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AT enfifeh = § &1, dgfed
TR Ud : Uk Ufagriaes fergersor

. fagem g

TR U4 9RA &1 ififes, eeanfcae T8 @rleid =al &1 Heidd (T9)
2 fo ardia wfw 6t fae, afvas wd erdequl Sfic &1 @l wa o1 g% 2
FHF A1 HETRFT a1, ST, fag ud 3erma 9 e fem € W U T e ST
T W W A F FEEN & FTR W ARE § TH T S W e oy
1 AR A1 B AR TN THB! TR YIAr TS Often ST 1 gl ROl Foiid gral
2P e 7 fF R ® did (Sfew a=fR) wd @ o (wfa oifia) faew w9 @
et @ #1 Aid s Sel afasHl (o fasie) o e o fasiy e dt @
2, oEl wrd od 3w H el ol wifid Y feEn i 5= % wqfden enfter sme
I -9 AT 71| I8 TRATE T & 39 Had =it fa=, fovermor w1 afiom
ol S - & GRAdT o W STUfad ol

I ¢ foh S dfew et § o= & aeH & gueR 59 i et
FI gIgES % fau yedfad e wn 399 = (FE, ufas Afeat o), diefe, 1@,
Af<x, qfd, SR et &1 i gq@ op

IR wepfa & fafay wal & (Fan, o senfs) S @ qoi werwt a1 e
T YT STeT Afersea @1 2?1 5, wrel, Al (Pitcher, Water Jar ) , TfSTersh -3,
TS (The Sign of Zodiac Aquarius)® 319 &1 =it STa ¥ IRYUl ‘e’ 9Rd
e =a1 o qofar, T (TeieE, HETe) STERdT, WA A1 Gng #1 Wik
HHAT STl B ST HIOT CqUi-se’ GR0T i g2 wraci ferdt § TR CSeeh s
TN T 1 TH YR Sk HrnAet’ 1 ff Seo fque & steE (oW ue
Fraftx & a9 #) R foaar & st Wikdl w gfel & 9o Tt w aifafred s

off| o 3! gfemar &1 A 2l

g T T AeAe, A SR, AW T degid faum, 33, TREq favafarmed, e
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dfeeh areHa § ‘I’ 1 ag: Seoi@ §1 WA A8 HEd-helel quidl A1
ITHYAT, 3T 1 oFosHl hidl Weld Bl 81 e’ | ‘sherwr’ i Al 1 9o
F8 T 2| S YRR KR o dfvla ‘ agehorer’ (Heed 9 uigel) wd srerdas o
Sfeafed 9a ta o/ma 9 IRyul e § Wadt Hehrd’ U & qd o & faw
@ S Hehal B R S ¥ HE-wren @ Wi ©iee i § 9 Cergaee’ @
9 H STANE &1 3q oA TH o q &1 foaE QOO & FHE-T=F ([T
o) e o e a2

Seoed ® foh wadt et H Cyulegey’ w1 Ty s, o) v wew 9 et
fopan T, S g% <uiar € T s ® "= fhe yeR feRie favewdt ‘wee’ W
=ftc 9§, ¢9: s gafic 0 qerry ® gdfed @ o € dfss arema! 9
gasHl i efeedl ®1 ‘FHerer’ H wnfud s %1 Scoka o @ St gH qe &1 3R
Tohd I R

T O SHeaE o geifuss o 9o 9 w1 2, W g9 B 59 R faem
M AT STERHA & = § T 8 & Sl 3Tk 3UhH AMd & g fhdl T A1 9Ra
T & R YEod fohd T 399 AH-¥TE diUied & Wi R{EE? % T W
FII-TM hl T G Helsh Hell Fiifch 39 HIfHe Hd & TWEA § Hig 93-9F
T o, Tt yeer < fava 3 2025 & ‘wEES' § R 1 Seoied € T w9
WA A II-TSSIad o |1 AENEA-9 § Hiod o aren ‘fede’ o6 emi

el wed & o Hrqud a1 Scud i SAEISH e W SR F B @2 Hewegol
27 7g © foh wRae & 59 =R ufas werell, wam, gRgR, Aifas qon S o s
Fewfd & gud i, v TR, foe & gies i § gast g1 W FF A a9
24 SN T' W AN 12 o TH 6 oW % e WA § S S HeTRt TS
AZSH™ & T 1 Uit R B

TR oTeE H Sfaal ud quun ¥ aggeitad Made g\ | g (FE)
M, IH, HY, SR S 7o 9o Tell i FIxed! STaER T Sfaerd F 8?2
70 W TR feman w2

T v 7 AR aRdE degfa &1 99, gaa oTemed fRa S @ 9| s
g fF wrdm o, fomeh o & aRadd & Wy oradt enfifer = s off
e, IR 3 ® €| FEl R0 B 9ra § (feg-depfa) enfife Sgar
TE 3T SHRT g1 WHIOT SfEeh et @ ookl TRedl et deh o, eifHen wed wd
ufers Trell 1 SEerdt SraRen # fafgd @1 URfewen dfeeh ES) TRIEE o qe i,
T, ¥, qUYEEl S Site w1 e o1l Seoied € b e (Wi dift) | drfores




AR wifHes =a | T, dafed T qerm vd T Ufdertde fovewo | 7

TS ik Tl H eR & fo wewd (WA S0 S wereAmEeer ]
SveraTfafeE® wehmifn fKA-fa wWRR, 1) | SR @ s of e, e
Torell (T3-Turell 9w, Sieft, T@0) i 9, §F Hewqul wifier dedl § HHled o
T gfqifad wd (A a9) TS W @i (FE, <6, dufe, gid-afe fmfo,
U, AAE I TAI) HH F qg R qE o TR Sl Afck AW w
SRR ol TRl &l o =@ W A S1iq dredfed, T, J[ Sfs 991l Ioieh
= (Sf, =S, JE SAME) FI Thal o T A Hi T § HiE 9896 78!
of| dfeeh o9 WHeh @ U @il Wi o1 WEE o @ o€l T hH i (F,
derfed) wiaier ww-die <A w1 AiiE w1 ®q el T ® (A aefa ues
Hfed-qfea gRifa) | afed 95t § T w@ 9fod Tiel i I " ° A6 g
THT T I T STvaEA Gl o i fHeT I€t HROT o W -SANaE g - e
fovie o & @Rt WM Sl B STId ol fyd gl T

Thoerd weft © for dfcw o= w1 wEEA gg-ddeedl 9 ol T e
SRl o VEFRIE % o9y €9 W goN (AR, Ami<ier], WeHM, THE,
HA, FoRU 3cA1S) | 38 I geg &R R Afdeh o= 1 qreA 31a%g gl
3O I qfas Afea, drefeeret 1 amn, qf=e, gfd o senfs 3 o foaan feda
Tl € W @ el W geg T 1 Seod e o §17 TS o g9 @ T
R AFH-FHEAHR HI A HH o qen @F o dufeq wd ufoy = H
SA-wEy o @@ 3w fomm W fomst 9@ qd ufow Toell w1 S|ed STaEnon
(Concept of Holi Land) & == e = |
qfas i i FURUT T e

ARG Sfde™ & URMEYs =101 | ufosead & €9 ° gaed’ (WEad
UG % W HN -9F) TS S 9 K AW fgew w9 @ foem €1 9w 9% &
ol S ufent T9YfH % ®q ° I o1 SeoEHd € fh 6 e (W - TSR,
FFE, A, ) © G w9 L qde-aqed w9 € @ ‘o’ sfie st
W B 3 Tl U TRl o @l i Afdehal i MM WEW ¥ ! el & I
Tk (HEITSas) e &1 sweaiar § wees o1 gdes el T 21 e @ R
STRAfEH HTel § Ifes Tl i STIHROT aerd! € den ufemR @ med e |
TR erdt feems <t B sod BTt (vam, shielt, wew) w1 wew fowiy &9
Y 9g T Wiad @ @l (e, 7o, ugw, wfdg Tnf]) o s "eeE @@
TE: U TH U 1 T T URedA % @il eififen < o off gRedq e otk
T WM W ARyd (FF, ddfed senfe) &) med Seil 39! Ufdeitas ®9 |
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AN & YAF O i GEANT WhR i T T RO 3 Al 1 ifeae |
A1 qen e a1 1 wifa o o foeie q difad g, gEd oIk T w5 6l
gft & fau @ia 37 HHRT AT BT HRO T

ey § ‘v’ 9 dreist i wa el den ‘e’ & STEieH &% uR i
Toreli- gam, BRER, e, 3559 § § Tk 7, 39 W == Hed| HeIHRd & oger!
o o U 9 a9 % A o wEan w1 ot o e et 9% Tl w8l g
I A Il TH HA ¥ WA o' (ISfa) 7 W= gl a9 fen, i e
VAN A1 YAt &5 hed &1 T HEufd qgsrd A off e 9 =er 9t 12
Tefa ereemY I 1 ASH FAN § & fRa on qn A% e g i Sl €
A & TG 35 W HW O W W G h FAN Y9I Sohivl @ 39
TgY % & H STAN fRar T o qen S UHE 9 TR Sl hIemEl @ I ol
T o S GEHfd STehel & fehel W wXfera @2

Seoed ® foF semmad qen smifd <@ off Te SRn 9 ges O 9o O, 9
TS gfgd & A 9 YA R QUON § Cgendfa &' el T 21 Al ufderas
TS WA & €9 | dagaand & RO amaa® § (ST 300 5 9 600 )
AN 1 TSt &5 el T 2| favaeusH & stfwera W off sen & g Bavh &
fFR o qH0= %3 1 Seod fieral 27 Seored © T wee wd & g |
(1.36) ‘wSirafa &’ =1 9o fHerar @ e THE0T T8 HeT9Ra | 39 YN 1 his
Seoi@ el fieran FEft aegel %1 Seoi@ wEEOl W fgear @95 wm, a9 wd
3 GfeTell TGt o HTH &1 el ‘YA’ (WASE) & IR R ME e qon
g3 B ‘WA’ gEfan ot fav weww en st 3w qfE o ww Wiy wEn, foo
(Armgfd a1 SmreE) qen fr (dege & w9 ®) & e w1 faere uw e 2
forn], Hee Wd UgH qUOT W AN et ufas g ekl 9ui i gY el T € T Ui
Ao i aRfY o foqa 39 fa 1 faedt & el 919 9 & 399 1000 39, 100
AT TE Teh S o) Geall 1 TR 1 Hel WK Hidl 8P Seci@Hid qed a8
2 o quoi o 9fer @ o T T delere it At w1 UE en o s wed
% oie & U guEEde gen gen ol she @l € fh aen-t, Si-gen
(AR IEH MRS o IO A & 1 JA | ST fohan o), s, I,
wuerel gt drerfed qen T T Hehd o (S Tewsg: qrud A Al

Tl T TRT YRAGT W TE A1 T TH 1 JoH Uaetias ae 9
I M & dHg ifyeie® H fR@E 3@ ?1 %m ud w1 sfae™
TUE-T7F 9 W ‘3rgaee’ 9 3Sd Tdid BiaT ?1 39 Al ¥ Suula I




