID’s downhill journey in Bihar. In February, 2005 Assembly Elections, LJP formally
broke its relation with RJD. LIP also succeeded in weaning the Congress away (rom
Lalu Prasad with the result that the LJP and the Congress contested the polls together
and RJD contested on a separate platform. In the triangular contest among the political
groups led by Nitish Kumar, Lalu Prasad and Ram Vilas Paswan, Rabari Dcvi was
voted out but none of the Parties or the alliances could form the government. Since
more ol the coalitions were able 10 join hands o [orm Government, the Centre imposed
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President’s rule in Bihar on 7th March 2005 and the Assembly was kept under
suspended animation by the then Governor of Bihar Sardar Buta Singh. RJDD managed
to win only 75 seats. The subsequent Assembly polls held in October-November the
same year (2005) saw RJD’s winning seats reach an all time low of 54. This marked
the cxit of RJD from power, installation of Nitish Kumar as the Chicf Ministcr and
emergence of a new role for Rabari Devi as the Leader of Opposition in the Bihar
Legislative Assembly.

In an intcrvicw by Ammu Joscph with Rabari Devi, he cxpressed his view
about Rabari Raj in narrating in her own words: “Forgotten now, it seems, is the fact
that a few months after she look over the government in 1997 she was described as
‘Bihar’s most dignified Chief Minister in living memory by India Today. She had
established her own method and style of functioning and thereby gained the grudging
respect of a broad range of pcople, including scnior politicians and burcaucrats and
even an industrialist. She disputed the widespread assumption that her husband was
the de facto Chiel Minister while she merely danced to his tune claiming that this
false impression was created by the indisputable fact that they are married and share
ahome. ‘He does give me advice and I don’t listen to his suggestions’. She admitted

that she was still a reluctant Chicf Minister”.26

According to Rabari Devi, she supports the hitherto ill-fated legislation to
reserve seats for women in Parliament and Legislative Assemblies. She dismissed
the controversial comment about women with short hair made by her husband’s
political rival and fellow Yadav as irrclevant. Yet the number of women ficlded by
the RJD in recent General and State Elections is impressive, although it was apparently
a record high in the history ol her Party and saw the entry of five RJDD women into
the Assembly as well as one in Parliament.

Rabari Davi blamed the State’s poor record on numbcer of important aspccts
of development such as education and health care, partly in the intractability and
intransigence of the lower-level bureaucracy. ‘How many people can one suspend or
dismiss?” She asked, adding that some work got done despite everything. But she
also laid a large part of the blame for Bihar’s plight at the doorstep of the Union
Government. Accusing the Central Government of “Step-motherly’ trcatment (her
word), she asserted that Bihar’s problems were largely due to the Centre’s callous
attitude and indifferent approach to the State. She also criticised the attitude of the
Members of Parliament from Bihar who according to her were more interested in
promoting their own interests than those of the State and its people. even though
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they had not been sent to Delhi, ‘to procure petrol pumps for themselves’, as she put
it. She alluded 1o the additional pauperisation ol Bihar by its bifurcation and the
creation of Jharkhand as a separate State and highlighted the failure ot the Central
Government to deliver on its promise of special package to kick start development
in the truncated arca of Bihar. “Much of industry in the formerly unificd Statc has
now gone to Jharkhand,” She pointed out. ‘Here there is nothing but flood and draught.’
Her excuse [lor the government’s lailure to [ully utilise the funds allotied to Bihar in
the last Five year Plans ‘We have had four elections in four years.'

Her talent leadership qualities were widely noticed soon after the NDA
Government at the Centre acting on the recommendation ol the then Governor Sunder
Singh Bhandari, sacked her constitutionally elected RID Government and clamped
President’s Rule in Bihar on 12th Feb. 1999, citing the plea of ‘a total breakdown of
law and order.” She cricd hoarse, came on the strects with the kitchen instruments
and banners and fired verbal salvos against the Governor and screamed: ‘Langara
Bhandari go back.”™ Such was her power that the Central Government was [(inally
forced to act swiftly and revoke the Presidential Proclamation on 9th March, 1999.
In the Lok Sabha and Assembly Elections, she emerged as a star campaigner along
with Lalu Prasad. Shc went on addressing more and morce clection rallics without
any support from any quarter. She did it alone. Rabari’ s determination was also
evident when she used her velo power to ensure the ouster ol Lalu Prasad’s childhood
friend Ranjan Yadav from the RJD. Union Minister of Agriculture, Hukumdeo
Narayan Yadav took everyone by surprise when he compared Rabari Devi with Razia
Sultana.?®

Conclusion:

Centre-State relations during Rabari Devi Rule for eight years [rom 1997 to
2005 were also the crucial points to be investigated. Her role as a Chief Minister was
also a peculiar feature. Being illiterate and unknown of the basics of running the
Statc administration, her period of governance was described as jungle raj. Shrewd
bureaucrats wanted to take advantage of her ignorance of governance. But, in spite
of all these deliciencies, Rabari Devi handled the bureaucrats quite deftly. Her latent
leadership qualities were widely noticed. All these things including the use and misuse
of powers during RID-Rule and lastly the step-mothetly treatment by the Central
government 1n allocating disproportionatcly low sum by way of sharc of the Central
government causing strained Centre-State Relations have also been widely and
critically examined in this article.
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Imposition of President’s Rule (under Article-356) during Lalu-Rabari in Bihar
has mostly being misused [or the political purpose 10 have a [avourable government
in this State.

The partisan attitude adopted by the Central government towards Bihar State
has also been responsible for tension between the Centre and Bihar State relations.
The difference in the ideology of NDA party in power at the centre and the RJD
party in power at the State level has been responsible for tension in the Centre- Bihar
State rclations.
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A Study on the Development of Memory
Performance

Pragyesh Kumar Mishra*

Abstract: The study attempled to find out the effect of age. schooling and retention
interval on memory performance in children. The sample consisted of 360 children
belonging for Gorakhpur and Mau district. The present study was conducted in following
3x3x2 factorial design with three levels of age group (7+ years, 11+ years and 14+
years), three levels ol retention interval (immediate. 1 day and 7 days) and two levels of
type of schooling (advantaged and disadvantaged). Obtained results show that the
memory perlormance scores increased consistently with increasing level ol age. Memory
perlormance score decreased with increasing retention interval. Furthermore, memory
performance score is much greater for the participants of advantaged school than
participants of disadvantaged school.

Keywords: Mcmory perfommance, Memory strategy, Schooling,

Introduction

Memory is one of the most complex cognitive processes extensively studied
in the arca of cxperimental-cognitive psychology. The theory of cognitive development
propound by Piaget (1950, 1952b) has emphasize various achievements during
concrete operational stage, which spans the years [rom 7 to 11. During this period,
the thought of children is far more logical, flexible and organized than it was during
childhood. A number of cognitive processes have been evident during this stage. For
cxample, conscrvation rcfers to mental actions that obey logical rules, decentration
1.e., focusing on several aspects of a problem and relating them, reversibility, the
capacity to think to a series of steps and then mentally reversing the direction. Apart
from this, classification. seriation and spatial reasoning are also the characteristics
features of concrete operational stage.

The present study was conducted to investigate the ellects of age, retention
interval and type of schooling on memory performance. Tests of memory span usually

#*Rescarch Scholar, Department of Psychology, D.D.U. Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur
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measure the number of items thatcan be correctly recalled in order Immediately after
presentation. Memory span [or both words and visual patierns improves dramatically
during childhood (Scheinder&Bjorklund, 1998). According to one estimate, for
example, a 2-year-old can recall an average of two numbers in a row, whereas a 9-
ycar-old can recall six (Kail, 1992).Factors such as imagery ability help to account
for older children’s greater recall of visual patterns (Kail, 1997b).

To test recognition, the researchers showed children 18 objects. Then they
presented 36 items including the previous 18 objects and 18 new objects. The 2-
year-olds recognized about 80% of the items, and the 4-year-olds recognized about
90% of the itlems(Myers&Perlmultter, 1997).

Childrenwant to remember something that must be recalled at a later time,
they arc likely to usc memory stratcgics. Memory strategy usc 1s linked to memory
performance (Schneider & Pressley, 1997).

Cross-cultural comparisons of memory performance by individuals varying
in schooling experience allowed consideration of whether the changes in memory
performance obscrved among childhood in the USA might be duc to cxpericnee
with school rather than maturation (Rogoff, 1981; Sharp et al., 1979). Western children
enter school at about age 5, and there is high correlation between age and grade in
school thereafter until adulthood. Hence, there is a danger that “Cognitive-
developmental research has been measuring years of schooling using age as its proxy
variable” (Laboratory of comparative Human cognition, 1979, 1983). Cross-cultural
researches demonstrated that performance on free-recall tasks and related tasks was
closely related to the extent of schooling that individuals had received (Rogoff, 1981;
Rogoff and Mistry, 1985).

Reviews of cross research on cognitive development (Rogoff, 1981) and
memory (RogolT and Mistry, 1985) conclude that, taken together, the obtained results
document a powerful effect of schooling on performance on the memory tasks. Non-
schooled subjects generally have less success than schooled subjects on tasks such
as paircd-associate lcarning (Hall, 1972); frce recall (Cole ct al., 1971) and scrial
recall (Stevenson et al., 1978).The insightful series of memory experiments conducted
by Cole and his colleagues (1971) with schooled and non-schooled (Cole et al.,
1971) shed much light on how a key explanation for the difference in performance
between the two groups lay in the use of organizational strategies. Non-schooled
subjccts were unlikely to cngage spontancously in stratcgics that provide greater
organization to help remember the unrelated items that were presented in such tasks.
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Cross-cultural studies have quite often reported schooling as an important
factor in determining the level of performance on cognitive tasks. RogolT (1981) has
presented a detailed review of these studies. Mishra (2001) has examined selected
studies carried out not only with schooled and unschooled subjects, but also with
children attending schools of diffcrent quality and types (Mishra and Dascn, 2004).

Dash (1988) tested schooled (aged 6-8 and 10-12 years) and unschooled (aged
4-6, 6-8 and 10-12 years) boys for their ability to remember the location of pictures
in a scrial short-tcrm rccall tasks as a mecans of cxamining the influence of age and
schooling on the development of structural features and control processes in memory.
Short-term store, a structural aspect of memory as rellected in recency recall, remained
invariant to either age or schooling, thus implying universality of structural memory.
Age but not schooling contributed the development of control processes in memory
(c.g. primacy cffcct) indicating that formal cducational cxpcricnce imparted through
rural primary schools may not train children to employ active mnemonic strategies.