AR HIfHe =aT § M, defied T8 98 94 @ T Ufaslasw fowaw | 9

HHAN TE HIEd I 9HEE (554 2.) & 0eA g g5 & av § YR
J ON % FHSEH H STAM & €9 H TeU1 fma T Fen qenetl ¥ <A™
A T TR T Rl FHERE A I YRR A STl 59 THRR asH F
Wit 1 B &fRENR 9T Ydd & gR Wl TN g€ WY Ufderdss wWied € S
TUEA-2H 1 Sooid Hdl g1 Hewyul 927 a8 ¢ 6 33 gg o fowedt 29 &
T HARE, o eifier o YRR U "ewed! el T €, WA T TE O
HA o S gd - o A A e W oAl eAed © f oo i egafy
(feaear 15) & waT ohear € o ‘ERar’ e e B, e guerd afsta g
?1 Tl € T T € b RANTW A 39 Wi o e &g g2 T8
e e famet w1 foma B1 39 eei@ ¥ U s @ed © foh wel @ afn afteds
R T 1 Sfaed Uit 9 9 %e 9 fHorar @1 Hewqul d9eq ug € fE
FARTA FHad FAM i oifis aen & faw & 98 T o sfew awl W
ToqATerSl ¥ 3Tedhd Bkl SUH SO H Yol hid & A & sqenedl (MR
% HUS) N Uedtad 31T H YawT S e we fgam ot o eegfa &t
YRIforeh Wifged o 93 efreHteErt Wl TR ®1 TRy 3w eifveifEes 9l ot o
SRR HART &1 foawa | & 799 3 € dAfeha g2 famet =1 o= g famm
T T

FA-Aradl gt 2 IR Md-oTd yAm’ &t ue fafite enfde wewm W= gt
off| TG TR B U YSNTET % Y Uiad 98 § ‘Yeedia qEeEd’ (HeTEie
IRUR) W TS TAM H Ll o1 sEeh! fomivar a8 of for 39 oafy # wfem
A R B H T o &g, g, 9, e, eruifest, W W #X <ar o
EA-IF hI DR T IE Kl IE A THRE H gR H fGA W@ em <fw
3TE-IE T & A TE M WA & 1 ToF Ht GReT o 3= W MR off, sifere
3% TR A @1 o YAn % SIS 1 Seoid i U ST At gaead J feren
?- 39 SEEd | e wrE gHor T, s, fre, ey it gu g1 sue
Tfafed 999Rd & 20 TA & T off 3T o f9d +1Iey (3T™) R 9kt |t
@ Faddt T (o) gaed o e T U1 3% 383 i TSiifad oHeree off|
Ig IE 75 fEAl a6 o o1 Ag TS Tue Y e & wret et & wm
R 99 YU &9 YA % AR & o Wifwd w2

YA & W W T, S, AT &1 sfaerd o e dfcs SR aenet
@ 9= S H SEIYA BT TN g e MERd A A9 100 A & |t
TN & ‘Fege’ & A STHIET fRA? Jege | HIHL UV ANH WE i ond
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W 3 T Seoid gaqdi 3 ot fhan 21 cetier & diefsheuas” o off sHH Seoi
foeran B1 WANT-oege & ififer AR % Soo diedite TEEel § o 9 g €1
TEIAR ST &% 9T HeMH WRES A Hidl &l Jege (TAMae) H Sl & hi
s &1 off qe1 $He ARl 19U fRar ant UE A of TR Segd 9 g
WO N ool SAfR Geft el b1 SIfdHY Y EEedih’ W WK il 2l

MR JIFT & Hedl SAUR agdl T I_eiae & WeM IMEE o
(950-1102 E.) ¥ 100 a9 &I Y U< & % LA TN & T0-I991 & S
TR AT e FEF 7 1 TR0 I gU SOHENY o g g U i1 ST
IR S0 7S A A EIH W ST YRR R RN foRa o ST 9 Rt Jfaq0
qol [ § IREH T o oAk oSl 4 WAM W AR fRan THH SR
(ST Teea T qAT TR IMEE g (3fa0n) @ Al SeRE w1 S e

%|37

Ufaerfas qeal & oTelies o fAfdae €9 9 =3 36t € § A U9 W
vH T G goN R W S % @1l 9iEie 99 T qeedn & 9 WSS
SE TS-TAT oft 3791 §oied WA ‘WA W SOy, degs W HEed Al
Taferd AT o YA X SRS R ol U, WAl ¥ 9 9ed i ol g
TeE el T 21 A ik a9 wrl wift & we o @ wd % a6 qiew ud gfe
Al T G T4 TR

% d ¥ g S dF o diefeerd aa T € (Sl 9Nifies e &
FTER AT HT 8 ) o dA drefeorer efigr, fas wd Ssoiq o= ofes afsat
(T, TiREd we o) @ fRAR oW € e 3 e favy, e U6 Hehiever
fora g Mera &) wWadt Fwet ¥ T T S ufesd & @R & 9 R (s,
faoy, wReT) 1 SUEAT ot 9 Hewyul € 3@ e | ufas Tl s erauron of
TR ST, RIS % o TIM W YAN, HRN T T & e Hewd @ favy
T qRo & e oI 7, S AST W $o ki ufe T gRI aayeTTer | ok i
HT AYAEH Il 2

TRIRFT-2025 7 Jaordi At HeThRrl TS STG®R™I & Sfae™ &l A9ed §
gehel fean B god wftien ayreen o1 U UW Yo feen feH Sent SgAE (45
FUG MM & T 1) & ff 1T SIS A T 65 T 66 FAIS AT T FATT
‘TerRr’ | T yEr € R ardiEl (fegen) @ enfier emeen @ e et el
g ud gfie iRyl B W T % Al Sifd, forg, e, <9 w1 dieel @ W
‘OHa’ A Y dAl YA W R % 9l UM ST 9 ARG 9 TR




AR GfHeh =ad § M, deffed @ 9oy 14 : T Uasias fowemo | 11

“grsaal’ et A L GHA TS’ Wi SO SIS WAl € TR St e, g9 w6l (A
f& A g fe fafoaq) <t s9sh S fomaa &1 &) ufawe 21 2025 & HesRry
F THAl U9 AR uifde fawad w1 ISl o1 FeTehR fave 7 oft R 2
T H{FY TRIUE YT <a1 o |l & ARAE o F&=-Tr0 faen § 9 81
w1 ot T ?wE (Y, I, JeE) & URE A yew & 9@ fRe whR
GRRIHS Soil 1 o Bl © THHT oA A RAT ST BT o1 59 9 i efifeh
=il TeToh S-S de JgaM ol ¥aE UUT & g fhar T
IE et ¥H TS A w1 oAl AgYd WH ol HER-UHA, Wiete Hited,
yeaefytal, ggrett @ S ge et 399 3@ ? fF eme afties, s, see, oy
IR 7 36 HeTRrY H hoddl § o Afud €9 1 IUSH fRATl AR H AR
Y & T % et 3 o ud ored & Siferare gery il Wi 81 hifeed S
TR a o W Tt ‘el i i 9§ 'l 9 TR foen w1 o Cerefwd’ e
<IfEq TE AR 9 R A 2
I T W § IS, [T K qE WH FHEA A T ? R g et
Sl & Gt favard, AT-siel, aT- W S i o § fRdl YR &t e
T T A I TS AT HEA IR TS fF T IW WY THER (T FR
HR) o GEd AFAE anft sfce e St 7 39 "'9e 2025 i GRIE qH
FE G G901 § S Hel i, g8 WIEHAT B
Hasl:
. 9RE-9RE 9% & <R ¥ IR G&A el ° T aret TH-TF F AN THR IR TS TIAM,
eRgR, Tfaw 3R 3o 2|
AN H HE - Fewfd gud AR W, FE-T=% AR TR W 2, STHE 2, 3§96 A0 2 W
A ® %5 A vedl 21 e gng gewfa |y Ui o gd 2w fe W g @ gigR §, Jewfa
Tz fer, Tt ok = e TR W e Al e, 9o S geedtd gives R W, g qen i
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T, el % 9N SFe W d §1 SHY 39 El % 9N § Sl (S Sedt
g, 3% TTF R THeH 1| B U S HYUl 9 H ek ®9 ¥ WA R
HTR W T FANHS & FAAF HE Bl B HIER ¥ FARAN, TESEe U ol
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TEMME HF W | EM & 98 : TEh aiTs giew | 19

AN S HEASR U T 9 A U 7 Icih W STMHRHI I JgaIST i BT
qaelieh i Sia fer@n R g §% iR 3 Real weH faw) & U T SR s
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efoRrT 1 AEISH el ST 81 39 FF9 U9 B ST Wk WA T R

uTftien, TiEhiaeh, el SR T o 39 YA HFIUS ol ST Hewel Wi
21 F w1 W T SR qell Woenefa 3 e T W g ¥ el st feem
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Maha Kumbha 2025 : A Lifetime Experience

Prof. Bhabatosh Biswas*

L et meexpressfrom the bottom of my heart that the* Experienceof MahaKumbha
2025' visit hasbeenuniqueand | will cherishtheunbelievablememoriesfor ever. | never
had the opportunity to visit Kumbha melaearlier and didn’t dareto plan avisit of the
Megaevent 2025 specifically inview of huge crowd and logistics. However my dream of
MahaKumbhamela2025 darshan and dip cameto redlity. If | look back , the happenings
relating to my visit seemed nicely planned and superbly executed. | am still puzzled, how it
happened?

Nobody hasinvited mebut | reached there. | am sureall 62 crore believersreached
Prayagra] the sameway by ‘Faith’ only. As| saw ‘ MahaKumbha 2025’ has been the
largest human gatheringin our planet. ThisMegaevent hascertainly been planned meticu-
loudy and executed flawlesdy. No doubt, thisevent has set * Globa Benchmark for mega
event management’ in future. | wasfortunate to spend three daysin Prayagraj Maha
Kumbhamela2025 premises. | enjoyed every moment of thisperiod. Theentire period of
my stay at melapremises had been full of surprises, learnings and reali sation about our
motherland Bharat mata, human race of wholeworld, strength of ‘ Faith’, self imposed
disciplineof every visitor efc.

| was surprised to witnesstheinfrastructure expanson, transformation of city, cre-
ation of jobs, health care systems, sanitary arrangementsaswell asevery other issues
relating to thismegaevent. | learnt that Kumbh mela2025 was organised in 4000 hect-
aresdividedin 25 sectorshaving 12 kilometreslong Ganga Ghat for * Dip’ of devotees.
For convenience of huge number of devotees 1,50,000 public toiletsand 1,50,000 tents

*Former Vice Chancellor of West Bengal Health University aswell asVeteran Thoracic & Cardiovas-
cular Surgeon of India
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wereingtalled. 67,000 street lights, 1,850 hectare vehicle parking areasaccommodating 7
lac vehicles, 31 paltun bridges covering 400 kilometres, 1,249 kilometres|ong drinking
water pipelines, 14 new flyovers, 2 new electrical sub stationswith 66 transformersetc
have been added for comfortable stay of vigitors. 37,000 policemen, 14,000 homeguards,
2,700 CCTV cameras, 18 police control rooms, 3 water police stations, 20 fire posts,
10,000 fire engines, 50 watch towerswere a so arranged for a round comfort and saf ety
of devotees. Witnessing all these arrangements | had no doubt about declared 3 1akh
crores economic boom with the megaevent ‘ Kumbh mela2025’ . Theseare statistica
figuresonly. Certainly figuresaregreat but not enough to showcase the greatnessof mega
event. MahaKumbh 2025 hasbeen ableto establish India shighest cultura and spiritual
standingsinfront of theentireglobe.

The Maha Kumbh mela 2025, the greatest ever event spreading over 45 days
(from 13th January to 26th February 2025) hasbeen certainly aspiritua journey show-
casing great Indian heritage, unity in diversity, rich traditions, superbly executed mega
event and establishing the concept of ‘Basudhaiva Kutumbakam’. | am sure this
megaevent will leave apermanent impression on the hearts of every individual who
had the opportunity to participate or enjoy from adistance.
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Maha Kumbh M ela 2025:
Socio-Religious Dimensions and Philosophy

Prof. B.B. Malik*

The 2025 MahaKumbh Melaisasocio-religious gathering reflecting India’s
profound cultura, spiritual, and historical legacy. By embracing thismonumental event,
Indiacanrestoreand amplify its” pristineglory,” reminding theworld of itstimelessspiritud
wisdom, resilience, and unity. These valuesare embedded in our nation, inits philosophy
and condtitutiona practice. All such visionshave been reflected in our congtituent assembly
debatestoo. All narrativesand effortsin the congtitutional assembly debatesarefruitful. The
congtitution makersinvokethedivineblessingsthat their actionsbecome characterised not
only by common sense, public spirit, and genuine patriotism but a so by wisdom, tolerance,
justice, and fairnessto all and, most importantly, with avision that hasthe potential to
restoreIndiato her pristineglory and to give her aplace of honour and equality among the
great nations of the world. When the constitutent assembly summed up the fate of
our significant, historical, and ancient nation in magnificent lines, let us not
disremember to validate the pride of the prodigious Indian poet, Igbal, and his
conviction in theimmortality of the destiny of our country.

M, e, I we fie U St 9, TRt oAt qok @ T-ei-fren g

% o € o gt fiedt Tt wur, wfedi w1 € gy <R Sl e,

IR Wl ¥ Tl fe=ied gan|
(Yunan-o-Misr-o-Roma sab mit gaye jahan se, Bagi abhi talak hai nam-o-nishan
hamara. Kuchh bat hai ke hasti mit-ti nahin hamari, Sadion raha hai dushman daur-
e-zaman hamara, Sare Janha Se achchha Hindusthan Humara).

Theselinesof Igbal put forth the most significant message, whichisvalid and

* Professor, Dept of Sociology, Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh;
Email: bbmalik57@gmail.com
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justifieseventoday toitsfullest extent that even though Greece, Egypt, and Romehaveadll
vanished from the surface of the Earth, the name and fame of India, our land, hasendured
the ravages of time and the catastrophies of the ages. Indeed, animmortal elementin
us hasthwarted any attemptsto eradicate us; however, the heavens have beenrolling
and turning for aconsiderable time. Years and centuries, in aspirit of animosity and
enmity towards us. You must bring a broad and comprehensive perspective to the
task because the Bible teaches us, "Where there is no vision, the people perish." |
ask you to put thisinto practice. (Applause) .

(Condtituent Assembly of IndiaMonday, 9" December 1946: 18-19,https://eparlib.nic.in/
bitstream/123456789/782459/1/Golden_Jubilee Republic_of India.pdf)

It holdsthe potential to reinforceIndia scultural prominence onthe global stage
whileinstilling asenseof pride and connection amongitspeople. The 2025 MahaKumbh
MelainAllahabad (Prayagraj) isexpected to significantly restoreand highlight India’s
cultura, spiritud, and historical legacy, symbolising aunique convergenceof faith, history,
and national identity. Thereputation of thisevent inthe broader context of India s* pristine
glory” can be understood through severa key dimensions.

Saocio-r digiousPhilosophy

Kumbh Mela, aso known asthefestival of the holy pitcher, isthemost significant
peaceful gathering of pilgrimsontheplanet. During thisevent, participantsbatheor dipin
asacred river. Peoplewho are devoted to the Gangesthink that by bathing in the Ganges,
they can be cleansed of their snsand liberated from the constant circle of birth and degth.
Itisestimated that millionsof individua sshow up a the placewithout receiving any invitetion.
Variousindividuas, including ascetics, saints, sadhus, aspirants (kal pavasis), and guests,
made up thecongregation. Every four years, thefestival isrotetiond inAllahabad, Haridwer,
Ujjain, and Nasik. It isattended by millionsof peopleregardiessof their caste, creed, or
gender.

Ontheother hand, most of itsbearersaremembersof religious organisations, such
asashramsand akhadas, or personsliving off of alms. Throughout the nation, the Kumbh
Melaisregarded asasignificant spiritual event that hasaprofound impact onthelivesof
ordinary Indians. Because the event encompasses the fields of astronomy, astrol ogy,
spirituality, ceremonid traditions, socid and culturd cusomsand practises, itisexceptionaly
abundant ininformation. Asaresult of thefact that it takes placein four distinct places



Manaviki TR -AH{Gen! fomi &1 wefiferd o= :sTemaATs oyl 1SSN 0976-0830
26 | a 16 o 3H 1 o 3TA, 2025

across India and incorporates a variety of social and cultural activities, this festival
Is characterised by its cultural diversity.Using ancient religious writings, oral
traditions, historical travelogues, and works created by prominent historians, the
knowledge and skills associated with the tradition are passed down from generation
to generation.

Onthe other hand, the teacher-student rel ationship between sadhusin ashrams
and akhadas continuesto bethe most Sgnificant way to transmit and preserveinformation
and abilitiesabout KumbhMea. Asper astrologicd (jyotishiya) anadysis, bathingin Maha
Kumbh isessential because Saturn isthe planet responsiblefor sorrow, crisis, disease,
distress, or long-lasting problemsandiscurrently initsAquariussign. Since Saturn comes
intoAquariusevery thirty years, itisnext to the next, i.e., whenever Saturn comesinto
Aquarius, thetime of Kumbh Médaor Kumbh Snan movesforward. SaturnisinAquarius
at the scheduled time, but itisnot getting it before or after the Kumbh Snan. At thistime, it
isagoldentime, meaning it can becalledicing onthecake. SaturnisinitsAquariussign,
anditisasothetimeof Aquarius, hence, bathingisessentia, and therefore, whoever wants
thesolution to hiscomplex problemsmust bathein Mahakumbh.

DIMENSIONSOF KUMBH MELA
1. Spiritual and Religious Significance:

TheMahaKumbh Méeaisoneof theworld'slargest and most significant religious
gatherings. It attracts millions of Hindu pilgrimsfrom Indiaand abroad who batheinthe
sacred confluence of the Ganges, Yamuna, and mythical Sarasvati rivers. Many think a
cleansing ceremony may cleanse one of thesinsand bring spiritual enlightenment. The
Kumbh MeareinforcesIndia’sdeep spiritua heritage by continuing thisancient tradition
and reaffirmsitscentral roleinthegloba spiritua community.

2. PreservingAncient Traditions:

TheMahaKumbh Melaisaliving symbol of India’srich cultural and religious
traditions, passed down for millennia. By organising suchlarge-scaeevents, Indiareinforces
thedgnificanceof itsancient customsand rituas. It servesasareminder of India'sroleas
acustodian of age-old spiritual practicesthat continueto thriveinthemodern era.

3. Tourism and Global Attention:

The MahaKumbh Meladraws peoplefrom all corners of theworld, including

international tourists, scholars, and spiritual seekers. It offersan opportunity for Indiato
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showcase its vast cultural heritage, attract global attention, and boost tourism. This
international interest can help restore and preserve the grandeur of Indian civilisation
by making it visible and accessible to people worldwide.

4. Promotion of Cultural Unity:

The Kumbh Melabringstogether people from diverseregions, languages, and
communities across India. This mass congregation provides aplatform for peopleto
transcend regional and cultural barriers, fostering national unity. It strengthens*unity in
divergty,” acorevaueof India'snationd identity.

5. Economiclmpact:

The Kumbh Mela generates a massive economic impact through tourism,
infrastructuredevel opment, and local businessactivities. With millionsof vigtors, Prayagrg
and surrounding areas seeaninflux of pilgrims, tourists, and service providers. Thishelps
theregion’seconomy and positionsindiaasaglobal hubfor spiritual tourism.

6. Environmental Awar eness.

Theevent hasa soinspired afocuson preserving the sacred rivers, especialy the
Ganges, which hold immense spiritua significancefor Hindus. The Meaemphasisesthe
importance of environmental conservation. She can catalyse sustainable practicesand
initiativesto restorendia sprigtinerivers, promoting ecol ogical health and spiritual well-
being.

7. Symbol of India’'sHeritage:

The Kumbh Me arepresentsalink between theancient past and modernIndia. It
underscores the continuity of India’'s heritage, even in the face of globalisation and
modernisation. The 2025 Maha Kumbh Melawill be an essential occasionto celebrate
India senduring cultural and spiritual essence, helping to restoreasenseof prideinindia's
uniquetraditionsand global relevance.

8. Global L eader ship in Spirituality and Peace:

Astheworld facesvariouschallenges, India sability to host such alarge-scale
event based on peace, spirituality, and communal harmony will emphasiseitsroleasa
globa leader in promoting peace, harmony, and spiritua growth. The KumbhMeacanbe
apowerful reminder of the universal spiritual awakening and personal transformation
message.

9. Revitalisng Traditional Knowledgeand Practices:
TheMahaKumbh Méaisnot just about the spiritua significanceof therituasbut
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also about the wealth of traditional knowledge it preserves. From ancient forms of
meditation, yoga, and Ayurvedic practicesto the knowledge of astronomy and Vedic
sciences, the Kumbh is a living testament to the depth of India's intellectual and
philosophical heritage. By highlighting these ancient practicesduring the 2025 Méela,
India can foster a global revival of interest in its traditional ways of knowledge,
further cementing its place as aleader in global thought and wisdom.

10. Cultural Diplomacy:

The Maha Kumbh Mela acts as a platform for Indiato showcase its cultural
diplomacy onaglobal scale. Peoplefrom different nations, cultures, and belief systems
cometogether at thismassive gathering. By hosting theMdawithitscultural and spiritual
richness, Indiasendsamessage of inclusivity, harmony, and peace, reinforcingitsroleasa
cultura leader that encouragesinterfaith dialogueand globa understanding. TheMeacan
also serve asan opportunity for international collaborationsin education, tourism, and
sustainable devel opment.