Mishra, Shukla and Mishra (1999) examined learning and memory in schooled
and unschooled children, aged 7-12 years, controlling for the effect of socio-economic
background. Using verbal lcarning tasks in a free recall procedurc with unrclated,
conceptually related, and phonetically related words, it has been demonstrated that
the elfects of schooling were age and task-specilic. The overall recall and clustering
scores of schooled children were higher than those of the unschooled. particularly
on the conceptual task. However, these differences were less evident on the phonetic
task.

Dash and Das (1984) examined the influence of schooling and age on the
development of concrete operational thought and information processing. Four and
six years old preschoolers and schooled children of 6-8 and 10-12 years, drawn from
a rclatively homogencous socio-demographic background of rural India were given
four tests of information — coding processes. Hall of the children in each group were
also given four Piagetian concrete operational tasks. As predicted, performance on
Piagetian tasks increased as a function of age only, whereas the effects of schooling,
age, and their interaction were clearly observed tor coding processes. It was concluded
that information proccssing modcs were more scnsitive to cognitive conscquenccs
ol schooling than concrete operational skills.

Kurtz (1990) reported a study on memory performance and metamemory in
120 schoolcd and unschooled six and cight vears old children in Nagpur, Maharastra.
No difference was found on metamemory tasks, but on a serial rehearsal task. The
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schooled children rehearsed more, which is consistent with the emphasis the Indian
teachers were found (o emphasize on rote memorization (Kurtz, Borkowski and

Deshmukh, 1988). When trained to cluster and to rehearse, schooled children

improved more on clustering, rehearsal and recall measures than did non-schooled
children.

The problems of the present study have been formulated in the background

of the results of the studies on the development of memory performance. The problems

have been stated below in question forms:

1.

The [irst and [oremost question has been asked as the [irst problem of the
study is that what amount and what pattern of recall of words occur at varying
level of age i.e., 7+, 11+ and 14+ years?

The second question asked as the second problem of the study is what amount
and what pattern of recall of words occur at increasing length of retention
interval i.e., immediate, | day and 7 days?

Whether recall for words is influenced by the type of schooling 1.e., advantaged
and disadvantaged?

Whether any kind of interaction between the effects of age, retention interval
and schooling occurs?

The hypotheses for the above stated problems can be made on the basis of

the findings of the studics on the cffcct of age, rctention interval and schooling on

the memory performance.

1.

(S8

In the background of the results of the studies on the development of cognitive
processes showing facilitative effect of age on recall of words, it can be
hypothcsized that amount of recall of words should incrcasc with increasing
level of age.

It can be hypothesized on the basis of memory related studies that the amount
of recall of words should decrcasc with increasing length of retention interval.

It can also be hypothesized that advantaged school should have a greater
facilitative effect on the occurrence of the amount of recall of words than
disadvantaged school on varying level of age.

Some kind ol interaction should be found between the three [actors i.e., age
level, retention interval and type of schooling.
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Mcthod
Designe

The present study was conducted to investigate the cffects of age, retention
mterval and type of schooling on memory performance. The present study was
conducted in a 3x3x2 factorial design with three levels ol age group (7+ years, 11+
years and 14+ years), three levels of retention interval (immediate, 1 day and 7 days)
and two levels of type of schooling (advantaged and disadvantaged). Thus, there
were 18 trcatment conditions in total.

Samplec

Atotal of 360 participants were randomly selected tor the present study. Out
of 360, 120 participants belonged to cach of the three Ievels of age group i.c., 7+,
11+ and 14+ years. Forty participants out of 120 were randomly assigned to each of
the three levels of retention interval 1.e., immediate. 1 day and 7 days. Further 20,
out of 40 participants belonged to each of the two levels of the type of schooling i.e.,
advantaged and disadvantaged school. The random selection of participants was
donc from various privatc English medium convent/public and government schools
of Gorakhpur and Mau District. The schools which were considered to be advantaged
had much greater [acilities in their academic curriculum and extra curriculum (e.g.,
smart classes, computer education and enriched library) facility of promoting students
in various types of games, indoor or outdoor. Contrary to it, the disadvantaged schools
werce considered to be lacking in thesc academic and cxtracurricular facilitics. Thus,
20 participants were randomly assigned to each of the 18 treatment conditions.

Material

Ten words of common object each on a separate card were used as materials
in the present study. Prior to the final usc of the materials, a list of 30 common
object-name (frequently used in any age group of participants) were to given to 18
participants belonging to each of the three levels ol age group (7+, 11+ and 14+
years) in a pilot study in order to assess the association value and familiarity with the
items of participants. In this pilot study subjects were asked to write down associations
in terms of singlc words as many as they could write for cach of the 30 items. For the
items the numbers of associations ranging from 35 to 6 words in number were taken
into consideration for further use in the study. Ten such words of common objects
were finally selected for the present study.
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Experimental Procedure

The study ran into two sessions — learning session and recall session. The
participants were approached and contacted individually in their natural sctting of
schools. After the participants seated comfortably in a quiet and noise free room
each ol them were given instructions in Hindi and an approximate translation of that
in English is as follows:

“Ten cards cach containing a word which will be the name of a common
object, will be presented before you one by one at the rate of 2 seconds per card. You
are requested (o see and read the word wrilten on each of the ten cards. You may be
requested to recall the 10 words in any order in future.”

At the time when participants were rcading the cach of the 10 words written
on 10 cards, the present investigator read the word aloud. Thus, the presentation ol
the material was visual and auditory both. After the learning session was over each
of the participants of the present study were contacted again in the same setting they
learned the original material, for recall. The participants were asked to recall the
originally Icarncd the 10 words in any ordcr in verbal or writtcn form. The participants
ol lower age group i.e., 7+ years ol age group, in case could not write, gave responses
in verbal form which were written by the present investigator. Each of the correctly
recalled out of 10 words was given a score of | and the total number of correctly
recalled words was the raw data of each of the participants, which was further
subjccted to various statistical trcatments.

Analysis of Data

The raw scores of the data under varying conditions of age, retention interval
and typc of schooling were subjccted to computation of means, SDs and ANOVA.
Apart from these, mean values of recalled words under varying conditions were
presented graphically to show the pattern of recall.

Results

The obtained data in terms of scores of rccalled words were subjected to
various statistical analyses. The mean and SD values of memory performance score
(or dilTerent age groups ol participants under varying conditions of retention interval
and type of schooling are presented in table 1. A perusal of the table [ and figure 1
reveals that the mean values of memory performance scores increased consistently
(i.c., Grand mcan= 5.76, 7.43 and 9.01) with incrcasing lcvel of age (i.c., 7+, 11+
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and 14+ years). Table 1 and figure 2 shows that the mean value of memory
performance score decreased (i.e., Grand mean= 8.08, 7.53, and 6.58) with increasing
retention interval (i.e., immediate, 1 day and 7 days).

Table 1: Mean and SD Values of memory performance for ditferent age
group of participants undcr varying conditions of rctention intcrval and type of

schooling
Retention interval
Age Immediate 1 day 7 days firand
level Meaw/
Type of schooling | Type of schooling | Type of schooling |Grand
Advant- | Disad- | Total |Advant- | Disad- | Total | Advant- | Disad- | Tetal | SD
aged  |vantaged aged  |vantaged aged | vantaged
7+ M | 7.50 | 640 | 695 | 6.75| 5.05| 590 485| 4.00| 4.43|5.76
SD | 1.10 | 1.19 | 1.25| 141 | 1.05]| 1.50| 1.09| 1.21| 1.22| 1.68
11+ | M | 895| 7.00| 798| 850 | 7.00| 7.75| 6.95| 6.15| 6.55| 7.43
SD | 1.05 | 1.38 | 1.56| 1.28 | 1.21| 1.45| 1.23| 1.18| 1.26| 1.54
4+ | M | 950915933 | 9.05| 885| 895| 890| 8.60| 8.75| 9.01
SD | 0.76 | 0.8L | 0.79 | 0.94| 0.99| 0.95| 1.02| 1.05] 1.03| 0.96
Immediate 1 day 7 days
Grand Mean 8.08 7.53 6.58
Grand SD 1.57 1.82 2.12

Mean values of recall of words

5.76

7+

Age

9.01

14+

Figure 1: Mean values of memory performance under varying conditions of age level
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Mean values of recall of words

8.08

7.53
6.58

Immediate 1 Day 7 Day

Retention interval

Figure 2: Mean values of memory performance under varying conditions of length of retention interval.

The mcan and SD valucs of memory performance scores for different age
groups of participants varying conditions of level of schooling are presented in table
2. Table 2 and ligure 3 shows that the mean scores ol the participants ol advantaged
schools (Grand mean= 7.88) are much greater than the participants of disadvantaged
schools (Grand mean=6.91).

Table 2: Mean and SD Values of memory performance under varying conditions
of age and type of schooling

Agelevel Type of schooling Grand Mean Grand
Advantaged |Disadvantaged SD Value

7+ M 6.37 5.15 5.76

SD 1.64 1.51 1.68
L1+ M 8.13 6.72 7.43

SD 1.46 1.30 1.55
14+ M 9.15 8.87 9.01

SD 0.94 0.96 0.95
Grand Mean/ 7.88 6.91
Grand SD 1.79 1.99
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Mean values of recall of words

/.88

6.91

Advantaged Lisadvantaged

Type of schooling

Figure 3: Mcan valucs of memory performance under varying conditions of type of schooling.

Athree way ANOVA was computed to show the effects of age level, retention
interval and type of schooling on recall of words. The summary table of ANOVA
(table 3) shows significant main effect of age level (p<.01), retention interval (p<.01)
and typc of schooling (p<.01) on rccall of words. Apart from this, age x rctention
mterval (p<.01) interaction effects were also found to be significant. The graphical
presentation ol age x retention interval interaction elfect has been shown in ligure 4.
The figure shows that the participants of 14+ years of age groups have scored greater
9.33, 8.95 and &.75 at all retention interval (immediate, 1 day and 7 days) than
participants of 11+ ycars of age groups (7.98, 7.75 and 6.55) and participants of 7+
years of age groups (6.93, 5.90 and 4.43). However, the gap between the scores of
recall of the participants ol diflferent age level is minimum at the shortest length ol
retention interval i.e., immediate and maximum at the longest retention interval that
7 days, whereas the gap is at the intermediate level at 1 day retention interval. Age X
type of schooling (P<.01) intcraction cffcct was found to be significant. A considcrable
gap between the scores two levels of type of schooling (advantaged and disadvantaged)
ateach of the levels of age (7+ years, 11+ years and 14+ years) can be observed. The
participants of advantaged schools have obtained the mean values 6.37, 8.31 and
9.15 whereas participants of disadvantaged schools have obtained the mean values
5.15,6.72 and 8.87 at 7+, 11+ and 14+ ycars of agc group rcspectively. Mcan valucs
have also been displayed graphically in figure 5. It is apparent from the figure that as
the years of schooling increase [rom 7+ years 10 14+ years the gap between the recall
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scores of the participants of advantaged and disadvantaged schools decreases and

disappears at 14+years ol age level.