11. Reinforcing India’sReligiousHeritage:

TheKumbh Mearepresentstheessenceof India sreligiousdiversity, acornerstone
of itsnational identity. In addition to the vast Hindu participation, the event wel comes
peoplefrom variousother faithswho cometo witnessand partakeinthe experience. The
Melaalso reinforcesthe significance of India sreligious pluralism— amessage that
strengthensthe cultural fabric and promotesmutua respect among different communities.
It showcases Indiaasanation that respectsand celebratesdiversefaiths.

12. Reviving the Ganga’'s Sacred Role:

The Ganga, regarded asagoddessin Hinduism, iscentral to the Kumbh Mela.
Beyonditsspiritua symbolism, the Gangahashistoricaly beenIndia scivilisation’slifeblood.
The 2025 Kumbh Mela provides an opportunity to raise awareness about the need to
preservethissacred river from pollution and ecol ogical degradation. Aspart of themore
extensive Clean Gangacampaign, theevent can help catalyse effortstorestoretheriver’s
purity, underscoring Indialscommitment to protecting itsnaturd heritageaongsdeitsspiritud
one.

13. Promoting National and I nter national Peace:

Thegathering of millionsof peoplein one placein apeaceful manner underscores
India scapacity to managelarge-scale eventswith order and discipline. The Kumbh Mela
manifestsIndia slong-standing tradition of non-violence, tolerance, and spiritual peace,
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resonating with its global image of promoting peace. In times when the world faces
conflict, climate change, and rising tensions, the Kumbh Mela stands as a living
example of harmony in action, reinforcing India’s call for global peace and
cooperation.

14. Scientificand Technological | nnovation:

The Maha Kumbh Mela also provides an opportunity to showcase India's
advancementsin science and technol ogy, especially in managing large crowds, logistics,
and sustainability. For instance, inthe past, Kumbh Mé as, India, hasemployed advanced
crowd management technol ogies, surveillance systems, and digital servicesto ensurethe
safety and comfort of millionsof pilgrims. Theuseof technology insuchanancient, spiritua
event symboliseshow modernity and tradition can co-exist, presenting aholistic gpproach
to addressing contemporary challengeswhilerespecting cultura practices.

15. Empowering L ocal Communities:

TheKumbh Méeageneratesextens ve employment opportunities, from temporary
setupsfor food, hospitality, and transport to rolesin security, sanitation, and medical
assistance. Local artisansand craftsmen benefit by showcasing and selling their handmade
goodsto agloba audience. It actsasan economiclifelinefor many individualsand small
businesses. TheMelarevitalisesregional economiesand empowerslocal communities,
providing asustainable meansfor development in rural areaswhile preserving cultura
heritage.

16. Showcasing India’sEnvironmental and Spiritual Renaissance:

The 2025 Kumbh Meawill bean occasionto highlight India semerging focuson
sugtainability, blending ancient practiceswith modern environmenta consciousness. Asthe
world grappleswith climate change, India’s approach to maintaining abalance between
environmental conservation and spiritual practicesat the Kumbh will send apowerful
message. Eco-friendly practices, likewaste management, promoting sustainable materids,
and encouraging pilgrimsto adopt eco-conscious practices, will demonstrate India’'s
commitment to spiritual renewal and environmental stewardship.

17. Promotion of Yogaand Well-being:

Giventheincreasing global interestinwellness, especidly in practicessuch asyoga
and meditation, the Kumbh Melaoffersanideal platform to promote these aspects of
India’scultural heritage. Attracting spiritual seekers, health-consciousindividuals, and
wellnesstourists, the event acts asan ambassador for India sancient wellness systems.
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The global popularity of yoga continues to rise, and the Mela offers a significant
opportunity to promote this ancient practice further, aligning it with modern global
health trends.

18. Reflection of India’s Resilience:

The Maha Kumbh Mela embodies the resilience and continuity of India’s
civilisation. Despite the challenges of time, societal changes, and even political
upheavals, the Mela has continued to be celebrated over centuries. This continuity
reinforcesIndia shistorical endurance and spiritual strength, reminding theworld of
India’s ability to adapt, evolve, and stay rooted in its ancient wisdom and values.
19. Srengtheningthe Global I ndian | dentity:

The Kumbh Melaisamoment for the global Indian diasporato reconnect with
their cultural roots. Many Indiansliving abroad ook to the Melato reinforcetheir identity
and spiritual connectionwiththeir homeland. By actively participating in or supporting the
event, the diasporacan help spread the message of India scultural and spiritual grandeur
globally, thusplaying apivotal roleinrestoring India simage asabeacon of tradition,
wisdom, and peace.

Conclusion

The 2025 MahaKumbh Medain Prayagrg) isamonumental event that extendsfar
beyond ardigiousfestival. It servesasafocal point for adeeper understanding of India's
vast cultural, spiritual, and historical legacy, which continues to shape the global
consciousness. By emphasi sing unity, environmenta sustainability, scientificinnovation,
economic empowerment, and cultural diplomacy, the MahaKumbh Melacansolidifies
India's role as a leading global spiritual and cultural power, helping restore and
enhance the nation’s pristine glory.
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE OF MAHA
KUMBH: AN OVERVIEW

Prof. USHA KUMARI*

Abstract: The Kumbh Melais aleading religious gathering that fosters community,
religious characteristics, and nationwide unity. It is a Hindu carnival focused on
spirituality and devotion, attracting pilgrims who bathe in sacred rivers of India for
purification and salvation. The festival promotes social inclusivity, bringing together
people from diverse backgrounds and reducing social hierarchies temporarily.
Economically, Maha Kumbh helped high businesses, created jobs,encouraged
infrastructure devel opment and provided greater opportunitiesto local vendorsto grow
their professional skills. A well-managed M aha K umbh contributed to long-term regional
growth and development. The MahaKumbh Mela, whichisheld every twelveyears, is
an outstanding pilgrimage where millions gather at sacred rivers to bathe and seek
spiritual purification. Originating from ancient Hindu mythology, it symbolizes the
cosmic cycle of time. Devotees believe that participating in the celebration washes
offensesand allows salvation. Thevibrant atmosphereisfilled withrituals, chants, and
cultural displays, making it one of the largest gatherings on Earth, uniting faith and
tradition.

Keywords. Amritkalash, Magh, Bathe, Prayagraj, Society, Economy, GDP, Akhada,
Sustainability, Ganges, Technology, Moksha, Kumbh spirituality.

INTRODUCTION

The Maha Kumbh is one of the most anticipated Hindu festivals. It
wasorganized in Prayagrgj, Uttar Pradesh in January and February of 2025. The
significant event, which occurs every 12 years, draws millions of devotees seeking
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blessings. The originsof the Kumbh Melaare rooted in Hindu mythos, predominantly
the tale of Samudra Manthan or the churning of the deep-sea. According to tale, the
gods and demons worked together to obtain Anit, the nectar of immortality from
the ocean. During this process, a Kumbh (pot) containing the nectar materialized. To
protect it from the demons, L ord Vishnu, concealed as Mohini, carried the pot. Ashe
fled, afew drops of nectar spilled at four locations—Prayagraj, Haridwar, Ujjain and
Nashik. These places became consecrated and host the Kumbh Mela based on
panchang and many Hindu devotees believes the Kumbha Mela tradition has been
started since ancient days. Verses in the Rig Veda, Ygjur Veda, and Atharva Veda
mention the Kumbh or purnakumbh which some traditional investigatorslink to the
Kumbh festival. Exclusively, a verse in the Atharva Veda refers to four kumbhas,
seen by spiritual scholars as areference to the four Kumbha Melas.

The Kumbh Mela, inducted by Adi Shankaracharya in the eighth century,
features thirteen akharas of monksand seers. Every 144 yearsheld in Prayagra), the
Maha Kumbh fosters community gathering through shared traditions and legends.
This large religious gathering occurs every twelve years at the confluence of the
Ganges, Yamuna, and Saraswati (now invisible) rivers, attracting millions. Blending
tradition and modernity, the Kumbh Mela offers arich experience to those who join
it during the high time. On every occasion, the attendance has aways been surged
despite the long journey to reach the Kumbh site. Besides modern technology aids
such asAl, digital streaming, high surveillance, the M elaadministration has provided
improved infrastructure, food, water, medical facilities, security, and more in the
gatheringsof 2025. Thissynergy enhanced both tradition and modernity while making
plans associated with commerce, religious activities, public health, governance, and
special event management.

The location of the Kumbh Mela is decided based onJyotish Shastra. The
Kumbh takes place where the rays of sun fall when the planets align in a straight
line. The congregation is held at Haridwar, Prayag, Ujjain, and Nashik when the
Sun, Moon, and Jupiter align. Thetwelve-year cycle holds significancein the Hindu
calendar and Jyotish Shastra. During celestial placement period, Hindus are advised
by Shastras to engage in various activities such as Amrit Shan (bathing in the holy
rivers), donations (daan), singing devotional songs (bhajans), and prayer (pooja).
Anrit Shanisanotable aspect of Kumbh Mela, involving bathing in the holy river at
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the pilgrimage site at a specific auspicious time, offering Arghya to the Sun and
conducting prayer to theriver.

Afterwards, Akhadas and their Sadhus have precedence during Anrit Shan,
with special Shobha Yatras organized for them. Traditionally, they bathefirst followed
by common pilgrims. During this auspicious period, prayer is conducted in Shaiva
Akhadasfor different formsof Lord Shiva, while Vaishnav Akhadasworship various
forms of Lord Vishnu. Sadhus from various Akhadas participate in the gathering,
organizing Havans, chanting Vedic mantras, holding religious discourses (Pravachans
and Updesh), and conducting other religious eventsfor attendees. While most Sadhus
belong to one of the Akhadas, so as they participate individually. Categories of
Akhadas participated in Kumbh includes Shaiva, Vaishnav, Naga, Nagpanthi,
Women's Akhada, Kinnar or Transgender Akhada, and Udasin (Akhada of the Udasi
Sect). Historically, Akhadas were established to protect Hindu pilgrimage sites. In
1398, during an attack by Taimurlang on the Mela held at Haridwar, Naga Sadhus
took up weapons to defend the pilgrims. Since then, a section of Naga Sadhus has
carried weapons, divided into Sastradhari (weapon-wielding) and Shastradhari
(Grantha-wielding).

Social Per spective

The Annual Magha Mela in Prayaga, celebrated as the Kumbh every twelve
years, along with Ujjain and Nashik-Tryambakeshwar and these have been observed
for many centuries. Some historians suggest that the tradition of Magha-Shana
(bathing during January and February) started in the Neolithic times. Hiuen Tsang
visited Indiain the seventh century and provided evidence of afair held every five
yearsat Prayag.

Thesociety inIndialargely acknowledged the Kumbh, and this bringstogether
peoplefrom various backgrounds, includes different castes, region, and economic levels.
Inadiversecountry likelndia, thiscould promote unity and asense of shared identity, and
the 2025 Maha Kumbh has shown the strength of Ek Bharat-Shresth Bharat-adage
aswell. The event served as a center for traditional practices, rituals, and teachings.
Sadhus and ascetics participated in Kumbh significantly, showcasing ancient
traditions, thereby aiding in the preservation of cultural heritage and itstransmission
to younger generations. Additionally, arts, music, and crafts are often promoted,
which supported the artisans.
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For many attendees, the event provides an opportunity for spiritual growth
and purification. Bathing in the holy riversis believed to cleanse sins and lead to
spiritual salvation, the moksha. The gathering also fosters social cohesion by
supporting the unity in diversity and shared cultural heritage. Profoundly, the Kumbh
Mela embodies reflective symbolism and spiritual significance, contemplating the
eternal quest for transcendence and self-realization. The act of bathing in the sacred
river Ganges, symbolizes the purification of the body, mind, and soul, while the
convergence of millions of pilgrims underscores the humanity and connected
principles.

Furthermore, the MahaKumbh representsarare opportunity to seek blessings
fromrevered saintsand gurusand participatein sacred rituals, immersing themselvesin
thedivineatmosphereof thefestival grounds. The Kumbhisdirectly and ultimately linked
with theintrospection, prayer, and renewal, aspilgrimsstriveto deepen their spiritual
connection and achieve spiritual liberation. Beyonditsreligious significance, theMaha
Kumbh holdsimmense cultura and historical importance, serving asacustodian of rich
heritageand traditionsof India. Thefestival actsasavibrant showcaseof culturd diversty,
with pilgrimsfrom diverselinguistic, ethnic, and socio-economic backgrounds coming
together inaspirit of harmony and unity.

In addition, the Kumbh has played apivotal rolein shaping nationa identity and
consciousnessof India. From the struggle for independence against colonial ruletothe
promotion of cultural pluralism and religioustolerance, the MahaKumbh of 2025 has
been asymbol of resilience, unity, and spiritual intendty of India.

Economic Per spective

The MahaKumbh, recognized asthelargest religious gathering globally, hasa
remarkable economicimpact. In 2013, it generated Rs. 12,000 crores, which increased
toRs. 1.2lakh crorein theyear 2019. It was estimated that the revenues of rupeestwo
lakh crore would be collected in theMaha Kumbh of 2025, driven by an expected
attendance of 450 million peopleover forty-fivedays. In 2019, daily spending per person
ranged from Rs. 300 to 500 and was anticipated to riseto Rs. 500in 2025 dueto inflation.
TheMahaKumbhof 2025 wasanticipated to haves gnificant economicimplicationswith
an expected attendance of over forty crores. Thisevent, which spanned forty-six daysand
covered 10,000 acresof area, functioned asboth amgor religiousgathering and an economic
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drive. Earlier in the year 2019, the Kumbh Mela contributed Rs. 1.2 lakh crore
economy to Uttar Pradesh, drawing twenty-four crore visitors, which was twice the
number of events of 2013 Kumbh. With a supporting budget of Rs. 7,500 crores
(Rs. 5,400 crores from the Uttar Pradesh and Rs. 2,100 crores from the central
government), Maha Kumbh 2025 was projected to generate an economic impact of
rupees four lakh crores, potentially contributing over one percent to GDP of India.

The Kumbh Mela acted as a massive employment generator. In the previous
Kumbh of 2013, it created nearly 100,000 direct jobsand asimilar number of indirect
employment opportunities. In 2019, thisnumber roseto over 600,000 employments.
In 2025, it was estimated that more than 800,000 occupations would be created
within a month, covering diverse sectors such as tourism and hospitality, where
300,000 individuals are expected to find work in hotels, guesthouses, and other
lodging facilities. Approximately 150,000 people, including drivers, conductors, and
logistics personnel, benefited from the increased demand for public and private
transportation.The tourism and hospitality sectors stand to gain substantially from
the influx of visitors. Transportation was another major beneficiary of the Maha
Kumbh. In 2019, the Indian Railways operated over 1,000 special trainsto cater to
theinflux of pilgrims. For 2025, it wasto exceed 1,500 special trainsand many motor
vehicles, contributing Rs. 20,000 croresin revenue. Similarly, state owned bus services,
private operators, generated approximately an additional Rs. 12,000 crores. Ride-
acclaiming platformslike Olaand Uber, aswell aslocal taxi and auto-rickshaw operators,
were expected to earn over Rs. 4,000 croresduring the gatheringsat Prayagra.

The planning and management at MahaK umbh have proved Indian potentia with
insgnificant negligence. Hosting an event of thismagnituderequiressubstantia investment
ininfrastructure. For the 2025 Maha Kumbh Mela, the Uttar Pradesh government has
allocated nearly Rs. 5,500 croresto improveroads, bridges, sanitation, and fresh water
supply. Thisspending not only ensured success, though leavesalegacy for theresdents of
Prayagraj. Improved connectivity and urban amenities have enhanced the appeal asa
tourist destination, fostering long-term economic growth.

The MahaKumbh has provided aunique platform for branding and marketing. In
2019, businessesinvested nearly Rs. 2,000 croresin advertising and sponsorships. For
2025, thisfigure roughly exceeded Rs. 3,000 crores. Products across sectors such as
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banking and telecom influenced the massive audience to improve their reach and
visibility during the festival. Additionally, the promotional efforts, including digital
campaigns and international broadcasts, further boosted the economic influence.
Beyond its immediate benefits, the Maha Kumbh contributed to the long-term
economic development of the region. The infrastructure upgradation and global
exposures associated with the event enhanced the profile of Prayagraj as a cultural
and tourist core. The improved amenities and connectivity attracted investmentsin
the city and would likely sustain economic growth in future.

Maha Kumbh: The Socio-Economic I mpact

The Maha Kumbh of 2025 has been considered as one of the most important
festivasof Hinduism held in Prayagrg in January and February. It witnessed theactivities
of akhadas sectswithin Hinduism comprising sadhu withitsown legacy and governed by
related rituals, practices, and code of conduct. Whilethere wasaperception that sadhus
and asceticsin Hinduism arefocused on spiritual mattersand disconnected from worldly
concerns, sadhus have often taken roles as protectors of the dharmawithin society. This
isparticularly evident in theinstitution of the akhada, which wereinitially formed as
combatant groupsto protect Hindu religion (dharma) and itsfollowers.

Historica accountsprovideevidence of theroleakhadasplayedin variousdisputes.
In 1666, when Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb attacked the devotees and sadhus at the
Kumbh Meain Haridwar, the abstainersfought against theMugha Army. Similarly, itis
said that the Naga Sadhus defended numeroustemplesand monasteriesfrom invaders.
Onenotableincident occurredin 1757, when many sadhusand common peoplereportedly
lost their livesdefending Gokul fromAhmad Shah Abdali’ sarmy, achieved their objective
despitefacing asuperior opponent.

Variousgtorylineshighlight the contributionsof akhadasin preserving Hindurdigion
and itsinstitutions during periods of invasion and colonization. However, the majority
have often overlooked their roles. The 2025 Maha Kumbh presents an opportunity
to acknowledge the historical legacy of akhadas and their role in protecting Hindu
dharma.A key feature of the Maha Kumbh isthe ceremonial procession of akhadas
to the sacred site in Prayagraj, known as Nagar Aagman (earlier peshwai). This
tradition, part of the Maha Kumbh legacy, exhibited the unique rituals and
performances of these akhadas, reflecting their spiritual and warriorlike history. The
Peshwai ceremony (Nagar Aagman) of major akhadas, specifically including Juna
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Akhada, Naga Akhada, Kinnar Akhada, and Mahanirvani Akhada, has established
the stage in Maha Kumbh for pilgrims.

It isworth to reveal here that the 2025 festival has been conceptualized as a
green Maha Kumbh as well, integrating principles of environmental conservation
with Hindu practices and the global discourse on sustainability. Sustainable schemes
at the Maha Kumbh include plastic-free campaigns, eco-friendly sanitation, zero
waste zones, green transportation, battery operated vehicles, renewable energy use,
and community-driven cleanliness. These effortswere rooted in local traditions and
involved the community in managing the Kumbh and, it also extended both the
opportunities and challenges for the host city, Prayagraj. Thus, offering economic
benefits and cultural upgrading while posing management and sustainability issues.
The 2025 Maha Kumbh is expected to significantly boost the economy of host state.
Historical datashowsthat the 1882 Kumbh Melagenerated asubstantial profit. Maha
Kumbh 2025 is projected to bring in around Rs 25,000 crore or more in revenue for
the state.

Conclusion

The Kumbh Mela is one of the largest religious gatherings in the world,
attracting millions of pilgrimsfrom Indiaand abroad. It has along history rooted in
ancient Indian civilization, connected with variousreligious, cultural, and historical
narratives that have influenced the subcontinent for millennia. The event is a
combination of spirituality and business, generating economic surges and leaving
lasting infrastructure and cultural impacts on society, and this impact extends far
beyond the edge of religion, encompassing diverse sectors such as hospitality,
transportation, and infrastructure development. The Maha Kumbh of 2025 has
attracted pilgrims seeking self-discovery and spiritual restoration. Balancing profit
with sustainability, equity, and environmental stewardship is essentia for future
events. Despite rapid globalization and technological progress, the Maha Kumbh
remains aglobal attraction, crossing borders and cultures. Its message of harmony,
peace, and spiritual awakening resonates with people of all faiths and backgrounds,
inspiring a sense of collective purpose and shared humanity.
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R TS 3R Seegia o e R 99T