Table 3: Summary table of ANOVA for memory performance as a function of age

level, retention interval and type of schooling.

Source Sum of df Mean f
Square Square
Age 633.89 2 316.94 251.99%%*
Retention interval 139.84 2 69.92 55.59%%
Type of schooling 85.07 1 85.07 67.64%*
Age x Retention interval 42.64 4 10.66 8.48**
Age x Type of schooling 21.96 2 10.98 8.73%*
Retention interval x 4.67 2 2.34 1.86
Type of schooling
Age x Retention iterval x 5.98 4 1.49 1.19
Type ol schooling
Error 430.15 342 1.26
Corrected Total 1364.20 359
%01, * .05
r L — 4 235 — 7 B
2 7.75 V
4 6.95 {I\D —-11+
\\ 2.3 o a—14+

\: 143
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Figure 4: Mean values ol memory performance under varying conditions of age and retention
interval.
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Figure 5: Mean values of memory performance under varying conditions of age and type of
schooling.

Discussion

The results of the present study arc indicative of the fact that memory
performance increase with increasing level of age from 7+ years to 14+ years
(Scheinder&Bjorklund, 1998; kail, 1992). The material used in the present study
was most easy and similarly meaningful to all levels of age. The one possible
explanation for such results might be that number and variety of memory strategies
uscd by participants of higher age levels might facilitate their recall for
words(Schneider & Pressley, 1997). As usual the findings of the present study are
supportive 1o the general [indings of memory studies that memory performance
decreases with increasing length of retention interval. A variety of academic and
extra-curricular activities of advantaged schools have facilitative effects on memory
performance in specific and cognitive process in gencral (Rogoft, 1981 Colc ctal.,
1971; Cole and Scribner, 1977; Mishra, Shukla and Mishra, 1999; Mishra, 2001
&Dash and Das, 1984).

The results of the study also suggest that the effects of age and retention
intcrval on recall for words arc not independent. The gap between the recall scorcs
of the participants belonging to varying age level is minimum at the shortest retention
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interval i.e., immediate and maximum at longest retention interval i.e., 7 days. It will
not be unreasonable Lo assume that age related lactors operative on memory are
more visible at higher age levels. The interaction effect of type of schooling and age
indicates that as the years of schooling increase that impact of type of schooling
disappcar.
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Theorising Bhojpuri Literature-some Context
(With special reference to Bhikhari Thakur)

Shafique Ahmed* & Sandeep Rai**

Tradition of folk literature dates back to the early stages of human evolution.
It 1s belicved that the origin of language 1s vey symbolic. History has witncssed its
contradiction vis a vis dominant and dominated masses [or the wellare of the people.
Dr Vasudevshran Agrawal has opined in ‘prithvi putra’ that, there is a need to rework
on the works of Vyas, Valmiki, Kalidas, Tulsidas, Charakandpanini from the point of
view of “janapadas” . Folk languages and dialects are mother tongues of the masses.
We cannot afford to ignorc the importance of folk languages, dialccts in the name of
nation building, progress and general unity. Dialects do not hinder the progress of
Hindi they rather support it in its progress and themselves flow as tributaries. The
contemporary studies of such dialects should be seen with reference to the disciplines
of art, history, sociology and culture. Folk literature should be analysed diachronically
keeping in mind the socio-cultural background of the aunthor herselt/himself. Rahul
Sankrityayan says that Janpada dialects are the live languages of hard-working
peasants and labourers. The synthesis of folk literature is still going on among them.
They (villagers) are producing folk literature even today. Bhikhari Thakur is one
such most important literary figure who has contributed significantly to bhojpuri
litcraturc. Rahul Sankrityayan posits,” why do people like Bhikhari Thakur’s
literature? Why does the number of audiences for his plays reach ten to fifteen
thousand on an average? It is secen that people exhibit lot of interest in Thakur'’s
plays and poetry, which renders them more poetic justice. It is evident that indigenous
spiritual writers like Kabeer, Meera, Soordas and Tulsidas have gained more
popularity among masses with the incorporation of various contemporary social
problems in his plays, Bhikhari Thakur came very close to the masses and gained
immense popularity”. (Tayyab Hussain Peedit, 2014).

This paper is a review of various theorics that have addresscd the relationship

*Associate Professor, Department of Sociology. D.D.U. Gorakhpur University. Gorakhpur
*%Rescarch Scholar, Department of Sociology, D.D.U. Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur
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between literature and society. As mentioned, some of the conceptions have argued
for acomplex interaction between literature and social lile, commenting on the value-
neutrality and apolitical stances of understanding the generation of a text. While
others have shown how literature, although always politically engaged, deals with
the prevalent social and political oppressions and have become a source of acsthetic
enterprise. Accordingly, in this paper we can review the work of those scholars who
have looked at literature either as a political enterprise, rellecting the dominant values
and ideas of a society or of those authors who have although, acknowledged the
political undertones of literature and its resistance potential, also view them as
acsthctic cndcavour.

Among those who have addressed the above questions, this study takes account
of the writing of Marx and Engels (iQ38, 1970, 1979), Terry Eagleton 1976),George
Lukacs (1972).Louis Althusscr (1977).Lucicn Goldmann 97"),Antonio Gramsci
(1977),Pierre Bourdieu (1993 and 1996),Pierre Macherey (1966 and 1995),Alok Rai
(2000),K. Updhyaya (1972),0m Prakash Valmiki (2003). Through this debate, we
see that, the priorities of these different authors of Marxist literary theory are starkly
and fundamentally different. Usually these distinctions are based upon how they
undcerstand a tcxt, a genre or cven the intentionality of the writer.

Literature as reflecting false consciousness: Marx and Engels

In talking about the reflective nature of literature, Marx and Engels have
responded to the social conditions stemming from the rise of capitalism. Their theories
are therefore, formulated specifically to analyze how society functions in a state of
uphcaval and constant change. The comments of Marx and Engcls’ on art and litcraturc
are scattered and fragmentary. While other art forms find a scarce mention in their
work, their analysis of literature (including the text of dramas) have significantly
shaped and dominated their ideas about aesthetics and culture in general.

Marx’s theory of literature is based upon what he termed as, historical
materialisim, a view that explains the course of society as guided by economic
development, changes in the modes of production and exchange, by the consequent
division of society into distinct and antagonistic classes and by the struggle of these
classcs against cach other. Marx proposcd a modcl of history in which cconomic and
political conditions determine social conditions.

According to Eagleton, ‘Marxist criticism’ analyses literature in terms of the
historical conditions, which produce it. For Eagleton, ‘Marxist criticism’ is part of a
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larger body of theoretical analysis, which aims to understand ideologies,” the ideas,
values and [eelings by which men and women experience their societies al various
times. Some of those ideas, values and feelings are available to us only in literature.
To understand ideologies is thus, to understand both the past and the present more
dceply. This is onc of the rcasons why ‘Marxist criticism’ involves more than what
has been set out by the founders of Marxism.

Eagleton says that ‘Marxist criticism’ is not merely concerned with “Sociology
of Litcraturc’, but how novcls get publishcd and how they mention the working
class. Its aim is to explain® the literary work more, fully which means a sensitive
attention o its forms, styles and meanings (Eagleton, 1976, p 3). Accordingly, within
the Marxist frame of thought, literature like all other trends and developments in the
modern world can be conceived not merely as cultural or ideological, but also strongly
social and political. Marxist litcrary thcory has thus cmphasized the political in
literature.

Within Marx’s account of history is the idea that larger political and economic
forces determine a given individual’s social being. Marx writes that ‘it is not the
consciousncss of men that determinces their being, but, on the contrary, their social
being that determines consciousness’ (Ibid). In the same nerve, Marx puts forward
his concepts ol the base and superstructure. The base is the economic system on
which the superstructure rests; cultural activities-such as philosophy or literature-
belong in the superstructure. The clear implication of what the ‘base’ and
‘supcrstructure’ is found in the preface “To a Contribution to the Critique of Political
Economy”, (Marx and Engels, 1859). Much non- Marxist criticism would reject a
term like ‘explanation’, [eeling that it violates the “mystery’ of literature. Eagleton
uses it here because he agrees with Pierre Macherey who in his A Theory of Literary
Production (Paris, 1966), argues that the task of the critic is not to ‘interpret’ but to
cxplain’. For Machcrcy, ‘interpretation’ of a tcxXt mcans rcvising or correcting it in
accordance with some ideal norm of what it should be; it consists, that is to say, in
refusing the text as it is. Interpretative criticism merely changes the meaning of the
text for easier consumption. In saying more about the work. it succeeds saying less.
Men enter into definite relations that are indispensable and independent of their will,
relations of production that correspond to a definite stage of development of their
material productive forces. The sum total of these relations of production constitutes
the economic structure of society, the real foundation, on which raises the legal and
political superstructure and to which correspond definite forms of social
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consciousness. The mode of production of material life conditions the social, political
and intellectual life process in general. It is not the consciousness ol men that
determines their being, but on the contrary, their social being that determines their
consciousness.

Art then, becomes the part ol the superstructure of the society. To understand
literature then means understanding the total social process of which it is a part. As
the Russian Marxist critic Gregory Plekhanov put it, “the social mentality of an age
is conditioned by that age’s social relations (Henri Arvon’s Marxist Aesthelics,
Cornell, 1970). Marx believes that because the base determines the superstructure, it
mevitably supports the ideologies ol the base.

Marxists also addressed the problems of the relationship between art and
rcality in a fundamentally new way, bascd on matcrialist dialcctics. Idcalist acsthetics
considered art as a reproduction of the ideal, standing over and above actual reality.
Marxists consider it impossible to understand art and literature proceedings only
from their internal laws of development. In their opinion, the essence. origin,
development and social role of art can only be understood through analysis of the
social systcm as a whole, within which the cconomic factor- the development of
productive forces in complex interaction with the social life production relations -
plays the decisive role.

Thus, art as defined by Marxists is one of the forms of social consciousness
and it thercfore, follows that the rcasons for its changes should be sought in the
social existence of men and women. Marxists give a social explanation of the origin
of the aesthetic sense itself. They argue that man’s artistic abilities, his capacity for
perceiving the world aesthetically, to comprehending its beauty and for creating works
of art appear as a result, of the long development of human society and are a product
of man’s labour. In his Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, Marx pointcd
to the role of labor in the development ol man’s capacity to perceive and reproduce
the beautiful and to form objects ‘in accordance with the laws of beauty’ (Marx and
Engels, collected Works, Vol. 3, Moscow, 1975, p. 277). This idea was later developed
by Engels in his work Dialectics of Nature,in which he noted that efforts of toil
“have given the human hand the high degree of perfection required to conjure into
being the piclures of a Raphael, the statues ol a Thorwaldsen, the music of a Paganini’
(Quoted in Marx and Engels On Literature and Art, pp.128-29).
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Gceorge Lukacs

Since Marx’s own writing, there have been theorists such as Lukacs and
Althusser who have gradually modified or expanded on Marx’s original concepts.
Lukacs had argucd that only recalistic torms of fiction arc artistically and politically
valid. Lukacs, who was writing within the realm of Soviet Socialism, had looked at
how ‘the commitment ol the writer in the [orefront emphasized her/his role in the
making of a just and equitable environment’ (Lukacs,1972). His essay ‘Critical
Realism and Socialist Realism’ (1972) is a good example of a polemic held within
socialism. This polemic is between critical realism and socialist realism as literary
principles on the one hand and between the theory of socialist realism and its practice
on the other. Lukacs said that the perspective ol critical realism renders great help Lo
the writer to understand the present but it would not enable the writer to conceive the
future from inside. This was Lukacs’ emphasis. For him, critical realism was thus an
objcctive as for any writer the present offers the entry point into history. This becomes
the guiding force, which empowers the writer to interpret his or her own reality. On
the other hand, the writer of socialist realism is a natural insider and thus no entry
point is required of him because he or she is a participant in the making of a different
future.

Lukacs’s essay gives an indication as to why the tradition of critical realism
gradually weakened in the latter hall of the 19% century when writers found it difficult
to pursue realism, they had to draw on all their inner resources to do justice to their
job as writers and as significant voices of their time. This was the background of the
bourgcois-capitalist class beccoming rcactionary. This situation led to the cmergence
of socialist realism that stressed classlessness as a precondition for real, genuine
equality in society.

The problem of sociology of the novel has always preoccupied the sociologist
of litcraturc. A novel 1s also, considered as a biography and a social chroniclc and
thus it can be said here that the social chronicle rellects Lo a greater or lesser degree
the society of the period. The emphasis in the novel is not the explanation of but a
focus on the problem. There is a clear relationship between the literary plane and the
everyday life in the society created by liberal economic principles and market
production. Lukacs makes this point and says that there 1s a homology between
everyday relations of man and commodities. This relationship extends between men
and other men in a market society. Charles Dickens’ second novel, Oliver Twist
(1838), can be considered as an example of a social novel. Social novels centre
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around the effects of social and economic conditions on the individual, and often
aim 1o bring societal atlention to social problems. Such pieces of literature clearly
reveal the relationship between the literary plane and the everyday life in the society
created by liberal economic principles and market production. Accordingly, it is
now possiblc to move on to a review of litcraturce that delves upon this possibility art
as escaping the premises of dominant ideas.

Literature as breaking away from false consciousness: Lucien Goldmann

Goldmann in his work ‘Towards a Sociology of the Novel’ takes off from
Lukacs. Goldmann’s hypothesis is concerned with the homology between the structure
of the classical novel and the structure of exchange in the liberal economy. Since the
exchange in liberal economy is based on the principles ol [ree market capitalist
economic system, any work of literature has a possibility to reflect the values of the
same economic system. On the other hand, there is also the possibility of the novel
to not represent the hegemonic values. Goldmann presents a means to go beyond the
actual fictional descriptions of sociological phenomena in order to connect the
structure ol the literary work itself, not to the writer or the consumer, but (o the
external world. Goldmann’s perspective seeks to elucidate structures within a work
that may be explained in terms of homologies between these structures and the
collcctive mental structurcs or catcgorics that shape the consciousncss of social groups
during a specific time, as well as shaping the imaginary world created by a writer.

One implication of Goldmann’s approach is that a writer’s work expresses
the non-conscious values and aspirations of a collective category, thus the internal
structural analysis rcveals expressions that arc beyond the author’s conscious intent.
Griswold (1987a) recently expanded Goldmann’s scheme to provide a more complete
explanation of cultural objects that includes aspects of the writer’s intentions and ol
the work’s reception as well as additional cultural circumstances.

Antonio Gramnsci

The Italian theorist Gramsci, with his concept of hegemony, allows for an
even more [lexible reading ol the base/superstructure model. Gramsci believes that
ideology alone cannot explain the extent to which people are willing to accept
dominant values. He also realizes, along with many other Marxist critics that the
basc/superstructurc modcl is much too rigid to account for cultural productions, which
do not simply reinforce those dominant values.

In a way, Gramsci’s notion of hegemony is a continuation of the concepts
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behind ideology. Hegemony is a sort of deception in which the individual forgets
his/her own desires and accepts dominant values as ones own. For example, someone
might think that going to college is the right and necessary step in every life, when in
reality ones belief is socially constructed. This is again one of the several views on
the social construction of rcality. Thus, on the basis of the above argument, it becomes
difficult to generalize how different people engage themselves in making different
meanings. Literature, then, may be seen as something that both reinforces dominant
values and occasionally calls them into question. For example, nineteenth century
women writers of sentimental fiction used certain narrative conventions merely to
rcinforce dominant valucs, whercas a writer like Janc Austen usced many of the same
conventions to undermine the same dominant values.

Louis Althusser

This French Marxist theorist provides a finer understanding of the relationship
between litcrature and idcology. According to Althusscr, art cannot be reduced to
ideology. Rather, art has a certain relationship to ideology. Ideology signifies the
imaginary ways in which men experience the real world. Literature oo gives us this
kind of an experience. However, art does more than just passively reflecting the
experience. Thus, while Art is held within ideology, it also manages to distance itself
from it. This distancing is donc to the point where, art pcrmits us to ‘fecl’ and ‘perecive’
the ideology from which it springs. The difference between science and art is that
science gives us conceplual knowledge ol a situation; art gives us the experience ol
that situation, which is equivalent to ideology. By doing this art, allows us to ‘see’
the nature of that ideology and in the process, moves us towards that full understanding
of idcology which is scicntific knowledge. (Althusscr, L. 1977)

Pierre Macherey

Macherey in his Theory of Literary Production (1966 distinguishes between
what he calls ‘illusion’ (meaning false consciousness) and ‘fiction’. lllusion is the
material on which the writer goes to work. While working on it, the writer lends it a
certain shape and structure thereby transforming it into something different. It 1s by
giving ideology a determinate form, [ixing il within certain [ictional limits, that art
is able to distance itself from it, thus revealing to us the limits of that ideology. In
doing so, according to Macherey, art contributes to our ‘deliverance from the
ideological illusion’.

Contending the traditional hermeneutic approach, which perceives literature
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to be a site of ‘essential revelation” and which therefore, assumes philosophy to be
the unthought-of or not yet thought element in literature, Macherey, in his Object of
Literature (1995) instead perceives literature to carry within itself the seed of
philosophy. Literature thus according to Macherey is not simple primal truth. He
trics to cxpress in this book literaturc’s speculative vocation by arguing that litcrature
‘has an authentic value as an intellectual experience...” Here he explains this further
by talking about a ‘literary philosophy’ (1995: 5).

What onc can cstablish out of this is the plain fact that there is no purc
discourse. The attempt to delineate philosophy from Literature is an artificial one
contextualized in a particular era ol History, which launched the two as two
autonomous paradigms, ‘Modern paradigms’ as Macherey says (1995:5). The
difference between literature and Philosophy thus being “documentary’ (1995:6) in
naturc, Machcrey urges the rcader to not ignorc or overlook the speculative, the
thought, the insight, the foresight, the premonition, the intuition and the mass of
knowledge deeply inherent within any literary work. The literary works do not thus
merely produce or reproduce a narrative of the society or a description of events. A
closer look, a deeper plunge will show that literature actually provides a support to
an ‘idcological communication’ (Machcerey, 1995).

Pierre Bourdieu

Pierre Bourdieu’s (In The Field of Cultural Production: Essays on Art and
Lirerature, Boudieu, P. 1993. Polity Press, Cambridge) analytical method represents
auseful alternative to many other eminent modes of analysis ranging trom formalism
to structuralism and deconstruction. which have dominated litcrary studics.

Bourdieu dissects the relationship between systems of thought, social
institutions and different forms of material and symbolic power. By emphasizing on
the structure of powcer of diffcrent kinds, he says that the literature, art and their
respective producers do not exist independently of a complex institutional framework,
which authorizes, enables, empowers and legitimizes them. He has locused on the
framework of the structure of power and says that this must be incorporated into any
analysis of cultural practices (Bourdieu, 1993).

Bourdieu locates the literary field in the field of power. Similarly, the Bhojpuri
literary [ield can also be analysed on the same principal and its encounters with the
mnternal social structure i.e. caste system. patriarchy and feudalism, which constitute
the field of power in this context. This particular aspect would be dealt in detail in
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the later part of this paper. The scholar also takes issue with ‘reflection theories’,
with supposed homologies between the structure ol work and the social structure or
between the works and the worldview of social interests of a specific class. To suggest,
in the manner of Lukacs and Goldmann, the writer is somehow an unconscious
spokcsman, for a group 1s for Bourdicu, simply to invert the romantic myth of the
poet. Reducing the power to a sort of ‘medium’, this approach assumes a perfect
correlation between the group and the mode ol expression without questioning how
one defines the group whose world view is supposedly expressed through the work
structure (Bourdieu, 1993, p. 13).