=1, gorr fag*

INY-HEAT : A GAS T K F1 G99 T A0 IR qgeaid fava &1 e ve
T Aoyl fog <R & S & 12 96 # oS fovan S €, @ik 9% IR 96
W HE T F 9 STl 2
I Uel o1 ARATE FHIS T WA YT S Hewdqul €1 I8 wier wim s
Toh WY W@ R SR SR AU Witegfieh N efter WOUeH il WA 1 ST WM
FA B H Tl & ENE, @ o qRER SR i @ e fire © it et wiesfie
forrea =1 e w2
F A T IRAG steferaren W ot Hewyul g gedl #1 9 ARR At
ASTASN 1 T e B, S TG refereeen ¥ wewwyul ANEH wd Bl He
Tel & SNM, TG Ha@El &1 demel e 8, ik e ®@er @ g & fog
T TEOU S WA o9 S ¢
HF Ul 1 AT Geepfa R off Hewqul J91e TSl B 98 TER YRdd Hehhd
# Tgfg o fafasar & wefeld a1 21 H2F Hd & IRE, AN AT AiEhiaw
TOet T HA ¥ S eTot Aiegfass faved g R ¥
TH YR, BT Uel 1 IRAE GHAN W HETEyU Y9 uSdl €, S @i,
afela @R Fiemfaw gfewmn 9 wewg 2l
wififer vieif & SIHR W Sl € Toh U8 HET 1 STEieH TS eudgA &
TIHRE (606 3. - 643 3.) H ARH Tl o1l Ufeg =1 anh gaad o o0 wRd
AT 1 Ieoi@ I §U K9 Ul & STESH * Seoi@ R g1 Wy & WY e
T gHIGA w1 ISR 1 off frk fRan €1 ggEi 7 w1 ® T wdaga ®
e e ¥ Afed & G R TE 9l e wd o, f9Y 9% o1 e @ i e
IR SRS <A H I % <4 A1 YA IRATT e % STUR 3 GAm o B &
*HETIh JIEATT, GHSIRIES fawrT, swefed Sfd Aerfoemer™, SaRgy, o, 3.9.
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IS Bl 8- 9o Jeedfa & e U o qen g & 9w i ¥ yfae eF R efgr
o T % foRTR T HET HT SAESH Bl B1 SO Jeedfa & 2y ufer § yfawe g aen
Td IR =% & HH I F eF W e & & v o GEvh 9 9 ) e
HT A Bl B A Jewa ud gd & fog i | o W Aifew ¥ el &
fhIR T P 1 FEISH B © IR Jeedfa & o it o 9o gd & Av ufy o
Hfee e W SsoH ¥ faw 92 W T w1 SAESE B el
enftier el W R
1. “H T O AwEfa - 98 Seon 9 H o1 7, Tk ot ® R e o T
FH ¥ UMY TR 8 S
2. “HE TH YU THed: WEH- a8 SSR0 WU H o ©, formen oref ® f
N ¥ WF 6@ ¥ 09 o €, s gedl S % g % aWe] e 2
3. “HE W A HAR T T YA - I8 IS0 TeIARd H oTr 7, forgen aref
€ for S oafed 79 & SIF &l €, o9 W § g g W g
4. WEH YR WETREAl de WelYRd W WANRS % Hewd SN Hr{-TIE !
#ftfehdl o Sooi@ B TP AU § TS WA 3R 39 helel i e faer
T @ T 2 UH WO A YIRS ¥ EE % Hew <A T4 @1 TS QO
A e v % WA W S % @Y §aie T g
T IS0 W I Fed © foh /rT i g od o ww mewyt enfier stmaeH
AT ST €, S oud § g SR WRETA i WiE i ol SRR WS il Bl
FHI T ghRTE I SHAt WEAr
e & U= H B T HewyUl oENH & ®9 H < @l @l hD
Ufieiss qe & S HE % Hew ol g9 §-
T ST
F£ T B WU fhat WA 2, 3o e ffvea Ao @ 9 2, ofra
% Ui dia o € fF a2 " w9 @ %7 2000 a6 @ ot srfs g 2l
= At geAE (7 YAESt) 7 SO AE-gidl § YARRS § Tk 9 Hol W
auit ffen 2, 59 ol & w/r O 9 Sigr S @l
TR
1690 ITAAT H STheX 7 YATRIS i faeid oiffer &% o €9 | ffaa foea
18 ¥ATea! H HUST ¥MEh, ToORIY €9 W UvEnst 7 | Hol ol goAAed & |
RIUCERECI
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TR HIA

fafewr wEwa o 39 Ho % WRIEA i @aEfed fea T 1954 % 9] 9
IRd TR 39 Hol i el e @il 2017 H IA%h! 4 T Hel Sl ST
qiEpfdh eREX & €9 ° A S
ifHer e

Ig R &gl & fau aiffe 9 4 9e9 Aoyl 21 e |/ 3UW I,
el fege 3 garE § am foan 21 efgr ¥ 2003 & 1 % WA 10 9@ 9
afereh o Shed TC 91 9RA & qeft Al 9 G, qe SR anht wEw § om
o & fau whe U efgr =i wgd € ufaw diY wen S €, 39 aed & %o fh
T TRl W TRTS ¥ S W YO Rl §1 39 WeR B R URA & Heft e
Tl grr < feman S 21w Wy v et wa €, St off % shugr e
T R TE | o wd 1 e o e o e woofoo o ik et
IS JAE TEl Tl €1 IRerStn o wiv € S Yot |Wig wd € SR Nl sl ST Tt
T A Frbre & for sifeal 1 wam wd ) forafa o @ ® St 24 W W H
I @ TR d9 H 21 houddl J A 7 W KA H 9 9 T R € o
% & WA T % fFAR R gHa faa €1 98w S © e & SRE Em
FH Geft A SR SRR BT TS HIAT € SR A, W YIH F1 €| g8 ot 7
S ® fop HEY AN WA W HT U GHERCHR S Y 90 B © SN e %
T Wil g, g SR gewld sl WehRicHeh foga ekt fafeton 9 o e 2l

i TPV § FE T € T A e we B SW %Y Rwge o
e T d St J efteR 3 el e 2 W, T % W 6 SO © o8
agd € ufes 21 319 9T ft @ Feohd 21’ SAREARaHHE ¥ TN % Hewd i ool
Tgd = als ¥ iR fararyds fan w2

e HeRTId A9 Sa Big| dRufafe sTE §d HiE
3@ 9 fohR R o X TSIt weha vy

STeHifeh THE & STIER A™ & ¥ § vl 9 S1[ &1 98 = 94691
HI & GHT WK Bl &1 WIY-Fd Fd:ohlel G0 T S Hish Hl H8d gY S9N
% fafu= el 3R qwl it foar @ ==t w ®1 HE 9IRAT Gehfa w1 Hemd
2 @R 39 99 W T, §F, IF HUH % WY € W Wi %1 a9« ot wel T 2
I 1 difgen, U0 ST & WY-HY o= SER 9 8| $HH aviH qRdr
Teeptd & onfeyy o< o off fierar 81 warRSt 1 Hew a9 R N o fawm o
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IAE T T TH IR AN ¥ HKOR W 7 F@ 7w oo fF v w@
dhefrst =l heT ST €2 39 W AT 3 SR A TR U U SreeR o, Se 9l
diefl T g3 B GO wI TH oFll, U THF AR H 9UE el &l el & U
TS T W T SR TR il TR Ueie R, TR o JarRe o1 gere Wi ug
TN EG SR TYREl F TE Uors H W@ T IR AR B R ere W, o8 off
YIRS STl 9erel 9K BTl 9 YRR YANRIS] i U&Edl g1 § g9 diel &1 e
FE SH T TH qEA &7 ° IH, qUF, &, I9 INE & wH-wiy evh '
#1 fq Ao 2

THET & ITER I8 Hqul fave o1 ThAE T € Sl W dH-d At 1,
AT, T frerdt €, 7€t © ot Al o etfided wHw eleht S R A
T 1 Hewd I @ S 21 39 A W @ st 4 a9 oafs wE gu= w w
AR eaneti 3 BEvh €W § S R UH SRl € WEN enfies ArEaiet &%
IR &l W TH & ared fafi= fKeaeiier &l o id € @Ik St gt el
T 71 IgW U1 hedl € T U a=fd ¥, Jo@el g e 38 qfa o I e
off g foran ST € A SHeRT 3d el WK Bl 1 YANKIS i SSdl & Gee o
g off wer T € o o yehR wel o gd ok eri o <igmn fawiw wiar € SE we
el o yare watam @ 2
TR THIS W I R THS

FH IR g 3R TR W U Hew qul §ue Slord §1 98 ST
IR THS W eiHer Wehal, WiEmiae wgiy, e T, s dRE, iR
URURer Gedl il S WH H HES L 2l
eTfifeh e~

% TH Hequl o o €, 5 feg o & orqafaal & forw oga
Hewequl 21 UE HAEISH ARA Guel § i Gkl SR gt diee 6 aeme
1 B B/ W SNE @@ A5 SR WE-Td THDE e © SR et et |
I 2
Wihideh HEw

FHF R HEhfa 1 T ewqul fewm ?1 98 M Rdld geRfd i
fafaean oIk wyfg 1 weivfa ot 21 e & SF &= YR & ditplaes s
s fhe S ¥, S9 for Wiftd, Jod, SR Aeh| A wrwH Sufted Agreeti
TRAT Fepfa 9 gRfed wd 2
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Tt W

F TF Hewqul N sTEieH off |1 98 STeH IR steforaeen o T
meequl ANEE Hdl €, WEHT Jhed 3R SUR &% & H| T % SR Hgl
g5 R whed o €, S T srefereen & wgEn 29 §1 A wied R Hgie
g el o e #d § SR aRdE steforeten &1 fd WM w4 €
WHTRR g

FY TH Hedqul e e ot 1 A8 e 9RdE gue H
GETfSTeh Tehdl 3R Hie &1 "l a1 €1 &/ % SNH fafq= WehR & WIHiSTeh
HTIHH TS fhT S €, 99 foh 3=1eM, a&igM, SR fen sriwdl 3 wriwy
TR TS W G Tohdl 3R GEE i agEl °d 2l
URUReE HE<d

FF Tk HE@U URING ST T TE SMESH 9IRdE TN H IRINE
qoodi R Gfg-Rarsi 1 oY W | Weg i B W &% SN fafie WehR @
URufter wEwA oS fRu S €, W9 R gon-uie, e, iR A9l 3 wEwd
IReTT TEel § qRafe godi iR Gfa-fasi w s we o 7eg W €
Trreer:

FHRT Hel, ST el iR e % W, 9Rd % el ihfas, st 3iR
TSR T 1 Teh AU €| T8 TR Scid | eififeh SFeaH ¥ oI dgehl
T U T B gd T a1 @ S W kI SR, seAfcrRdr i Qe
SRR iR g weem i dfYas @ & @ geseEyel w9 9 fufya s
21 39 WY & IRH, T @M 7 fF HET T qRAT TS % Tk GEH S B wY
o &4 % I 1 TE < I G5 e faxrma o <l 7, forent sie g
IfoTeR el SR st ¥ TeNE ¥ wmifed 1 oNfdw ®Y ¥, TT TH WoResd
?, W T sreferaweneti sl HSled il €, Thed i sgEl a1 € 3R i g
% Toenra 1 agran a1 21 WiEhiae B9 W, 98 e, [ed SR Wue s Th Sed
sl €, S 9RA & Hitepfaeh IRged w1 fafaear iR @gfg &l Sftad s 21 e,
i IR Hifea W 39 S@E 1 T YHE THH SAUH GG hl S9Mdl ®, T8
T feaml @l U ear © iR WRa 1 eneAifeneh SR Witspfae favred i
Sfyareh q9rEn i g <1 Bl Y off, ey Hen et gfaal @ e 7 21 qater
et foard, fte yeiem & He 3 WU i AT @ qel STEehdl i ST %
e o[ Wqer U8 Hewgul & ® TN W &AM 39 SR hRaE i i Sfavgshdl
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B T AT o STES[E, HE Hel S TAGh] i ST Hithfaeh foREd et § wfiet
BT 3R Sqsa ek qun fagri & fou sqem oo, s9% df¥as Hew i
@ifehd Tl B T8 ool Th Scdd &l §; 98 fafe= Gepfadl ol Sied are,
Sfyeeh Harg i agEn < ol 3R SIHt WHg iR WM i &grEl 34 arell Th
T 21 S € W TE SO0 ] YHOA A B, TE T Bl B R HEA Well sl
T S T8 ®; TE e, Tl SR Uehdl 1 Scdd @1 € HEd |e,
ST 3R Theed 1 §R 9 gT 7, S o9 9 9N god SR "nfew faow
1 A% feeman & S g0 @l i U @i died §) "adsl iR fawrsHl o fafga g
H, T Hell 319N SR g9 1 U fohiol & &9 | Sl 8, S g5 THebel gur
A 3o g geIRd Ted wiel SR qodi 1 gfdfsfad w5, Yo @R g9 % fau
AR LT 81 AT, K Hell 39 HIedid Al Sl e ol @l ¢ e a2
T 3 AR S R

waof -y

& It THfae, (HE- U Aihias st

¢ HAR, FH1, ‘H{FY HA- T Uerias faveror’