According to Bourdieu, by conceiving of literary works as expressions not ol
the author but rather of the social class of which he or she is a member. By seeing the
author as merely one who lends coherence to the structure of his or her class and by
positing works as collective products of social groups, such approaches also ignore
the objective conditions of the production, circulation and consumption of symbolic
goods. They thus, [all prey to the objectivism, which Bourdieu [inds unacceptable in
structural analysis. Artistic works in Bourdieu’s view are produced by agents existing
in objective sets of social relations, which are not limited to those of “class’ and
which fulfill spccific functions for thosc agents which must be brought into the
analysis.

Reflection theories, no matter how elaborate, often neglect the relative
autonomy of the literary field. This problem is addressed in Mikhail Bakhtin, work
who suggcsts that litcrature 1s part of, and cannot be understood outside of the ‘total
context’ of a given period’s culture. Social and economic factors clearly affect literature
but only through their effect on culture as a whole. Their impact on literature per se,
occurs only through the mediation of the entire culture (Bakhitin.M. Speech. Genres
and other late Essays. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1984, p.2). To counter what
he calls the ‘short-circuit cffect’ of approach that posit a dircct connection between
art and social structure, Bourdieu developed the theory of the field as a social universe
with its own laws of [unctioning (Bourdieu, 1993).

Finally, Bourdieu criticises the failure of external analysis to consider works
of art as posscssing a spccific language. This docs not mcan that he accepts the
ormalist contention that literary language alone can provide an adequate explanation
of literature or literary practices. To summarize briefly Bourdieu’s method attempts
to incorporate three levels of social reality. 1. The position of literary or the artistic
filed; what he calls the field of power(i.e. the set of dominant power relations in
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society or, in other words, the ruling classes); (2) the structure of the literary field
(i.e. the structure of the objective positions occupied by agents competing [or
legitimacy in the field as well as the objective characteristics of the agents themselves);
and (3) the genesis of the producers’ habitus (i.e. the structured and structuring
dispositions which gencerate practices) (Bourdicu 1993).

Bourdieu’s method can thus be used to analyse the literary field of the literature.
He says that a number of practices and representations of artists and writers can be
cxplained with refercnce to the ficld of power, inside which the literary ficld 1s itsclf
in a dominated position. The field of power is the space of relations of force between
agentls or belween institutions having in common the possession ol the capital
necessary to occupy the dominant positions in different fields, mainly economic or
cultural. It is the site of struggles between holders of ditferent powers or kinds of
capital, likc the individuals and the class.

In the context of languages, a contradiction takes place between Hindi and
Bhojpuri. What Bourdieu calls the ‘economic value’, was definitely higher for the
Hindi language. This is evident through the scenario of the year 1900, when, ‘Sir
Anthony MacDonncll, Licutcnant Governor of the North West provinces and Oudh,
nitiated a move to allow Devanagri to be used in the courts, inaugurating a long
conflict over language and script. This move was presaged by a longer history ol
colonial interventions that sought to distinguish between a Hindu Hindustani and an
Urdu Hindustani’ (Rai, 2000, pVIILI). From this, we can discern the manner in which
rcgional dialccts such as Bhojpuri got marginalized 1n the broader context of a litcrary
field (Singh 1991). While Hindi achieved the status of an official language, Bhojpuri
was not awarded any recognition by the state. Inspite ol such discount by the state,
Bhojpuri has managed to evolve as an alluring language for the production of literary
work.

According (o Bourdieu, the principle of change in works resides in the (ield
of cultural production. Any piece of literature or art either functions as one perpetuating
the current conventions, 1.e. maintaining the status-quo, or one subverting them and
transforming the structure and also the structure of distribution of capital, power,
cte. (Bourdicu,1996)

To understand the politics of any language or dialect. there is a need to look at
its history. To quote Rai, ‘historically speaking, Hindi has been understood, defined
and projccted through a scrics of antithesis with Urdu; with its ‘dialccts’, notably,
Bray, with ‘provincial’ languages; with English. It 1s sufficient to remark that, in all
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these antitheses, with their countless local eruptions, there is a curious eruption of
innocence and inviolability on the part of Hindi and its protagonists’ (Rai, 2005,
p.5). However, it can also be mentioned that the popularity of Hindi is not an outcome
of government efforts but of the love of the people enshrined in institutions such as
Bollywood. The point that I want to draw from Rai’s argument is that Hindi, as an
official language of the state has dominated its dialects, in particular, Bhojpuri.
Bhojpuri is still not included in the 74" schedule of the Constitution of India.

It onc gocs into the history of languages, Bhojpuri is an older language than
Hindi. The Bhojpuri language has a tremendous amount of writings at its disposal
(Upadhyay, 1972). In contextualising Bhojpuri literature in the general literary field,
one can also clearly locate Macherey’s stand in the position. I take to show that
indeed literature has a bearing on Social Movements. Literature in fact, is in itself a
silent revolution. For cxample, onc can mention Om Prakash Valmiki's ‘Joothan-An
Untouchable’s Life’ (2003), where the author asserts the identity of a Dalit and gives
and account of the hardships laced in the post independent Indian society. Although
untouchability was legally abolished in the constitution of the newly independent
India in 1949, Dalits continued to face discrimination, economic deprivation, violence,
and ridiculc. Traditionally, Indian litcraturcs have cither ignored untouchables or
portrayed them as victims in need of saviors, as objects without voice or agency.
Valmiki, through his autobiographical work, has presented an authentic recording of
these unrepresented experiences and in the process given voice to the voiceless. He
tells the stories of life in the untouchable caste of Chuhra, at the bottom rung of
socicty: his laudable strugglc to survive this doomed life of perpetual physical and
mental prejudice and intolerance; the obstacles he overcame to become the first high
school graduate ol his neighborhood; his coming to consciousness under the influence
of the great Dalit political leader B. R. Ambedkar; and his transformation into a
speaking subject bearing witness to the oppression and exploitation that he endured
as an individual and as a member of a stigmatized and subjugated community.

‘Dalits today constitute about one sixth of India’s population. Spread over
the entire country, speaking many languages. and belonging to many religions, they
have become a major political force. As a document of the long silenced and long
dcnicd sufferings of the Dalits, Joothan is not only a contribution to the archives of
Dalit history, but a manifesto for the revolutionary transformation of society and
human consciousness’(Mukherjee, 2003). The potential ol political consciousness
that Valmiki demonstrates through his piece of literature needs to be qualified by
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more sociological investigation. However, there is no denying the important
contribution he makes (o the Dalit cause by highlighting their problems and miseries.
Valmiki, I feel is speaking with in the ambit of ideology as an amalgamation of ideas
in accordance to the particular context.

Concluding Remarks

In the contemporary context, Marxist literary criticism has been lorced (o re-
examine its standpoints to evolve an adequate method to cope with these
developments. Whereas between the wars, it was the capitalist camp striving to counter
the people- oricnted socialist thrust in litcraturc. Under such circumstances, Marxist
literary theory has turned towards examining a work of art in its specificity. The
effort has mainly crystallized as investigation in the forms ol literature hitherto,
discussion on form. revolved around the idea of human creativity finding new ways
to express itself in specific periods of history- epic in ancient times, dramas in periods
of transtormation from onc cpoch to anothcr, novel when much later in the 18
century a new powerful social class met the challenge of earning legitimacy and
consolidation. This was 0o broad a perspective. The dilliculty particularly was that
it interpreted forms in Literature in generic terms- epic, drama, novel etc. as separate
kinds of writing in different epochs. It appears necessary now to study the cultural
proccsscs in which a particular kind of crecative approach takes shapc (Ibid).

In this way, we see that the dominant Marxist theories do not always see
literature as something dependent solely on hegemonic values and ideas. There are
moments where one can find a treatment of literature which is not reducible to merely
1dcologics or falsc consciousncss. We can sce in the above argument how literature
is engaged with the social and political. There is a need to look at the ‘social and
political as a source ol aesthetic enterprise. According to Eagleton (1976), the
relationship, which both Althusser and Macherey propose between ideology and
literature, is ‘deeply suggestive’ (p 19). Ideology for both Althusser and Macherey
has a certain structural cohcrence in any socicty. It is not a mere body of free-floating
images. Thus, because it possesses relative coherence, ideology can be the object of
scientific analysis; and since literary texts ‘belong’ to the domain of ideology, they
too can become the object of such scientific analysis. A scientific criticism would
seek to explain the literary work in terms of the ideological structure of which it is
part, yet which it transforms in its art: it would scarch out the principle, which both,
ties the work to ideology and distances it from it.

As Engels himself, pointed out: Literature may be a part of the superstructure,
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but it is not merely the reflection of the economic base. According to F. Engels, “the
malterialist conception of history, the determining element in history is ultimately the
production and reproduction in real life. More than this neither Marx nor [ have ever
asserted. If therefore somebody twists this into the statement that the economic
clement is the only determining onc, he transforms it into a mcaningless, abstract
and absurd phrase. The economic situation is the basis, but the various elements of
the superstructure- political forms of the class struggles and ils consequences;
constitutions established by the victorious class after a successful battle, etc. Forms
of law and then even the reflexes of all these actual struggles in the brains of the
combatants: political, Icgal, and philosophical thcorics, religious idcas and their further
development into systems of dogma also exercise their influence upon the course of
the historical struggles and in many cases preponderate in determining their form”
(Eagleton, 1976, p 9).

If we try to uncover the relationship between literature and false consciousness,
we usually [ind that there are two possible positions. The [irst one 1s that lilerature
reflects a certain kind of false consciousness, which is generally the ideology of the
dominant or the dominant ideology. On the other hand, we also find a different kind
of litcraturc, which rcflects certain cxpressions of the false consciousncss, which is
against the dominant ideology and in a sense challenges the dominant ideology. The
Marxist view based on the Conflict Model, would perceive this literature as rellections
of the dominant ideology. On the basis of the above mentioned theoretical background,
there is a need to examine the following questions, with specific reference to select
Bhojpuri Litcrature:

(a) What arc the main social themes reflected in such Bhojpuri Literature?
(b)  What kind of analysis and action is advocatcd by such litcraturc?
(c) Upto what extent is this literature a social product?

(d) Inwhat ways do these works serve as propaganda for the status quo; or does
it try to undcrminc it?
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The Thai Family Pattern

Moti LLal Ram*

Thailand has a border with Burma, Laos, Cambodia, Malayasia and has been
very closcly related to India by religion, trade and culture. Some 90 percent of Thai
are Buddhist. The original home of the Thais was in Southern China. They had come
in contact with Hindu civilization through missionaries and later Buddhism penetrated
trom India to Ceylone and Burma. Siam (Thailand) had accepted Hinduism before
Buddhism. The Brahmana priest is still revered and many court functions are done
by both Hindu and Buddhist pricsts.

The typical Thai family is basically self sufficient and they live above the
margin of subsistence. They dress well and eat well. They do not as a rule save
making mcrit 1s an itcm in the family budgct. The average Thai woman is cotented
and family bound. The Thai girls are brought up in a very natural way.

The Thais give alot of deference to teachers, elders, monks and to the royalty.
In Thailand especially according to the village culture, if a girl submits to a premarital
cncounter she looses more than her virginity. It means a gossip and ruined reputation
and then no other boy may want to marry her. The girls are also under supernatural
admonishment (rom their matrilineal ancestors to remain chaste until married.

The prevailing norm and belief in the village 1s that if a girl has lost her
virginity then she must inflorm her mother, so that she make appropriate offerings to
the lineage spirits and beg for heir forgiveness. otherwise a member of her family
will become very ill, most likely the mother herself. Many of these values and norms
arc stressed as part of the carly socialization of young girls with an objcctive to instil
fear in them to avoid prematital sex. For a girl to engage in premarital sex 1s phidphil
a transgression against the spirits.'

Matrilineage is defined as a group of related households which trace their
common descent through the matriline - through femalces only to a group of sisters

*Post-Doctoral Tellow, of the Magadh University, Bodhgaya (Bihar)
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who had lived three to eight generations ago. Each matrilineage is a residential group
which tends to inhabit its own section of the village.2

The Chiang Mai villagers spcak of groups which have phii diaw kan, pcople
who have spirits in common. However, they are not clear about the exact nature and
identity of the matrilineage guardian spirit worshipped by each group who are related.

The spirits protect the members of the lineage from the curses of living people,
malcvolent ghosts, discasc and decath. The members of a matrilincage feel certain
bond amongst themselves because they all share and worship these spirits. If these
spirits are olfended, they can inflict illness on their descendants. As a result the
villagers do not take babies out of the protective lineage boundaries of courtyards
for they fear that the malevolent ghosts will take away their souls.

Lach year members of the lineage contribute money to a woman ol the group
called Khon Khvan Khon waa, the person who rises and speaks to the spirits. This
woman is usually a senior member of the lineage who worships the lineage spirits
that live in the baan kaaw, one of the old houses of the lineage group. Members who
for numcrous rcasons cannot attcnd or participate in the ccremony will send
contributions. The offerings made to the lineage spirits are, alter the ceremony, eaten
by the members who are present and participated in it.

According to an cycwitness of Sulamith Heins - Pottcr, the actual ceremony
consists of the Khon Khyn Khon Wea coming to the house, where the spirits are
living and offering them several trays ol food. The representative of the group then
invites the spirits to eat and reports to them all that has occurred in the year and at the
same time implores the spirit to protect the group. Then she takes a bowl of uncooked
rice, raiscs it to her and asks the spirit to indicate if they have been satistied. To
establish this she takes a handful of rice from the bowl and counts the grains. An odd
number means that the spirits need more time and the process is repeated until she
draws an even number, a positive reply.

Sometimes members of a lincage will dance for the spirits. These dances arc
called foonphii (dancing of the spirits). Members will set up tents and altars and hire
an orchestra (o play. Numerous members of the lineage and a few spirit mediums
will dance hoping to become possessed. The women begin by holding a mosquitto
net which is hanging from the central rafter of the tent and swing in wildly. This
tempo is cxpected to put them in the mood to be posscssed by the lincage spirits.
Everyone dances until some of the women begin to go into trance and exhibit wild
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behaviour, they show signs as if they have been possessed by the spirits by swining
swords. The possessed women relay messages [rom the spirits (o those present.

After the dancing is over a very claborate ccremony is performed in honour
of the lineage spirits and for the fertility of the lineage. The women ritually plough
the fields with a man acting as the plough bulfalo and some women who by now are
drunk from the ceremony symbolically mount the rear of the man the buffalo as if
the impregnate him. This ritual is probably reflection of the fact that sometimes a
ncwly wed son-in-law is reterred to as a work buftalo. After this symbolically, rice is
planted, birds are shot and a male, representing an elephant, is captured. The important
aspect ol ceremony is that those who have received lavours [rom the spirits like an
illness has been cured - will demonstrate their appreciation by donating money.

When and if a woman rclocates to another village, she will continuc to
contribute to the worship of her lineage spirits in her home town, at least for some
time. As the time goes by either the old ties are weakened and a new branch ol
lineage is formed, or she may join her husband’s linacage. The spirit dances of the
lineage provide the opportunity for the related lineage from many ditferent villages
in the arca, to mect.?

Almost in every region of Thailand with the exception of southern provinces,
because of their different ethnic composition, the youngest daughter and her husband
will live with the woman’s parents in an extended stem household throughout their
marricd lifc. When the parcnts dic, this couple inhcrits most of the property.

According to Kabilashingh. this family pattern emerged as a consequence of
economic necessity. During the Ayutthaya period, under the corvee system men were
required to work away from home cvery other month, and sometimes the corvee
took them away for as long as three months. During this time women had to take
care of the families and manage farms and business and because of this, the newly
wedded couples moved to live with wife’s family. They led to a matrilineal social
system and also to relative financial indepndence of women. While big business was
in the hands of Chinesc traders and forcign tradc was undcer the control of the king.
Thai women became quite skilful in small scale business earning a degree of financial
indepndence and some business skill.*

The rule requiring a young man to live with his wife’s family puts him in a
disadvantaged position. During the carly ycars he is considered a strangcr, is trcated
as such and has to submit to the authority of his father-in-law. He helps with the farm
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work and other chores around the house, depends on the generiosity of his father-in-
law [or any assitance il he wants to rent additional land. During the early years, he
does not participate or voice opinions in the family matters and his wife and children
too are under the authority of her father.’

Il the groom is [rom a different village, his position 1s even weaker. He 1s
quite alone, and may have a very little contact with his own family and in addition,
he is treated as an outsider in his wife’s home. Many men will avoid, therefore,
village cxogamy. Potter citing his rescarch from a village in Chiang Mai in northern
Thailand, says that although village endogamous marriages also place the young
man in a weaker position, he is comparatively in a better situation than the former
case. Although he is still required to move into the wife’s home, at least he is within
his own village and his own family is not far away as a support system.®

As the children grow up, the sons marry out of the family and go to live with
their wive’s lamilies. Daughter prelerably will marry in sequence of their age. Each
daughter will live with her husband in her parent’s home for a short period of time
until the next daughter gets married. If there is only one daughter in the family she,
along with her husband, will live with her parents for the rest of their lives and
ultimately inherit the house. If there are more than one daugher then the first married
daughter and her husband will move out into a separate home near the parent’s home
and the second one and her husband will live in her parent’s home. Though two
martied daughters are not supposed to live with their parents at the same time, under
certain circumstances this could happen.

Even when a married daughter and her husband move out into a separate
dwelling, they remain subordinated to the parental control. Eventually the couple
and their children may try to become independent by buying their own home, which
ofter results in a long drawn conflict.”

Relations between father and son are usually very warm and loving. If the
father can afford it, he will send his son to a wat for a short period of time to serve as
a novicce and to make merit for his parcnts and their souls in the after life. In return
for his education in the ways of manhood and for all the efforts and expenses incurred
by his parents to raise him a son owes his lather love and respect and will help on the
farm until he is married.

Mother and sons arc very closc, cven closcr than the sons and their father’s.
Mothers usually wish that the sons will not have to marry outside of the Village.®
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Citing the examples from a Chiaing Mai village, Potter explains the rule of
inheritance. All children - sons and daughters - inherit equally the rice [ields, orchards
and other assets of the parents. Inheritance can be delayed until after the death of
both parents, but sometimes parents may divide the property amongst their children
as soon as they decide to retire. If onc of the parents dics the other will divide the
property amongst the children. Sometimes the surviving parent retains a portion of
the property and the formal title to all property, even alter it had been divided. The
only exception to this rule is that the youngest daughter, who brings her husband to
live with her parents after the marriage, inherits also the family house in addition to
her share.

If there is no daugher in the family, then one of the sons will bring his wife to
live with his parents. In such cases, his wife is allowed to worship her husband’s
matrilincal spirits as wcll as her own. She is now a member of both familics. Their
children will also have double membership. At least one of the daughters of such a
couple will choose to continue her lather’s matriline and pass it on her own daughter
in order to restart or continue the matriline. If a couple has no child or there are no
married children then a child is adopted from the bilateral kindered to inherit family
property. Usually a daugher is adopted from the wifc’s sister.”

Ithas now been well established that after his marriage a man, [or all practical
purposes, becomes a member of his wife’s family. Also that the matrilocal residential
pattern is most practised. However, under certain other circumstnaces exceptions
arc madc. It the man’s family is very well off or is of much higher status than the
bride’s family, then the couple may decide that; it is to their advantage to live with
the man’s family. Alter a token stay with wile’s family they may move o live with
man'’s family. Also. if there is a feeling of deep conflict between the husband and the
wife’s side of the family that living with them is impossible, the couple may opt to
live with his family."

Although neolocal residential pattern and the nuclear family would be ideal
and even most desirable, in most Thai villages this i1s not the case. The youngest
daugher has hardly any option but to live with her parents after she is married. The
othcr married daughters, who had moved out of thc main housc, remain howcever,
under continuous parental control. In [act one of the main reasons [or them (o move
away is because their own daughters are growing up and are at a marriageable age,
but also they want their own husbands to build up some independent resources so
that their daughers may be able to marry well.!'If a man divorces his wife or if the
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wife dies, he may return to this parent’s matrilineage."?

In some Thai villages, like Bang Chan in southern region and in lower delta
rcgion ncar Bangkok, the patrilocal cxtended - stem familics arc morc common
especially among the Chinese and the Malays.” Another variation occurs in the north
among the Thai Lue, where [or the first three years the couple will live with wile’s
family, next three years with groom’s family and then alternating in a three year
pattern. As a result both matrilocal and patrilocal residential pattern are followed.

In the patrilocal residential pattern it is uaully the wife who is treated as an
outsider, at least in the early years ol the marriage. She is subordinated 10 her mother-
in-law and other members of the household who are senior to her in years or status.
She has to depend on the family’s generousity for all her needs.