¢ sfiaraa, TS, ¢ R 99e | e 6 ged

o AR, oo, ‘s : U wniHer IR wiefae ST’

AR, T, “HFT Hel ol WIS 3R aTfefes gore’

¢ T TF WiEHaE SR it sTRisE - we-e, ool forafame

o e - e

&' B TF AR TR - ST I, T g

¢'HY T A HEE' - A @, B =§ Uk
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HY @ SR oTftier ST Ud werstl o e

=, ftow fag*

TEATEAT : HF9 el TRATE Hehid o1 Teh 3T IR e et Heiedd 8, St 7 shad
T ififer SRS €, diceh Hed STeATcashdl w1 Sfeid Wtk o B1 HF9 Hell WKd
A et e aren Uk fava-uiis e iR wiehfaes qeid €, S et 12 9
A T 9R WX W@ @Y el JEnne, gRgR, Ssee SR i § erEife g 2
I TETRET el 12 HET el % o1 A 144 WA W ol ®, Sel w-fagwr 9
fEg-od o e e o el Agi qfes T § S i § iR gE-vita i
AT HId &1 K Hell § Suferd o &g enfifer sfe & @eft ot @ e €, o
1y oft I €, STH U B Wil W T ®d € 91 Fad HoR IR ST
e I | quEE! S et 39 dieEl % fau e whid sied @ IR T8l q%
fop Felaqn e 1 ST HW ael Wil seEr e o wfva € ysga vy
~09 W /I % A B aTd Hifie SIS TS sl % Hewd & aR § Uieeh! i
SINTEeh T 1 FAE TR T R

HSIT-IT6g : SMEATCHRA, ST, THREd], TeH, IFR-HeM, STd-Hharel, gaid, el

H/IT T T Flaer:

{1 IMTexen 319 il ©-Sg1 (W), Hed Wb TR o1 A o ®, T 2w
TrAEt § gewta Wdl §1 HE Hel 1 SfaErd wH 9 %A 2000 el GO €, 79
v § HHE BYAE o el § 3Hehl Ygel Uaelide Seo@ fHerdr Bl 3fe sish=md
3 30 Eifed ey o s=eid == o) 9ed & forg fagm qufedl @i frafia g

et WA, 3ed faerl arue fest favafaarea, wae
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1 TG 9t T ol B Ul R Th SR Seod qag = ani gadedi % gl
T firerar @ f21H 629-645 2. & <A 9RA T G ACN & S HEH Hed i 9ol
T TGS fRAT ol 39 oA | ARl & gfos 979 W e gHasq & 38R
FIT T YRTYN STell AT 2, STal S gyadd 3 fagHi it qufesi o SueR 3R TF
& &1 Ton gvadT w yEm ® ufed W W Uw 9oF Yeent 99 SIS w
% fau oft S S €, fEe <RE s=iH oo WM wWufn <M W @ eft |
AR, faoqeoT, FeI9Ra 31fs qUon ¥ FHz-Hed i e fowr ¥ afvia
2, S 9 Al % o | 21 oo 7 foniy w9y 9 el w fufd # ener w e
% e w1 foeror fean wan #1 W fiiemeiet sl (are feg gfefdd) &
AR ThQUU | Ul 1 S ol Sooi@ € Afeh o1a doh T Gl 1 218
fopan o 7, 579 foga Hedl & ferd| whaqur f&g od & 18 Hergul ¥ 9
21 98 weH e & g fed wE e )
HY & IR e

% el 61 dRI0Teh Ser Tgg Her | Sel geN €, YR %l % @R
e WEf gaten % Y 9 e HASK U T Al qer o] 3 % S % @ ek
TR T HeF I i HelE &1 TH HYA % SNH HE dE % o] S gu e
Sl iR oRgy 7 e faan gqg Her % onfer ¥ orga ke 99 ¥% % g W
3 STgd herel W @ TS 7 gd UM i oferdl | s o1 Wet T ek 12 A
qh st SR SHEl & ot fiuu g5 genl 39 S-Sud o g kil wD §% et
P 4 WA TS, RER, o9 IR Aifaes § iR 721 | S € fR oasft 9 =
IR Tl W e 12 Giel & SAael § HET H1 @S o S 21 78l Agie e
et § T e o € @ifer o o el @ g 9 R Heh SR g wH Hahl
I HT AR 3R anenfereh WEw:

I Hell IR enfiier Wau iR emeen %1 wdiw €, food faviy &9 9 =M
1 HiEH &1 vl feman Sran €1 el S @ b Se ek ufers Afeai (qm, Fw,
e 3R forgn) | T e €, @ A 7 o Uik ®9 9 Y B © Sieh
qHfaes 3R amforsh g off W X &) IR T /I WA el 2017 W ue
‘AT i I Withiaen ERiEY’ get W ynihe feRaATl IoERl w1 fave exet
T A e 9 W FF Wel a1 Hew R i 9% T § SR uw gEfed s
2 for T8 YA el oH ol Wiedl qe Wit @I adH o HerRe Hell 13
SHet 2025 W FATRIST H TS fRAT ST W ¥ S 26 HREdt 2025 i HEIERI
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% fo7 g e S e 40 S @l % SfHe @ i e B

% Yol el O Scqd € &l Sfes depfaal o1 9™ SR snefers
ST <1 Welteh oft B, =8 fava =1 Ge@ o1 wifaqul Twier 81 e U W <M % 6
w9 B 1 7 TM, 95 H, 34 §H, W01 T oY % I U 9 B Gl IR fagre
% Yoo GARL FGTe SMEANHS T W Hd §, H FhR H1 3R SR B
T /I Tl R WEpfd T Sed WO § S U], HEO 3R A & qod! b
e Tl €, 98 eAcash qig SR Sfiaftes S 1 Here 2
H/IT WAl & ThN :

% A Sl FE Twe 9% Jod ¥, Eg W % ogur fafem wma ek
THAl W FEY WK B 3 Uell 1 9gd STeAlcA s Wew © SR A 3htn 9
TRl ohl SMRTHA YA €1 Hell i SAgha STeATT-3TeN Bl €, D el e 8 3R
TR Tell (FEH HF Helcdd) ISt 8 e 144 el § 8l 81 I8 Hell JarRS
o e fopan wmar @1 e Hell B 03 Wil § Uk 9R eRgR, WANRS, A 3R
ool o STrEifor feman S B1 e1efREe Well 8 06 WIel § Ueh R BRgR SR FanRS
o eraiferd eiar &1 qul /E Hell e 12 9 § U O9R efgR, TN, Aifhs iR
Sooi W SIS Bl B1 Heshr Well ¥ 144 Wil § Uk 9R WANKS | Y
fepan ST 2

UIETE T

F Tl AT B YR SJod W et ], S el (WR feg Hear
e S eneAferer SR Af e STEA 1 fagor #d €) # ScHd & HeH H
froenier Yaw B1 URURes Tl qiemehl o gEfeed gl wiE iR Wi W waR By,
T 3R g% Wl TSI ¢ SIR S¥iehl i eMeiieiE o9 €1 we wuwst § e,
IEre e genel, <9 SR wifes winero =i wifer wd €
3@1@;:

IErgl sk w1 o1 FHIA H A T T SR g emeAfns fawr SR
IR S S W A Higa e 21 UfaelEas 9 9 srare fyen i e
* s o, S GHfee aRedAl iR Rl % SR feg o Y e R o o ufed
T 1 M B O IR WHRE SioH H AR B A quieEl & fau g
YA L 9

RS 3T@TST- I8 @Sl &AM, 9 SR ufen Ul W e Sigd el €

TETE % UHE AR ST 9T
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oferral 3R SFE WA Sigd il € U SMeAlcash Yored AR ST St
FI 2

ATITS TSI~ Wferd, a1, § IR i S8 e, Wi 3R Yal W SR
T € SR i (wfe M) enenforer fremd iR ST YRH T @

HEThaiol srETer- enefers qied & faw qu, @ seed iR e @t
e 3R T o PSSR R 9T SIRSH R o

ST M@l 9F Wit & fau weR wfetern, M, aue SN W ST
AR Tryat, ifuEl iR diftd & WY ToA oId, Scid 1 NeATeHeh eeTd i fafed
FW T

for ST@ETST- TiESiey Al 1 WHEISeh =, FHMF IR ettt
TrEy qen fafqear &1 g @, AFsEl F gHd < €, IR Gepfd w1 S gEn @
2, TS =mues e arehfia g 2
'ST@'FIW:

IMET ST H{EH Uel 1 Faied TS A ST 2, fored =0 9y ged v
T H gkl A € IS 91K Al AgIe] T w1 A wreget g fmer s
ATl YoM T 3T i /M1 Sl €1 HF Hel ol Gad 91 ST AN §iy §
4 Ty feoem R T el H dUEn #d ? IR dad HEY 99 el o
g &9 9 fTeE @ 2

foRIoae- T@ | ¥ 9 IRR, dell S, fgdd STIeM- AN WYgsT &
IME T T IR ddtE & fau e e sgye g 21 9 el § W
9o W[o[d % WY UgEd € S W Wershrd Wi AR off foeie s @1 et e w17
TR HYTR id &, HH W qfes Gaeh! ofld 8, WaH R 1 e & €,
eIty W a9y ogeE wt € A Wiy 39 SRE oM ot iR A
REHOT W A1 <4 & W IR qUE H1 ol e Bl 2

HeTeRr el STSSMl 1 Tk 9o TarM ¢, f5ed w7 oorie ged qeweyul
T ST @1 et g W e 5@ ufes e § Wi o % faw el diefeansh
T B B, W 39 faver W TedE @ enuiia @ fe ufes S § @R w6l fomisia
FH U ol % G U gl W &) W S ¢ TR Qigeton 1 98 s et i
3G oSl IHI Rl GASAT & Tk ¥ G hIdl © W Sidd: e A1 eqeAtcns gi
I IR o W1 2| T SSH % Wy-wy et ufes T % 92 W gen ot
€ iR Tgell o Hdl & g ¥ FHadw Yol § 9 ofd € W T H
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eAfcsh TETE I Tk Wd Sigd &1 U FANHS Ferhed | et Sl § geeh! ol
afes /M1 ST €, A e faferl foeiy wewe werdt € 9@ O gfefar (13 SHed)
TR TWehifa (14 SHer) emfel g faferel @ Edl, s forsai iR fafu= srarst
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Mahakumbh in Ancient Scriptures:
A Comprehensive Study

VIKASKUMAR*

Abstract: The Mahakumbh Mela, a grand Hindu festival held every 12 years, is
celebrated at four sacred |ocations—Prayagraj, Haridwar, Nashik, and Ujjain. As the
worlds largest religious gathering, its roots lie deep within ancient Hindu scriptures
such asthe Vedas, Puranas, and epicslike the Mahabharata and Ramayana. This paper
examines the historical and spiritual significance of Mahakumbh by analyzing its
scriptural mentions, mythology, astronomical principles, and associated rituals. The
festival’s foundation in the churning of the ocean (Samudra Manthan), sacred river
worship, and astrological timing demonstratesits unique positionin Indian Spirituality.
Further, this paper highlights the Mahakumbh’s cultural relevance in modern times,
(Ganguli, 1883-1896) (Rajagopal achari, 1957), Focusing on its contributionsto spiritual
awakening, communal harmony, and ecological awareness.