Other ethnic groups in Thailand such as Vietnamese, Charns, Mons, Khmers
and Phuthai, follow marital residential partners with small variations. Thus the
matrilocal extended stern family and its associated features are the basic Thai pattern.'4

Relationship within Thai nuclear family are considered more important than
with relatives ol the extended family. Within the latter there are no obligatory
expectations or rights and expectations. Sometimes relationship with the neighbours
is stronger than with the members of the extended family. The institutions of the
surnamces was introduccd into Thailand only in 1917 as a result of contact with the
West. Even today it is not only customary, but Thais prefer to be addressed by their
given name only.

Also within the nuclear family there is a considerable latitude of individual
frecdom, young pcoplc arc allowed to choosc their matcs, and if parents object to the
match the young adults usually elope to avoid any further complications. And if
things go wrong, it is easy Lo get or give divorce in Thailand. Children are loved, but
are socialized to be independent and self reliant from early childhood. They are
often given to other families to be raised and socialized and there is the ever present
threat of their rejection by their own family.

Loose family ties reduce stress and the individuals are free to find their own
status and pursuc their own salvation through good Karma. Thosc who arc born in
the position of wealth are definitely in a more advantageous position, but this does
not mean that the situation cannot change. There are ways by which a higher level
placed individual could shift downward such as the declining descent rule, which
merges members of the royal household with commones in five generations.
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Eventually, all positions in the Thai society are perceived as earned and validated by
good or bad deeds.

This typc of a family system is very much in harmony with Buddhist valucs.
However, is one particular situation it also poses a serious threat to the family. If
each partner in a marriage is concerned only with increasing his or her own merit at
any cost through a particular activity, and when husband and wife compete against
each other for earning merit in the same type of activities, this competition might
Icad to a brcakdown of thc marriage. This could be avoided if husband and wifc
were not competing with each other for the same merit position and pursue activities
pertaining to merit making which are mutually exclusive. This should explain why
Buddhism defines and is very thorough in outlining separate roles and profession for
women to follow.

Social Values -

The Thais are outwardly an extremely polite people. They are very gracious
and hospitable, particularly to strangers and guests. Even when quite worried and
concerned they remain calm and consider confrontation or expression’of anger as
adversely affecting social harmony. In fact, staying calm and serene even under severe
pressurc commands a great deal of respect. Pointing with oncs fect is considered
very impolite and kicking some one is absolutely unacceptable the highest form of
disrespect. Also, asking 100 many questions of one’s superiors or elders is forwarded
upon. And one should never talk back.

It is also worthwhile to mention that although the Thais are always smiling
and at least outwardly appear very relaxed, they are not apt to tell a joke and usually
have a differently responding appropriately if a joke is told by a non-Thai. In Thai
society one certainly does not joke with, or in the presence of one’s elders or superiors.

Discrimination and correct behaviour manifests itself in the form of a deliberate
social distance. For example one must not speak (o elders or superiors standing up
while the latter are seated because the speakers head is higher than theirs. Also juniors
or subordiantes must greet and should be prepared that there may, or may not, be a
ICSpoNsc or an appropriate recognition. Many other instances were cncountered where
it was hard not to observe other forms of conduct and behaviour in the work place
specilied Lo the Thai social norms. For example, being productive or hard working is
not considered a virtue, as long as from is maintained of being present and visible on
the job.
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A Study on Non-Verbal Intelligence of Children

Abhay Pratap Singh*

ABSTRACT : The present study is an attempt to find out the level of non-verbal
intelligence in different group of children. A 2x2 factorial design with 2 type of school
(government and private) and 2 gender type (boys and girls). Sample consists of 80
students as participants from different schools of Gorakhpur, 20 in each cell. Random
sampling technique was used in present study. Results showed that children of private
school scored high level of non verbal intelligence as compared to government school
children. Results have been discussed in the light of personal and educational factors.

Introduction

Intelligence is most important variable which leads success in school and
social life. In general terms ‘intelligence’ means the manner with which an individual
deals with facts and situation. Another word. intelligence is the aggregate or the
global capacity of the individual to act purposcfully, to think rationally and to dcal
elfectively with the environment. There are many kinds ol intelligence; non verbal
intelligence is one of them. Basically, it is defined as non verbal intelligence is the
ability to analyze information and solve problems using visual, or hands on reasoning.
In other words it is the ability 10 make sense of and act on the world withoul necessarily
using words. Verbal and non - verbal intelligence of children 1s influenced by
numerous factors i.e., family environment, socio economic slatus, age, gender (Hunt,
1969; Srivastava, 1984; Pal, 1984; Tripathi, 1974; Deshpandey, 1971).

Schools and cducational institutions arc the temple of knowledge for linked
students. Favorable conditions of schools play a vital role in the development of
cognitive ability ol the students. In this concern, children need sale, healthy and
stimulating school environment in which they learn. During the school year, children
can spend more time at the school where the environment plays a significant role in
child development. This condition requirces carctul planning, and designing to optimize

*Assistant Profcssor, Deptt. of Psychology, Akhilabhagya Post Graduatc College, Ranapar Gorakhpur
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experiences that support education, health and stewardship. Therefore, the school
environment is shaping and reshaping intellectual ability ol children. However,
supportive and favorable school environment enriched with enough learning facilities,
and favorable climate makes students more comfortable, more concentrated on their
academic activitics that resulted in high level intelligence. The right educational
processes make physical, social, cultural and psychological environment for all
concerning students. A proper and adequate environment is very much necessary (or
a fruitful learning of the child. The favorable school environment provides the
necessary stimulus for learning experiences.

A number ol studies describe the impact ol school selting on cognitive ability
of students. Arul Laurence (2012) pointed out that school environment is influence
on performance through curricular, teaching technique and relationship. Another
study showcd that there is a significant difference between the academic achicvement
of students in rural and urban secondary schools as measured by senior school
certificate examinations. To him, the geographical location of schools has a significant
influence on the academic achievement of students. Investigator pointed out that
uneven distribution of resources, poor school mapping, facilities, problem of qualified
tcachers refusing appointment or not willing to pertorm well in isolated villages,
lack of good road, poor communication, and nonchalant attitude of some communities
to school among others are some ol the lactors contributed o a wide gap between
rural and urban secondary schools. Schools located in rural areas lack qualified
teachers. It is because, they do not want going to rural areas that lack social amenities.
They prefer to stay in urban schools. It is also obscrved that a lot of coaching of
urban students is done to prepare them for public examinations, thus promoting the
spirit ol competition and rivalry that may be lacking in the rural pupils, probably,
owing to limitations in exposure and experience. Also, the study has proven that
students in urban areas had better academic achievement than their rural counterpart.
In other word, students in urban locations have a very advantage of favourable Icarning
environment that apparently enhance their academic performance ( Oworye, I1.S.,
2011).

Besides these studies, some situations in schools of rural Gorakhpur in Uttar
Pradesh was gencrally observed by me. Children who read in government school,
they are suffering from lack of perfect learning environment condition, more financial
crisis in their home, not well chalk, black board and sitting place at school , teachers
are mostly busy in MDM and office related work, lack of teacher- student ratio and
etc. Finally, these schools have been considered in disadvantaged group. Private
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school are maintaining learning environment to their students and supporting TLM
and other standard teaching pattern, perfect teacher —student ratio according Lo norm.
These schools have been considered as advantaged group. Therefore, a study on
non-verbal intelligence of rural children of Gorakhpur was planned.

Objective

1. To investigate the role of type ol school on the level of non verbal intelligence
of children.

2. To find out the impact of gender on the level of non- verbal intelligence of
children.

Hypothesis

Based on the above objective following hypothesis has been made

1. Type of School and Gender would influence on the level of non- verbal
intelligence of children.

Method

Participants: A total of 80 children, age range 11vears to 16 ycars, cducation 6 to 8
class from rural area of Gorakhpur selected for present study. Stratified random
sampling technique was used. Sample selection was done applying 2x2 [actorial
designs with 2 level types of schools (government and private schools) and 2 level
gender (boys and girls).

Measure:

1. Non- Verbal Intelligence Test — This test was developed and standardized
by Sharma, A (2007). The test was uscd to asscss the level of non- verbal
intelligence of 10 to 16 years old children. The reliability of the test was
estimated from split- hall method and score was .90 (o .94.

Procedures:

The participants were contacted in their school and purpose of the study was
cxplained to them and their school tcachers. After their consent, demographic
information was obtained regarding name, sex, age, type of school, SES etc of
children. After receiving this information investigator administered non- verbal
intelligence test with instructions and gives booklet and answer sheet to fill properly
as suggested. After completing their response, data were collected and participants
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were thanked for participation. Responses given by participants were scored according
to delined rules, given in manuals and score were trealed statistically by SPSS.
Results

Obtaincd data were analyzed with the help of Mcans, SDs and ANOVA.
Results are displayed in Tables No. 1 & 2 and Fig. No. 1.

Table 1: Means and SDs of Non — Verbal Intelligence
as a function of type of school and gender

Variables Government Schools Private Schools

Non Verbal Boys Girls Boys Girls

Intelligence | Mean 10.55 12.20 6.5 7.45
SD 3.24 2.53 4.34 2.26

Results are shown in table 1 indicate that the level ol non verbal intelligence
varied across difterent groups of children. Table | and Figure | showing that on
mean of Non- Verbal intelligence, private schools children (M = 11.38 ) was highest
as comparcd to government schools children (M = 6.98). Howcever, boys achicved
nearest mean score (M = 8.53 ) as girls achieved score (M = 9.83).
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Figure 1: pisplays Non Verbal Intelligence Levelin
Goverment and Private School Children

In order to ascertain the significant impact of school type and gender ANOVA
analysis was donc and obtained rcsults arc presented in table 2.
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Table 2 : Summary of 2 x 2 ANOVA of Non Verbal Intelligence

Source of Variation Sum of Squares | df | Mean Square | F
Between A (Type of School)| 387.2 1 387.2 37.92%*
Between B (Gender) 33.80 1 33.80 3.31
AxB 2.45 1 245 .240
Within 776.1 76 | 10.21

N =80, ** =P< .01, *=P< .05

Significant main cffcct for typce of school was found to be significant
(F(1, 76) = 37.92, P<.0T), which revealed that level ol non verbal intelligence was
found greater in children of private school (M = 11.38) than children of government
school (M = 6.98). Gender role and interaction eftect were not found significant.

Discussions

Tcaching institutions play a vital rolc for thc improving intclligence and other
cognitive abilities in children. They give standard environment to sharp children’s
mind. Institutions, Learning environment and teachers influence on their classroom
practice.

Rcsults indicate that the students of private school have greater level of non
verbal intelligence than government school. Present findings have partially confirmed
the hypotheses, which is “Type ol School and Gender would in[luence on the level
of non- verbal intelligence of children’. Results have been supported by many prior
studies (Orlu, C., 2013; Sunday, A.A. 2012). Eric, s (2005) examined the role of the
supportive school environment in promoting academic success postulates that the
school environment has broad influence on students, learning and growth. Sunday
(2012) observed that poor [acilities and inadequate space as well as the arrangement
of items including seats in the classroom would affect the organization of learning
environment.

Another research by Oworye, J.S. (2011) pointed out that uneven distribution
of resources, poor school mapping, facilities, problem of qualified teachers refusing
appointment or not willing to perform well in 1solated villages, lack of good road,
poor communication, and nonchalant attitude of some communities to school among
others are some ol the lactors contributed o a wide gap between rural and urban
secondary schools. Schools located in rural areas lack qualified teachers. It is because.
they do not want going to rural areas that lack social amenities. They prefer to stay in
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urban schools. It is also observed that a lot of coaching of urban students is done to
prepare them [or public examinations, thus promoting the spirit of competition and
rivalry that may be lacking in the rural pupils, probably, owing to limitations in
exposure and experience. Also, the study has proven that students in urban areas had
better academic achicvement than their rural counterpart. In other word, students in
urban locations have a very advantage of favourable learning environment that
apparently enhance their academic performance.

In this dircction, these differences have shown in government school in rural
area as compared to private school, therefore it can be said that poor facilities in
school and lack of teachers provide damaging role m academic performance ol
children. The location of the school affects student’s performance. However, the
physical structure of the school building and the interactions between teachers and
students arc also influence students performance. School climate can be a positive
influence on health of the learning environment or a significant barrier to learning.

Several factors such as attitude of students and teachers, study habit, teachers’
qualification, teaching methods, school environment, government policy, school
location, tamily typcs have been identified in scveral studics as factors influcncing
students’ academic achievement (Edwards, 2000; Aremu & Sokan, 2003; Asikhia,
2010; Akomolufe & Olorumlemi-Olabisi, 2011).

Besides these many reasons may be possible for low level non verbal
intclligence in children of government school i.c., not well scating arrangement,
very [ew teachers in schools, not proper caring, teacher busy in mead day meal
programme per day, most of the primary school have no fan and another facilities,
some time using TLM. Private schools have better physical and psychological
environment. All teachers busy only their teaching work, students work properly
with discipline therefore student’s performance and level of non-verbal intelligence
1s best as compared (o government’s students.

Recommendations

Based on the above finding and discussions, following recommendations are
madc

L. Higher authorities of government school should provide adequate teachers,
funding and facilities for the development of the school environment.

2. Government should take an attention to develop similar pattern of schooling.
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3. The school should be internationalized through its curriculum and other
services.

4. Teaching work must be innovative

5. Future researchers should try to conduct more researches on the lactors

affecting non — verbal intelligence as well as academic performance to other
levels of education.

References
Akomolale, M. T., & Olaranfemi-Olabisi, I. A. (2001). Tmpact ol [amily type on
secondary school students’ academic performance in Ondo State, Nigeria. European
Journal of Educational Studics, 3, 481-487
Aremu, O. A., & Sokan, B. O. (2003). A multi-causal evaluation of academic
performance of Nigerian learners: [ssues and implications for National development
ol Guidance and Counsclling, Universitly of Tbadan, Nigeria.
Arul Laurence, A.S. (2012). School Environment & Academic Performance of Standard
Six Students, Journal of Educational and Industrial Studies in the World, vol. 2, issue
3 article 22.
Asikhia, O. A. (2010). Students’ and Teachers’ perception of the causes ol poor, academic
performance in Ogun state secondary schools [Nigeria]: Implication for Counselling
for national development. European Journal of Social Sciences, 13(2), 229-242,
Deshpandey (1971) quted in *Pryogatamak shiksha manovigyar' HanshRaj Pal,
Rajendra Pal and Rakesh Devra (2011), Hindi Madhyam Karyanvaya Nideshalay Delhi
University, Delhi . pp 123
Edwards, A. (2000). A Validation study of the Joseph Self-Concept scale for children.
Dissertation Abstract International: The Science and Engineering, 62
Eric, S. (2005). The Role of Supportive School Environment in Promoting Success, an
Article [rom Development Studies Centre (DSC); Developing Sale and Healthy Kids,
Published in Getting Result, update 5 (chapter3)
Hunt (1969) quted in ‘Pryogatammak shiksha manovigyan’ HanshRaj Pal, Rajendra Pal
and Rakesh Devra (2011), Hindi Madhyam Karyanvaya Nideshalay Delhi University,
Delhi. pp 124
Orlu, C. (2013). Environmental Influence on the Academic Performance of Sccondary
School Students in Port Harcourt Local Government Area of River State. Journal of
Economic and Sustainable Development, vol. 4, No. 12
Owoeye, J.S. (2011). School Location and Academic Achievement of Secondary
School in CKkiti State, Nigeria, Journal of Asian Social Science, vol.7, No.5.
Pal, H.R (1984). A Study of Various aspects of School adjustment in Relation to General
Intelligence & Sex. Unpublished M.Ed Dissertation, Indore University, Indore.
Srivastava (1984) quied in “Pryogatamak shiksha manovigyan’ HanshRaj Pal, Rajendra
Pal and Rakesh Devra (2011), Hindi Madhyam Karyanvaya Nideshalay Delhi



214 1 Manaviki

University, Delhi. pp 124

Sharma(2007). Non verbal Intelligence Test, psycho publications, surendra vihar, New
Delhi.

Sunday, A.A. (2012). The Relationship among School Environment, Student Approaches
to Learning and Their Academic Achievement in Senior Secondary School in Physics,
International Journal of Educational Research & Technology, vol.3, issuel.

Tripathi (1974) quted in *Pryogatamak shiksha manovigyan’ HanshRaj Pal, Rajendra
Pal and Rakesh Dcvra (2011), Hindi Madhyam Karyanvaya Nidcshalay Dclhi
University, Delhi. pp 124



— . -
Manaviki
An Interdisciplinary Journal of Humanitics & Social Sciences

Subscription Form
Lditor,
Manaviks
Maharana Pratap P.G. College
Jungle Dhusar, Gorakhpur-273014

Dear Editor,

1/we would like to subscribe to the Manavikt, an interdisplinary journal of | lumanities and
Social Sciences, published by you. Subscription amount Rs./US$............c...... is being enclosed

herewilh by cheque*/demand drafl no. ceeerrreerseesrseesrseennes ATAWIL OIL. .. Kindly
enrol my/our - Annual/ Five Year/Llfe C.ubsgrlptlon** and arrange to Qend the issues of the
journal on the following address :

Name of Individual /INSHRLEOTL : ...ouoomieieeireere et eee e s ree e ree e senee s

CREY T o PIN/ZEP oo
Subscription Rates
Individual Institutional
Annual Rs. 300 Us $ 30 Rs. 500 Us $ 50
Tive Years Rs. 1250 US $ 80 Rs. 2000 US $ 125
Life (15 Years) Rs 2500 Us $ 150 Rs. 4000 US $ 200

*  All cheques/demand drafts should be drawn in favour of Manaziki pavable at Gorakhpur. In casc
of oulslalion cheques please add Rs. 30/USS 2 [or clearing expenses.

** Please lick the desired subscriplion period.

Maharana Pratap P.G. College
Jungle Dhusan, Gorakhpur
Mob. : 9794299451, 9452735221 e E-mail : manvikijournal@gmail.com



GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contribution should be submitted in duplicate, the first two impressions of the typescript. It
should be typed in font Walkman-Chanakya (Hindi) and in Times New Roman (English) on a
quarter or foolscap sized paper, in double-space and with at least one and a half inch margin
on the right. Two copies of a computer printout along with a CD are preferred. They should
subscribe strictly to the Journal format and style requirements.

The cover page of the typescript should contain: (i) title of the article, (i) name (s) of
author(s), (iii) professional affiliation, (iv) an abstract of the paper in less than 150 words, and
(v) acknowledgements, if any. The first page of the article must also provide the title, but not
the rest of the item of cover page.

Though there is no standard length for articles, a limit of 5000 words including tables,
appendices, graphs, etc., would be appreciated.

Tables should preferably be of such size that they can be composed within one page area of
the Journal containing about 45 lines, each of about 85 characters (letter/digits). The source(s)
should be given below each table containing data from secondary source(s) or results from
previous studies.

Figures and charts, if any, should be professionally drawn using such materials (like black ink
on transparent papers) which allow reproduction by photographic process. Considering the
prohibitive costs of such process, figures and charts should be used only when they are most
essential.

Indication of notes should be serially numbered in the text of the articles with a raised
numeral and the corresponding notes should be given at the end of the paper.

A reference list should appear after the list of notes. It should contain all the articles, books,
reports, etc., referred in the text and they should be arranged alphabetically by the names of
authors or institutions associated with those works.

(a) Reference to books should present the following details in the same order: author's
surname and name (or initials), year of publication (within brackets), title of the book
(underlined/italic), place of publication. For example:

Chakrabarti, D.K. (1997), Colonial Indology: Socio-politics of the Ancient Indian Past,
pp. 224-25, New Delhi

(b) Reference to institutional publications where no specific author(s) is (are) mentioned
should present the following details in the same order. institution's name, year of
publication (within brackets), title of the publication (underlined/italic), place of
publication. For example:

Ministry of Human Affairs (2001), Primary Census Abstract, New Delhi, pp. xxxviii.

(c) Reference to articles in periodicals should present the following details in the same on:
the author's surname and name (or initials), year of publication (in brackets), title of the
article (in double quotation marks), title of periodical (underlined/italic), number of the
volume and issue (both using Arabic numerals); and page numbers. For example:

Siddiqui, F.A. and Naseer, Y. (2004), "Educational Development and Structure of Works
participation in western Uttar Pradesh", Population Geography, Vol. 26, Nos. 1 & 2, pp.
25-26.

(d) Reference in the text or in the notes should simply give the name of the author or
institution and the year of publication, the latter within brackets; e.g. Roy (1982). Page
numbers too may be given wherever necessary, e.g. (Roy 1982: pp. 8-15).



WA TE AHS- TS $1 371 SRS YT et

ISSN 0976-0830

91?77097:"043000