Keywords: Mahakumbh, Hindu scripture, Samudra Manthan, Vedas, Puranas, sacred
rivers,astrology, pilgrimage, spirituality, moksha.

*RESEARCH SCHOLAR, Ancient history, archaeol ogy and culture department, Siddharth University,
Kapilvastu (UP)
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| ntroduction:

The Mahakumbh Mela is a monumental spiritual and cultural event in
Hinduism, drawing millions of devotees, saints, and scholars from across the world.
Celebrated cyclicaly at four sacred sites, it epitomizesthe convergence of mythology,
astronomy, and spiritual practice. Thefestival isnot merely areligious congregation
but aliving embodiment of Indias ancient wisdom and philosophical traditions.

The origin of Mahakumbh is deeply tied to Hindu cosmology, particularly
the mythological episode of Samudra Manthan. Beyond mythology, ancient texts
likethe Rigvedaand Atharvavedaextol the sanctity of rivers, laying the philosophical
foundation for sacred bathing rituals. Later texts like the Puranas elaborate on the
spiritual significance of specific pilgrimages, particularly during astrologically
auspicious times.

Aim of resear ch: Thisresearch aimsto explorethemultifaceted aqoectsof Mahakumbh,

focusingonitsscripturd basis, symbolic elements, rituaistic practices, anditsrelevanceto

contemporary society.

1. Scriptural Foundationsof M ahakumbh

TheVedas, themaost ancient textsof Hinduism, providethe philosophicd and spiritud
underpinningsof Mahakumbh.

1. The Rigveda (10.75) (Griffith, 2013), offers hymns that venerate rivers as sacred
entities, emphasizing their purifying qualities. The Ganga, Yamuna, and Saraswati
are glorified as divine mothers whose waters carry the power to absolve sins.

2. The Atharvaveda (19.66) (Bloomfield, 1897) describes rituals involving water
and its role in promoting both physical and spiritual well-being. These hymns
highlight water’s connection to cosmic energy and life's sustenance.?
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3. The Ygurveda emphasizes the significance of sacred offerings in water during
rituals, associating it with renewal and liberation.While the term Mahakumbh; is

not explicitly mentioned, the emphasis on sacred rivers and water rituals in the
Vedas provides the philo

Spicitunlculiure.org

1.2 Puranic Narratives:

ThePuranasarerichinmythological accountsthat directly related to the M ahakumbh.
1. The Bhagavata Puranaand Padma Puranarecount the story of Samudra Manthan,
wherethedevas(gods) and asuras (demons) churned the ocean to obtain amrita(nectar

of immortdity). Thespilling of thisnectar at four locations—Prayagrg), Haridwar, Nashik,
and Ujjain—makesthese places eternally sacred.?

2. TheMatsyaPurana (Miiller, 1890) highlightstheimportanceof pilgrimageand

sacred bathing at these sites during specific celestial alignments, emphasizing the
purification of body and soul .°

3. TheBrahmandaPuranadetalsthe spiritua benefitsof attending the Mahakumbh, linking
it toliberation (moksha).
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1.3 Epicsand Historical Mentions:

The epics Mahabharata and Ramayana provide further validation of the

Mahakumbh's sanctity.
1. IntheMahabharata (Ganguli, 1883-1896) Bhishmadescribesthe sanctity

of Prayagra (then Prayag) as the confluence (Sangam) of the Ganga, Yamuna,
and Saraswati. This confluenceis portrayed as a gateway to liberation.®

In the Ramayana(Rajagopalachari,1957), Lord Rama's journey emphasizes the
importanceof sacred riversin achieving spiritua goas. Theriver Ganga, inparticular, is
depicted asadivinepurifier andlife-giver.’

Historicdl referencestolarge-scale pilgrimagesin ancient Indiasuggest that the concept
of Mahakumbh evolved asaperiodic celebration of these sacred Sites.

2. TheMythology of SamudraM anthan:

The SamudraManthanisthe mythol ogical cornerstone of Mahakumbh, representing
theeterna struggle between good (devas) and evil (asuras).

1.

TheKumbh (pot) containing amritasymbolizesdivinewisdom, immortdity, and spiritua
fulfilment. Thispot becamethefoca point of contention during the churning, leading to
thespilling of nectar at thefour Kumbh sites.

Thechurning processissymbolic of the human quest for self-redization, with the ocean
representing the mind and the nectar signifying enlightenment.

Theepisode highlightsthe need for balance and cooperation, aseven opposing forces
collaborated to achieveahigher purpose. Thismythologica foundation addsarich layer
of symbolism and spiritual meaning to the M ahakumbh, making it morethan just a
rituaisticgethering.
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3. Astronomical and Astrological Principles:

|||||||

||||||||||

KUMBH

TheMahakumbhisuniqueinitsreliance on precise astronomical calculations.

1

4.

Thetiming of thefestival isdetermined by the position of Jupiter, the Sun, and the
Moon. The Surya Siddhanta(Burgess, 1860) providesadetailed framework for these
cdculations, linking themto cosmic harmony.®

. Jupiter’strangtintoAgquariusandthe Sun'spresenceinAriesarecons dered highly auspicious

Thesedignmentsarebdieved to enhancethe spiritua energy of thesacred Sites.

. Ancient Indian astronomy viewsthese celestial eventsasopportunitiesfor spiritua

renewal, emphasizing theinterconnectedness of the universeand human existence. This
integration of astronomy with spiritudity reflectsthe advanced understanding of cosmic
scienceinancient India

Ritual Practicesin M ahakumbh:

4.1 Snana (Ritual Bathing) :
Ritual bathing in sacred riversis the centerpiece of Mahakumbh.

1

2.

3.

The Padma Puranadescribesthe act of bathing asameansto cleanse both physica
impuritiesand karmicsins.

Theritua isoften accompanied by prayersand offerings, invoking thegrace of river
deities.

Pilgrims believe that bathing during Mahakumbh not only purifies the soul but
also ensures a better afterlife.
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4.2 Yajnas and Homams

According to History of Dharmashastra® (Kane, P. V., 1930) Yajnas (firerituals)
are performed to invoke divine blessings and purify the environment.

1. TheTaittiriyaSamhitaunderscorestherole of fire asamedium for communication
with the divine.

2. Offerings made during these rituals are believed to bring spiritual and material
prosperity.
3. Homams also serve as acommunal activity, fostering unity among participants.

4.3 Spiritual Discour sesand Congr egations
TheMahakumbhisaplatformfor spiritual |eadersto sharetheir wisdom.

1. Saintsand scholarsdeliver discourses on scriptural texts, emphasi zing the val ues of
dharma(righteousness) and moksha (liberation).

2. Theseassembliespromote spiritud learning and introgpection, encouraging participants
tolead virtuouslives.

3. Theexchangeof ideasat M ahakumbh often |eadsto theformation of new philosophical
and religious movements.

WORLD'S LARGEST - =~
SPIRITUAL GATHERING
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5. Symbolism and Cultural Relevance

1. The Mahakumbh embodies the universal themes of renewal, unity, and spiritual
awakening.

2. Itsrituasand practices serve asremindersof humanity’seterna connectionwith nature
and the cosmos.

3. AccordingtoIndia: A Sacred Geography (Eck, D. Le, 2012) Thefestival’senduring
popularity highlightsitsrelevance asacultural phenomenon that transcendsreligious
boundaries.™®

MAHA KUMBH 2025 TRADITION ME-E FS
TECHNOL{)GY IN PRAYAGRA_]

Conclusion:

TheMahakumbh, deeply rooted in ancient scriptures, isaunique confluence of mythology,
spiritudity, and cosmic science. By examiningitsorigins, rituals, and astrologicd basis, this
paper underscoresits timeless relevance as a cultural and spiritual phenomenon. As
asymbol of faith and unity, the Mahakumbh continues to inspire millions, fostering
a deeper connection with the divine and the natural world.
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GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contribution should be submitted in duplicate, the first two impressions of the typescript. It should be typed
in font Walkman-Chanakya (Hindi) and in Times New Roman (English) on a quarter or foolscap sized
paper, in double-space and with at least one and a half inch margin on the right. Two copies of a computer
printout along with a CD are preferred. They should subscribe strictly to the Journal format and style
requirements.

The cover page of the typescript should contain: (i) title of the article, (ii) name (s) of author(s), (iii)
professional affiliation, (iv) an abstract of the paper in less than 150 words, and (v) acknowledgements, if
any. The first page of the article must also provide the title, but not the rest of the item of cover page.

Though there is no standard length for articles, a limit of 5000 words including tables, appendices, graphs,
etc., would be appreciated.

Tables should preferably be of such size that they can be composed within one page area of the Journal
containing about 45 lines, each of about 85 characters (letter/digits). The source(s) should be given below
each table containing data from secondary source(s) or results from previous studies.

Figures and charts, if any, should be professionally drawn using such materials (like black ink on
transparent papers) which allow reproduction by photographic process. Considering the prohibitive costs
of such process, figures and charts should be used only when they are most essential.

Indication of notes should be serially numbered in the text of the articles with a raised numeral and the
corresponding notes should be given at the end of the paper.

A reference list should appear after the list of notes. It should contain all the articles, books, reports, etc.,
referred in the text and they should be arranged alphabetically by the names of authors or institutions
associated with those works.

(a) Reference to books should present the following details in the same order: author's surname and
name (or initials), year of publication (within brackets), title of the book (underlined/italic), place of
publication. For example:

Chakrabarti, D.K. (1997), Colonial Indology: Socio-politics of the Ancient Indian Past, pp. 224-25, New
Delhi

(b) Reference to institutional publications where no specific author(s) is (are) mentioned should present
the following details in the same order. institution's name, year of publication (within brackets), title of the
publication (underlined/italic), place of publication. For example:

Ministry of Human Affairs (2001), Primary Census Abstract, New Delhi, pp. xxxviii.

(c) Reference to articles in periodicals should present the following details in the same on: the author's
surname and name (or initials), year of publication (in brackets), title of the article (in double quotation
marks), title of periodical (underlined/italic), number of the volume and issue (both using Arabic numerals);
and page numbers. For example:

Siddiqui, F.A. and Naseer, Y. (2004), "Educational Development and Structure of Works participation in
western Uttar Pradesh", Population Geography, Vol. 26, Nos. 1 & 2, pp. 25-26.

(d) Reference in the text or in the notes should simply give the name of the author or institution and the
year of publication, the latter within brackets; e.g. Roy (1982). Page numbers too may be given wherever
necessary, e.g. (Roy 1982: pp. 8-15).
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